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(54) MASS SPECTROMETER UTILIZING MASS SPECTRAL DATABASE SEARCH FOR COMPOUND 
IDENTIFICATION

(57) Real-time search (RTS) for mass spectrometry
is described. In one instance, precursor ions generated
from a sample are introduced into a mass spectrometer
during an introduction period. The precursor ions are
fragmented to form product ions, and a mass spectrum
is acquired. During the introduction period, scores indi-
cating the similarity between the mass spectrum and a
candidate mass spectrum are identified. Based on the
distribution of the scores, an action is performed.
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