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This invention relates to equipment for displaying
merchandise in stores. and particularly to a support means
for utilizing over-counter posts and wall standards for
supporting wall panels, mirrors or the like.

The over-counter posts and wall standards with which
the invention is adapted to be employed comprise metal

_channel members which are equipped with one .or two

rows . of slots for receiving clips and various display
accessories which said posts and wall standards are pro-
vided to support. - Difficulty ‘has heretofore been experi-
enced in- utilizing such pests and wall standards in the
mounting of mirrors or wall panels thereon and it is a
particular object of . this invention to provide a set of
clips which are suitable for this purpose.

‘Tt is another object of the invention to provide such
a set-of clips which may: be used with equal facility for
supporting a standard metal panel, which has flanges
bent from the vertical and horizontal edges thereof, a
solid fiber panél of one-quarter inch Masonite or - like
material or a mirror made of one-quarter inch plate glass.

The. manner of accomplishing the foregoing objects
as well as further objects and advantages will be made
manifest in the following description taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings in which

Fig. 1 is a face view of a pair of wall standards of
the typé above mentioned with which 'a set of clips
comprising 'the ;preferred embodiment of the present
invention are shown’ associated in supporting a plate
glass ‘mirror on said wall standards so that the front
face of the mirror lies flush with the front face of said
standards.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged horizontal detail sectional view
taken on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1 and illustrates the upper
left clip ‘of a set of four clips employed in supporting
said mirror.

Fig.. 3 is"an enlarged: vertical detail sectional view
taken on the line 3—3.of Fig. 1 which shows the manner
in which the upper left clip is secured to a wall standard.

Fig. 4 is. a perspective view of the clip shown in
Figs. 2 and 3.

- Fig.'5-is-a view similar to Fig. 2 and is taken on
the line 55 of Fig. 1 and illustrates the lower left clip
of the set'of the same as this clip appears when suppert-
ing a'sheet metal wall panel having rearwardly bent side
edge flanges. :

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the clip shown in Fig. 5.

‘Referring “specifically to the drawings the invention
is there shown as embodied in a panel supporting appa-~
ratus 8 including a pair of wall standards 10 and 11
and four clips 12, 13, 14 and 15. " These clips‘are adapted
for supporting a sheet metal ‘wall panel 16 or a plate
glass mirror:17 or a solid fiber wall panel (not shown)
having - the 'same thickness as the mirror 17, with the
front -face .18 of the panel or mirror, thus supported,
flush with the. front faces 19 of the standards 10 and 11.

_The standards 16 and 11 are identical and each-is
shown .in the drawings as made up of a pair of sheet
metal channel members 25 placed face to face and secured
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in this relation by butt-welding: The standards 10 and
11 are secured by ‘screws 26 which pass through suitable
aligned apertures provided 'in the channel members 25
and into a wall 27. ~These channel members . are. pro-
vided with internal shallow grooves 28 which. extend
throughout - the length: of these channel members and
each of the grooves 28 is provided with a line of closed
slots 29 which are spaced vertically at regular, .short
intervals. The standards 10 and 11 are mounted in: erect
position and spaced horizontally apart 2 slightly greater
distance - than the standard width of panel 16 and
mirror 17.

Each of the clips 12, 13, 14 and 15 comprises a sheet
metal stamping and while these clips have certain
features in commen they are nevertheless distinctive so
that each clip requires separate dies for its manufacture.
The clips 12 and 14 are alike in that they are formed
from the same blanks but are bent in a reverse manner
to each other so as to-be applicable on the right and
left hand sides of the object to be suppoited by these

- clips.  The function of these clips is to embrace opposite
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side edges of said object to maintain the front face 18
of the latter in flush relation with the front faces 19 of
the standards 10 and 11." A description of clip 12 will
suffice to show the constriiction of both clips 12 and 14.

Clip 12 includes a body portion 3% from upper and
lower portions of the inner edge of which lugs 31 and
32 extend inwardly and downwardly so-that the front
edges of said lugs are spaced from the rear face of the
clip body portion 30 -a slightly - greater distance than

.- the thickness of the wall of the channels 25 in the grooves

28 in which the slots 29 are formed. “Also formed from
the inner edge of the clip body portion 30 is a lug 33
which lies in the same plane as the body portion 30.
Formed to. extend laterally from an upper portion of the

.. clip body portion 30 and in the plane of said body is a
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front arm 34. : -
.. Bent rearwardly from the body portion 3¢ below the
arms 34 is a rear arm 38, the initial portion 49 of which
lies alongside the standard 10, this arm then being bent
laterally in a plane parallel with the plane of the front

" arm 34 to form a portion 41 and is then bent forwardly

and laterally to form a.portion 42 which is in a vertical
plane parallel .to that of the front arm 34 and spaced.
horizontally from the latter a-distance slightly greater

’ than the thickness of the mirror 17 to which, as above

noted, the invention may be - optionally -applied for
supporting. ‘

_The portion 41 of rear arm 35 of clip 12 lies in a plane
which is spaced horizontally from the plane of the front

-arm 34 a slightly greater distance than the width of the

" side flanges 43 which are bent rearwardly from standard
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sheet metal panels 16 with which the invention may be:
optionally used.. It is also to be noted that the rear arm
35 extends laterally a slightly greater distance than the
front arm 34; the purpose of which.will be made clear
hereinafter. ‘

As above stated, the clip 14 is a reverse duplicate of
the-clip 12 as the latter is above described. - These. clips
are adapted to be mounted on the standards 1§ and 11
in the manner shown in the upper portion of Fig. 1 and
in Figs. 2 and 3 where it is seen that the lugs 32 are
extended rearwardly through a selected pair ‘of the slots
29 until the body portions 3% of these clips lie flush
against the front faces 19 of the standards 19 and 11,

' after which ‘these clips are shifted downwardly to hook

the .Jugs 31 -and 32 over the lower edges of said slots.
When this is done, as shown in Fig. 2, the lug 33 of each.
clip engages the front face 19 on the opposite side of the
plane of the lugs 31 and 32 from the body 30, thereby

- preventing rotation of the clips 12 and 14 which would:

- swing the arms 34 forwardly.
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The rear faces of the arms 34 are thus held substan-
tially in the plane of the front faces 19 of said standards.
With the clips 12 and 14 thus mounted on the standards
10 and 11 at the same level and in opposed relation- as
shown ifi Fig. 1 thése clips”aié adapted t6 ‘receive and
Bold a panel or mirror as above described with “the front
face 18 of the latter flush with the frorit face 19 ‘of the
standards 10 and 11. "Thg clips 12 and 14 do not support
the"weight of the panel or mirrof, this' fiinction being
peérformed by the clips 13 and 15 in"a Thanner to be later
pointéd out.’ The ¢lips 12 and 14" meérély guide and
position thé panel or mirror, sidé edge portions of which
are disposed within these clips. T T
TUIf'it is @ ‘mirror 17°0r 'a solid fiber panel of like thick-
ness which ‘the invention is eniployed” to " support” 6
the standards 19 and 11, this snugly fits just within the
portions 40 of the ¢lips 12 and 14 and betwéen the front
arms 34 and the portions 42 of the reéar arms 35 of
these clips as clearly shown in Fig. 2. "~
“Where the invention is used to support a sheet metal
panel 16 having rearwardly ‘bent side flanges 43, the
Iatter fit closely within the clip portions 40 and into the
angle betwéen the portions 40"and 41 of clips 12 and 14
$0as t0 contribute’ towards preventing forward  rotation
of these clips about the lugs 31 and 32.° T "’
" The lower clips 13 and 15 of the invention constitute
a pair of positioning and supporting “clips for the wall
panél or mirror which the invention is adapted to siipport
with its front face flush with ‘the front facé 19 of"the
stafidards 10 and 11, The ¢clips 13 ‘and 15 are made
froin the same blanks but are bent in reverss conforma-
tion'so"as to be suitable for application’to’ the right and
left sides of the Object to be stupported. ” A description
of the clip 13 will suffice for both of these clips.-
" The clip 3 is similar in construction o ¢lip 12 in that
it has a body portion 50, lugs 51 and 52'and 4 lug 53
which ‘are: identical with corresponding parts of the clip
12 and operate identically in the same manner when used
(as above. described for clip 12) for mounting the clip
13 on the standard 19.. The clip 13 also has ‘a front
arm 54 which extends laterally from a lower portion of
the body portion 50 and lies against the front face of the
wall panel or mirror to be supported by the invention.
- Clip 13 also has a rear arm 55 which has exactly the same
shape and performs the same functions as the rear arm
35 of the clip 12. " The clip 13 is distinguished from ‘the
 clip 12 in that the rear arm 55 thereof is disposed above
the front arm 54 and in that the latter arm has a flange
56 bent inwardly from the lower edge thereof so as to
undérlie and provide a support for the adjacent side por-
~tion of the panel 16 or mirror 17 being supported by
the invention. Inasmuch as the clip 15 is a reverse du-
plicate of the clip 13 thése two clips this support opposite
side’ portions of the panel or mirror supported by the
invention while. at the same time aligning the portions
of said panel or mirror engaged thereéby so as to bring
the front face 18 thereof into flush relation with the
front faces 19 of the standards 16 and 11. o
‘Because of the similarity in the dimensions of a plate
glass mirror and a solid fiber panel with which the inven-
tion  is adapted to be optionally employed, it ‘will be
understood, whenever the invention -is “defined in the
claims as adapted for use with a solid fiber panel, that
it is equally adapted for use with a plate glass mirror.
It is also to be understood that the term “wall panel,”
when used in the claims without qualifications, refers
to either a sheet-metal wall panel, a solid fiber wall pariel
or a plate glass mirror. ‘ T B
The ‘claims are: .

1. In a support for a wall panel, the combination of:

a standard comprising a sheet metal channel adapted to
be motinted in erect position with a flat §ront face thereof
lying in substantially the same” plang as the front face
of said wall panel is to lie in when supported by said
standard, said front face 6f said standard ‘having a Tine
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of narrow closed slots provided therein, said slots being
spaced at close vertical intervals; and a pair of clips
adapted to be mounted in vertically spaced relation on
said standard to support and position one side of such a
well panel, each of said clips' having a body portion
lying flat against said front face of said standard with a
pair of lugs extending réarwardly and downwardly from
the inner edge of said body portion so that said lugs
may be extended rearwardly through two of said slots
and then the clip lowered, thereby causing said lugs to lock
the clip’in supported relation on said standard; esich of
said clips“also having ‘a front arm” comprising a lateral
extension of said body portion and lying in the same
plane to overlic and engage the front face of said wall
panel, and a rear arm bent rearwardly from said clip
body portion to lie close alongsidé said standard and then
bent laterally to extend close behind said ‘wall panel to

. engage the latter on its rear face, said front arm of the
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lower clip of said ‘pair of clips being disposed below
the Tear arm ‘of said lower clip ‘and having a réarwardly
bent lower ‘edge portion which éxtends below the Tower
edge of said wall panel to providé a support for the latter.
2. A combination as' in” claim 1" including’ andifier
standard which is"a duplicate of said firsf standard’ and
which ‘is adapted to ‘be mounted ‘in erect ‘position in.
parallel spaced relationi therewith: and " anothér “pait of
clips substantially like said first pair of ‘clip$ but reversely
formed so as to be mounted on said second standard
and extend towards the first recited clips and” on”the
same respective levels thérewith for cooperating” thefe-
with in positioning ‘and" supporting the opposite “side
portion of a wall panel, whereby ‘the latter will be sup-
ported on said two pairs of clips with 'its front face
substantially flush with the front faces of said standards.
- 3. A combination as in claim 1 in which said ‘fear
arms of said “clips “extend rearwardly from tl}é’fgbg’t
drris thereof so as to accommodate a side edge flange
on & sheet metal wall panél which is substantially ‘wider
thap the thickness of a solid fiber wall panel, portions
of said rear arms then being bent f wardly 'to “termi-
naté in a plane which is spaced from thé rear fa
said front arms approximately the. thi

,,,,,, ickness' of a’solid
fiber 'wall panel whereby said clips” may” optionally re-
ceive, position and support a side ‘edge portion of either
a shect metal wall parel, or a solid fiber wall panel,
" 4."A structure for supporting a flat panel comprising
an erect standard, said standard having i flat froit
provided with a 'vertical Yow of slots separated by a
row area frem an adjacent edge of said standard, “a
clip comprising a sheet metal stamping "having a" flat
body portion, a pair of ‘down-hooking Tugs bent at riéﬁt
angles rearwardly from a vertical edge of said body por-
tion so that said clip may be moved to extend said Tags
rearwardly through two of said slots ‘to bring said ‘glip
body portion into a position in which it lies flat-against
said standard and covers a section of said area, the low-
ering of said clip when so positioned ‘causing sgid lugs
to lock the clip on said standard in supported relation
therewith, said clip also having a front arm ‘comprising
a lateral extension of said clip body portion lying in
the plane thereof and extending away from said standard,
and a rear arm bent rearwardly from said clip body
portion at a right angle therewith to extend between
said standard edge and said panel, said rear arm then
being bent laterally away from said standard to engage
the panel from the rear and cooperate with said front
arm in holding said panel in said juxtaposed relation
with said standard. ’ : ’

5. A combination as in claim 4 in which the front
arm is provided with a flange bent frém the ‘bottorh edge

thereof and extending beneath 'said panel to support th

latter. ~ ° , T E e
~ 6. A combination ‘as in claim 5. in which' the' rear
m'said” fron

arm of said clip extends rearwardly fr
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arm -a sufficient distance to. accommodate a rearwardly
extending side flange of a.sheet metal wall panel which
is substantially. wider than the thickness of a solid fiber
wall panel, said rear arm then being bent laterally and
forwardly to terminate at a vertical plane which is spaced
rearwardly from. the rear face of said front arm so as
to snugly receive therebetween a solid fiber wall panel.

7. A panel clip comprising a sheet metal stamping
having a flat body portion lying in a given vertical
plane when said clip is in use; a pair of hook lugs bent
rearwardly from one side edge of said body . pottion to
lie at right angles with said plane, said lugs extending
downwardly to provide suppert for said clip when the
latter is in use; a pocket member bent. rearwardly from
the opposite. side -edge -of said. body at a right angle
with said body and then rebent in'the opposite direction
to. form a rear arm extending -generally parallel with
said plane and spaced rearwardly therefrom; and a front
arm lying in said plane and formed by an extension of
said body portion into vertically offset, parallel relation
with said réar arm, said member and said arms forming
a pocket adapted to receive-and rigidly position a vertical
edge portion of a panel.

8. A clip as recited in claim 7 in which the connec-
tion between said front arm and said clip -body is below
that between said pocket member and said body; and a
flange bent rearwardly from: the lower edge of said front
arm to extend beneath and support a panel received by
said pocket.
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9. A combination as in claim 7 in which said pocket
member extends rearwardly from said vertical plane: a
sufficient distance to accommodate a side edge flange
on a sheet metal wall panel which is substantially wider
than the thickness of a solid fiber wall panel, a portion
of said rear arm being bent forwardly to terminate in
a portion spaced from said vertical plane approximately
the thickness of said solid fiber wall panel whereby the
pocket of said clip may optionally receive and position
a side edge portion of either a sheet metal -wall panel,
or a solid fiber panel.

10.. A combination as‘in claim 9 in which the connec-
tion between said front arm and said clip body is below
that' between said pocket member and said body; and
a flange bent rearwardly from the lower edge of said
front arm to extend beneath and support a panel received

. by said pocket.
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