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To all whom it may concern : o
Be it known that I, Pavr H. Horwrrr,
a citizen of the United States, and resident
of the borough of Brooklyn, county of Kings,
5 city and State of New York, have invented
certain new. and useful Improvements in
Holders for Stacks of Sheets, of which the
following is a specification.
My invention relates to holders for stacks
10 of sheets and inore particularly to holders
for paper napkins, paper towels, toilet paper
and the like and has for its object to provide
a novel arrangement whereby a supply of
such napkins, towels, toilet paper or the like
15 stacked in a novel manner is supported in
such a way as to facilitate the removal of
the terminal napkin or the like when desired,
without requiring any special care to be exer-
cised to avoid the unintentional removal of
20 more than one napkin or the like. Other
more specific objects will appear from the
description hereinafter. ‘
Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings which illustrate an example
26 of the invention without defining its limits
and in which Fig. 1 is a plan view of a hold-
er; Fig. 2 is a sectional view thereof on the
line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 8 is a diagrammatic
sectional view on an enlarged scale illus-
30 trating the novel arrangement of the nap-
kins or the like in the stack and Fig. 4 is
a plan view of the novel stack.
The invention comprises essentially o
. holder which carries a supply of napkins or
35 their equivalent stacked in a novel manner,
said stack consisting of napkins which alter-
nately project beyond each other in opposite
directions at opposite edges and some means
whereby a pressure is exerted upon the pro-
40 jecting portions of the stack in such a man-
ner as to separate an edge of the terminal
-napkin from the next succeeding napkin in
the stack. In other words, the stack of nap-
kins or the like at its opposite edges is of
45 lesser -density than the intermediate por-
tion thereof so that as pressure is exerted
upor: this area of lesser density the same
will be depressed and thereby csuse the ter-
minal napkin to be rendered independently
50 accessible at its one edge portion with re-
spect to the next succeeding napkin. In its
illustrated example the holder is shown in
the form of a stand comprising a base 5
from which a standard or pedestal 6 pro-
656 jects upwardly and carries at its upper end
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a support 7. The latter carries the novel
stack of napkins or the like in the manner
indicated in Fig. 2; as illustrated in the
drawing the napkins @ of the stack project
beyond the napkins & toward the right in
Figs. 2 and 8 while the napkins 5 similarly
project beyond the napkins a toward the
left in Figs. 2 and 8. “With this arrange-
ment the projecting portions of the napkins
comprise an area of lesser density than that
of those portions of the napkins which over-
lap each other as is clearly shown in Fig.
3. The device comprises further a pressure-
exerting means or member which, in the il-
lustrated example, is shown in the form of a
floating rectangular frame the side mem-
bers 8 of which are connected by means of
end members 9; the side members 8, which
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~may be said to constitute flanges, are of such

dimensions as to -correspond approximately 76
with the dimensions of the projecting por-
tions of the napkins a, b, it being understood
that the end members 9 do not rest upon
any part of the stack of napkins. With this
arrangement the frame or rather the side
members 8 and end members 9 thereof, de-
fine an open space 10 corresponding aApproxi-
mately in dimensions to the dimensions of
the overlapping portions of the napkins a, b.
To maintain the pressure-exerting member
in proper relation to the stack any suitable
guiding means may be provided; in the il-
lustrated arrangement this guiding means
comprises flanges 11 which depend from the

side members 8 and in some cases also from 90
the end members 9 and serve to enclose the
stack of napkins or the like and thereby
maintain the pressure-exerting member in
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|its operative position and at the same time

prevent the removal of individual napkins 95
or the like from said stack in any but the.
intended manner. ‘
In practice the floating member or frame
rests upon the stack of napkins or the like
and through the medium of its side members 100
8 exerts a pressure upon the projecting por-
tions of the napkins ¢ and b or, in other
words, upen the areas of lesser density of
said stack and thus causes the adjacent edge
of the terminal or uppermost napkin or the 106
like to be separated from the next succeed-

‘ing napkin in the stack as illustrated in Fig.

1. In this manner the one edge of said ter-
minal napkin is rendered independently ac-.
cessible with respect to the next succeeding 110
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napkin and is thus capable of being easily
fingered and grasped without special effort
or care when 1t is desired to remove & nap-
kin. Because of this fact it is a simple mat-
ter to remove individual napkins by with-
drawing the same from the stack through
the space 10, it being understood that the
napkins 2 and b are alternately rendered in-
dependently accessible in the manner de-
seribed as they alternately become the ter-
minal napkins of the stack. The invention
eliminates waste and at the same time makes
it easy te procure as many napkins or other
sheets a5, may be desired; in addition indis-
crimate handling, for instance, of napkins,
towels and the like is done away with so
that the latter are protected against con-
tamination and are maintained in a sapitary
wholesome condition. -

Tt will be understood that the illustrated
arrangement may be varied as long as it in-
cludes a stack of napkins arranged in the
manner described in combination with a
means for exerting a pressure upon the pro-
jecting portions of the stack and a means or
support for resisting said pressure in & man-
ner to permit the terminal napkin to be tilted
in the described way.
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Various changes in the specific form shown
and described may be made within the scope
of the claims: without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

T claim:

1. The combination of a support, a stack
of sheets carried thereby, alternate sheets in
said stack being off-set and projecting be-
yond each other in opposite directions, and
an aperturéd pressure exerting member rest-
ing upon the projecting portions of said
stack and thereby tilting the terminal sheet
to project its free edge through said aperture
and thereby facilitate the removal of said
terminal sheet from said stack.

9. The combination of a stand, a stack of
napkins carried thereby, alternate napkins
being off-set and projecting beyond each
other in opposite directions, and an aper-
tured, rectangular frame having side mem-
bers resting upon the projecting portions of
said napkins and thereby tilting the terminal
napkin to project its free edge through said
aperture and thereby facilitate the removal
of said terminal napkin from the stack.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

PAUL H. HORWITT.

- my hand.
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