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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

For use while taking a shower or tub bath and in lieu
of a soap-laden wash cloth or sponge, a back soaping and
scrubbing appliance comprising a scrubber made of open-
meshed tulle-like nylon of a prescribed léngth and width,
and having flexible loop-shaped handles at its respective
ends. The median body portion of the s¢rubber is provided
with one or more accessible pockets containing soap. By
catching hold of and properly manipulating the handles
the scrubber can be swished and swashed back and forth
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in'a manner to effectually wash the upper part of the .-

back and shoulders.

This invention relates to that field of appliances which
lend themselves for acceptable use while the user is taking
a shower or a bath and has to do with a uniquely im-
proved soaping and scrubbing appliance which is ideally
suitable for effectually soaping and scrubbing the upper
back and shoulders of the user.

For background purposes it is to be pointed out that
the state of the art to which the present invention relates
can be ascertained by referring, if desired, to a combined
back scrubbing cloth and soap holder revealed in Design
Pat. 126,875 of Apr. 29, 1941. Also and as further exem-
plary of a bath cloth which is usuable for washing one’s
back and shoulders reference may be had to a patent to
Hickman, 2,439,249 of Apr. 6, 1948,

It is an object of the present invention to improve upon
the aforementioned prior patents and any other similarly
constructed and usable prior art adaptations by providing
a soap holding back scrubber which is made of flexible
open-work fibrous material, has pocket means for insert-
able and removable cakes of soap and is equipped with
practical and easy-to-use handling means.

Briefly the appliance is characterized by a scrubber of
a length and predetermined width that it can be placed and
retentively held in reciprocable wiping contact with pre-
determined surface areas of the user’s back and shoulders
which, as is known, are difficult to reach with an ordinary
wash cloth or sponge when taking a shower or tub bath.
The herein disclosed scrubber is made of open-meshed
flexible light weight durable material and has end portions
which are provided with readily accessible holding and
handling straps. These straps are of elongated looped form
and are adapted to be gripped by the user’s hand in a
manner to shiftably draw and swish the scrubber back and
forth in a manner to achieve the results desired.

More specifically, the scrubber is made from a sheet of
flexible open-meshed nylon or equivalent material which
is folded upon itself in a manner to provide a plurality
of confronting plies which are conveniently set forth as
cooperating opposed and coacting walls,

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more. fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of a back scrubber
constructed in accordance with the principles of the inven-
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tion and showing the return-bent transverse ends pro-
vided with the open loop-like handles or hand grips.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged detail section taken approximate-
ly on the plane of the section line 2—2 of FIG. 1, look-
ing in the direction of the indicating arrows.

FIG. 3 is.an enlarged section at right angles taken on
the plane of the vertical section line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a section taken on the line 4—4 of FIG. 1
and suitably enlarged.

And FIG. 5 is an enlarged detail section taken on the
horizontal section line 5—5 of FIG. 1.

As already mentioned, the scrubber, as such, is made
from an elongated sheet of fiexible open-meshed material.
This sheet however is not herein shown except in the
form it takes after the component portions are creased
and folded into a plurality of coacting plies or lamina-
tions. The handes at the ends of the scrubber are likewise
formed from smaller pieces or sheets of open-meshed
material folded in a manner to be specifically set forth.

By considering the folded sheet and with reference in
particular to. FIGS. 1 to 3, inclusive, it will be evident
that the so-called finished scrubber, which is of requisite
length and width as illustrated in FIG. 1, is denoted by
the numeral 6, The aforementioned sheet is folded upon
itself to provide a rounded crease as at 8 (FIG. 3) and in
a manner to define a first pair of opposed outer plies or
walls which are of duplicate construction and are des-
ignated at 10. The bottom portions (FIG. 3) of these
walls are folded and directed upwardly as at 12 to pro-
vide a second pair of inner opposed plies or walls 14
whose upper lengthwise edges are folded upon themselves
as at 16 to provide depending walls, that is a third pair
of terminal walls 18 which are differentiated as flap-like
walls. The walls of the first pair 10 cooperating with the
intervening walls 14 of the second pair define soap pockets
20 into which the terminal flap-like walls 18 extend. It
follows that the over-all elongated folded sheet defines a
scrubber characterized by six interrelated plies or walls
as brought out in both FIGS. 2 and 3. The pockets 20
(two or more pockets being provided as shown in FIG.
1) are defined by transverse stitching 22 which define the
pockets. It will be evident that access to the pockets is
had by way of the unstitched portions of the walls 14
and 18. The flap-like walls 18, which are tucked down into
the pockets, permit access to be had to the pockets and
at the same time assist in keeping the small cakes of soap
in a captive state.

Experience has shown that the thus folded and con-
structed tubular scrubber should be of an adequate length
to be shifted back and forth much in the manner of using
an elongated Turkish towel in drying one’s back and
shoulders. The over-all length may vary slightly but the
width is proportional with that suggested in the views
of the drawing keeping in mind that the width dimension
should not be too wide for efficient swish-swashing the
scrubber. For strength and lightness in weight and satis-
factory soaping results the material employed resembles
tulle (such as used in constructing veils) and is preferably
nylon. The return-bent terminal end portions as brought
out in FIGS. 1 and 5 are designated at 24 and are stitched
at 26 to the end portions 28 of the loop-like handles 30.

The loop-shaped handles 30 are preferably narrow
within the band-like scrubber and hereagain suitable strips
or pieces of nylon or equivalent open-meshed material is
used. Also the strips of material are folded in the manner
best shown in FIG. 4 where it will be seen that the pri-
mary ‘bend or crease is denoted at 32 to provide outer
plies or walls 34, these walls being joined by folds 36
to the adjacent inner plies or walls 38 which in turn are
bent upon themselves to define the abutting centralized or
interior walls 40. The terminal end portions 28 are
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stitched between the bent portions 24 as shown in FIG. 1
and particularly in FIG. 5 and the bight portions are
denoted at 42.

It is believed that by examining the over-all scrubber &
with the attached handles 30 in FIG. 1 a clear and com-
prehensive understanding of the scrubber, its general and
specific construction, and the manner of use will be clear.
Accordingly, a more extended description is deemed to
be unnecessary.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to
the exact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the in-
vention.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A manually held and manipulatable back scrubbing
appliance comprising a scrubber made from an elongated
sheet of flexible open-meshed material folded upon itself
in a manner to provide a first pair of opposed outer walls,
a second pair of inner opposed walls which are situated
between interior surfaces of said outer walls, and a third
pair of terminal walls which are flap-like, are joined by
folded return-bends to coacting length-wise edges of said
second pair of inner walls, and have free edge portions
which are sandwiched and tucked into available spaces of
the respectively cooperable outer and inner walls whereby
to provide six side-by-side walls, said walls having trans-
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verse end portions and median transverse portions stitched
and thus connected together, the respective transverse
lines of stitching being spaced apart and providing in-
dividual open-mouthed pockets for soap, flexible straps
connected to the respective transverse end portions of said
scrubber and providing holding and actuating handles.

2. The scrubber defined in and according to claim 1,
and wherein said sheet of material is made of tulle-like
nylon, and said straps are loop-like and have free end
portions which are connected to cooperating transverse
end portions of the folded scrubber.
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