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13 Claims. (CI. 129-28) 
This invention relates to improvements in foll 

lower constructions for files and particularly to 
a follower for use in drawers for correspondence 
files and similar articles. 
The invention comprehends the provision of 

a follower construction formed of sheet metal 
and a drawer or tray having the upper edges 
constructed to provide track members for slid 
ably mounting the follower assembly. The foll 
lower assembly includes a follower plate formed 
to provide a housing along the upper edge to 
rigidly Support the remaining portions of the 
plate, and contains a pair of latch members nor- . 
mally projected apart by suitable resilient means 
So that the ends will engage in openings in the 
sides of the drawer adjacent the track members 
or other retaining devices to lock the follower 
in a fixed position of adjustment. The follower 
aSSembly is also provided with Supporting and 
guide brackets having track engaging Sections 
extending laterally of the follower plate beyond 
the ends thereof, and provided with arms ex 
tending inwardly and Suitably secured in the 
ends of the housing formed on the follower plate, 
in order to Support the follower plate in such 
a nanner that it is freely slidable along the 
guide members on the sides of the drawer with 
Out catching Or binding in Operation. 
In the drawings showing One embodiment of 

the invention: 
Fig. 1 shows a drawer in perspective with the 

improved follower construction. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse section through 

the drawer showing the follower assembly in rear 
elevation. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section through the hous 
ing of the follower illustrating the details of 
construction of the mounting for the latches. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on line 5-5 
of Fig. 3. - 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6-6 
of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 7 shows one of the supporting and guide 
brackets in perspective with a fragment of the 
follower plate in disassembled relation. 
The drawer 1 is provided With the usual bot 

tom 2, rear wall 3, side walls 4 and with the 
drawer front construction 5 all of which may be 
constructed and assembled in any manner well 
known in the art. 
The upper edges of side walls 4 are pro 

vided with outwardly offset portions 6 embraced 
by sheet metal track members 7 formed of strips 

of sheet metal extending around the offset por 
tions 6 and having their edges abutting the lat 
erally extending portions 8 which connect the 
offset portions 6 with the remaining portions of 
side Walls 4. These track members are rigid 
ly Secured in this manner, as clearly illustrated 
in Fig. 2 to the Side walls of the drawer and form 
guide members for slidably mounting the foll 
lower structure. 
The follower structure includes a follower 

plate 9 having a flat body portion 10 that may 
extend Substantially vertical in the drawer, as 
illustrated in Fig. 1. The upper edge of plate 
9 is provided with a laterally extending portion 
11 terminating in a depending flange. 12 over 
lying the adjacent portion of body portion 10, 
in Spaced parallel relation and COOperating there 
With to form a housing to receive and enclose 
a pair of latches 13. 
Supporting and guide brackets 14 are Secured 

in each end of the housing formed on follower 
plate 9 for slidably mounting this pate on the 
guide members at the Sides of the drawer. These 
Supporting and guide brackets are of similar 
construction but with their corresponding parts 
reversed in position so they may be mounted in 
opposed relation at Opposite ends of the follower 
plate. 
Each of the Supporting and guide bracketS 14 

is formed of sheet metal to provide a track en 
gaging Section 15 having an elongated portion 
16 provided With laterally extending flanges 17 
and 18 on opposite side edges thereof coextensive 
with section 16. The elongated portions 16 of 
each guide bracket 14 engage the Outer faces of 
track members. 7, while flanges 17 and 18 engage 
the lower and upper edges respectively of track 
members 7. The flange 18 of each guide bracket 
has a lip 19 on its free edge extending down 
Wardly and engaging the inner face of track 
member 7. This lip 19 extends from one end of 
fiange 18 along a portion of its length and ter 
minates short of the opposite end. These por 
tions of track engaging sections 15 slidably em 
brace the track members 7 and effectively retain 
the follower structure in a SSembled relation on 
the drawer, for free sliding movement on the 
track members. 
The portion of each flange 18 beyond the end 

of lip 19 is provided with a laterally extending 
arm 20 having flange portions 21. On opposite 
side edges in spaced parallel relation and pro 
vided at their free edges with a pair of support 
ing lips 22. extending in Wardly in Opposed rela 
tion, as shown in FigS. 5 and 7. 
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The arms 20 of each supporting and guide 

bracket 14 are extended into the housing of foll 
lower plate 9 from opposite ends as clearly illus 
trated in Fig. 2, and Suitably Secured to the foll 
OWer plate by Spot Welding or other Suitable 
eaS. 
Latches 13 formed of sheet metal have later 

ally extending handle portions 23 projecting 
through openingS 24 formed in portion 11 of foll 
lower plate 9. A tongue 25 is struck outwardly 
from body portion 10 and engages one edge of 
the angular supporting bracket 26 having the 
opposite edge in offset relation thereto and en 
gaging the inside face of flange 12, while the cen 
tral portion of the bracket extends between flange 
12 and body portion 10 in parallel relation to por 
tion 11 of follower 9. This bracket member 26 
supports adjacent ends of latches 13 in the hous 
ing of follower plate 9 in operative relation with 
coil spring 27 disposed between handle portions 
23 and normally operative to resiliently project 
the latches outwardly away from each other. 
The ends of latches 13 opposite to handles 23 ex 
tend outwardly through the ends of the housing 
on follower plate 9, extend through arms 20, and 
have finger portions 29 for engagement in Open 
ings 28 in the side walls of the drawer adjacent 
to track members 7. These latches are Supported 
and guided adjacent finger portions 29, by lips 
22, while the central portion of each latch 13 is 
offset laterally from the end portions as indi 
cated at 30 in Fig. 2, So... that the outer ends of 
the offset portions slidably engage the under face 
of arms 20 between flanges 21. Guide projec 
tions 31 are formed at the inner end of Offset 
portions 30 for sliding engagement against the 
under face of laterally extending portion 1. On 
follower plate 9. In this way the latches 13 are 
retained in sliding engagement in the housing 
in sliding contact with bracket 26 and lips 22. 
By manually operating handles 23 toward each 

other, finger portions 29 are withdrawn from 
openings 28 or other retaining devices on the Side 
Walls of the drawer, so that the follower construc 
tion may be freely moved longitudinally of the 
drawer. In this movement the track engaging 
sections of supporting and guide bracketS 14 will 
be freely slidable on track members 7 and COOp 
erate to prevent sticking or Wabbling of the foll 
lower during movement. The Spring 27 Will pro 
ject the latches to engage finger portions 29 in 
openings 28 after the follower has been adjusted 
to the desired position in the drawer and handles 
23 released. 

It will be noted that the Supporting and guide 
brackets, the follower plate structure, and the 
latches with their associated parts, cooperate in 
providing a follower construction formed of sheet 
metal that is economical to manufacture and 
assemble, while changes may be made in the 
structure, or relation of these parts without de 
parting from the scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a follower construction for drawers and 

the like, the combination of a drawer having a 
bottom wall and side walls extending upwardly 
therefrom in spaced parallel relation, said side 
walls having guide members provided along the 
upper edges and a series of retaining elements 
below each of said guide members, a follower 
plate, spaced supporting and guide brackets at 
tached to said follower plate and slidably en 
bracing said guide members and Supporting said 
follower plate for longitudinal movement in Said 

ii. drawer, and spring projected latch members car 

1,948,935 
ried by said follower plate and guide brackets for 
engagement with said retaining elements to nor 
mally retain said follower plate in an adjusted 
position against longitudinal movement. 

2. In a follower construction for drawers and 
the like, the combination of a drawer having a 
bottom Wall and side Walls extending upwardly 
therefrom in spaced parallel relation, said side 
Walls having guide members provided along the 
upper edges and a Series of retaining elements 
thereunder, a follower plate, Supporting and guide 
brackets attached to said follower plate and slid 
ably embracing said guide members for slidably 
mounting Said follower plate in Said dra Wer, Spring 
projected latches for normally engaging opposite 
retaining elements to retain said follower plate 
against sliding movement, and means on said 
brackets and follower plate COOperating to slid 
ably mount said latches. 

3. In a follower construction for drawers and 
the like, the combination of a drawer having a 
botton Wall and side Walls extending upWardly 
therefrom in Spaced parallel relation, track mem 
bers embracing the upper edges of said side walls 
and cooperating thereWith to form guide mem 
bers, a follower plate, Supporting and guide 
brackets attached to Said follower plate and slid 
ably embracing said track members for slidably 
mounting said follower plate in said drawer, said 
side walls each having a series of retaining ele 
ments below said track members, and Spring pro 
jected latches carried by said follower plate for 
normally engaging said retaining elements to re 
tain said follower plate against sliding movement. 

4. In a follower construction for drawers and 
the like, the combination of a drawer having a 
bottom wall and side walls extending upwardly 
therefrom in spaced parallel relation, Said side 
walls having offset upper edge portions, track 
members of sheet metal formed to embrace Said 
offset edge portions and coextensive therewith, 
said side walls each having a series of holes along 
the upper portions thereof adjacent said offset 
portions, a follower plate, Supporting and guide 
brackets attached to said follower plate and 
slidably embracing said track members for slid 
ably mounting said follower plate in Said drawer, 
and spring projected latch members slidably car 
ried by said follower plate and brackets normal 
ly engaging in opposite holes in said side Walls to 
retain said follower plate against movement. 

5. A follower construction for files, comprising 
a follower plate formed of sheet metal having a 
flat body portion, and a laterally extending por 
tion at one edge of said body portion terminating 
in a flange portion overlying said body portion in 
spaced parallel relation, a pair of Supporting and 
guide brackets each having a track-engaging 
section and a laterally extending arm extending 
between said fiange portion and body portion 
of said follower plate at one end thereof and Se 
cured thereto, and spring projected latch ment 
bers mounted on said follower plate between Said 
body portion and said flange portion having ends 
extending through said arms and normally pro 
jected outwardly toward said track-engaging 
Sections. 

6. A follower construction for files, comprising 
a follower plate formed of sheet metal having a 
flat body portion, and a laterally extending por 
tion at one edge of said body, portion terminating 
in a flange portion overlying said body portion in 
spaced parallel relation, and a pair of Supporting 
and guide brackets, each having an elongated 
track-engaging section extending transversely to 
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the plane of said body portion beyond the ends 
thereof, aid a laterally extending arm extending 
between said body portion and flange portion ad 
jacent said laterally extending portion and rig 
idly secured to Said portions, Said flange portion 
and laterally extending portions and said brackets 
cooperating to provide a substantially rigid 
mounting for Said body portion. 

7. A follower construction for files, compris 
ing a follower plate formed of sheet metal having 
a flat body portion, and a laterally extending por 
tion at one edge of said body portion terminating 
in a flange portion overlying said body portion 
in Spaced parallel relation to form a housing, a 
pair of Supporting and guide brackets, each hav 
ing an elongated track-engaging Section extend 
ing transversely to the plane of said body portion 
beyond the ends thereof, and a laterally extending 
arm on said section secured to Said follower plate 
in said housing, a pair of latches mounted in Said 
housing, each latch extending through one end 
thereof, and through the arm of one of Said 
brackets, resilient means engaged between Said 
latches for normally projecting then in opposite 
directions outwardly toward said track Sections, 
said follower plate and said brackets having 
means for slidably retaining said latches in said 
housing. W 

8. A follower construction for files, COmprising 
a follower plate formed of sheet metal having a 
flat body portion, and a laterally extending por 
tion at One edge of Said body portion terminating 
in a flange portion Overlying Said body portion 
in spaced parallel relation to form a housing, a 
pair of Supporting and guide brackets, each hav 
ing an elongated track-engaging Section extend 
ing transversely to the plane of Said body portion 
beyond the ends thereof, and a laterally extend 
ing arm on said section secured to said follower 
plate in said housing, a pair of latches, each 
formed of a strip of metal having a lateral ex 
tension at one end forming a handle, said latches 
being slidably mounted in Said housing in end to 
end relation with said handles in adjacent spaced 
relation and projecting through openings formed 
in said laterally extending portion, resilient 
means between said handles normally operative 
to project said latches apart in opposite direc 
tions, a bracket member on said body portion for 
retaining the adjacent ends of said latches and 
said resilient means in said housing, the opposite 
ends of Said latches projecting through said arms 
and slidably retained thereby. 

9. In a follower construction for fles, a sup 

3 
porting and guide bracket therefor, comprising a 
piece of sheet metal formed to provide a track 
engaging section having an elongated central 
section and laterally extending flanges from the 
side edges thereof, one of said flanges terminating 
in an inturned lip, and a laterally extending arm 
on one of said flanges having laterally extending 
portions on the side edges thereof. 

i0. In a follower construction for files, a Sup 
porting and guide bracket therefor, comprising a 
piece of sheet metal formed to provide a track 
engaging section having an elongated central sec 
tion and laterally extending flanges from the side 
edges thereof, one of said flanges terminating in 
an inturned lip, and a laterally extending arm on 
one of said flanges having laterally extending por 
tions on the side edges thereof, and a pair of Sup 
porting lips extending inwardly in opposed rela 
tion from the free edges of the laterally extending 
portions. 

1l. In a device of the class described, a latch comprising an elongated substantially rectangu 
lar strip of sheet metal having an elongated cen 
tral portion, one end of said central portion being 
formed to provide an offset end portion parallel 
with said central portion and forming a latching 
finger, and the opposite end of said strip being 
formed with a portion offset in the same direc 
tion as the other offset end portion, and With a 
handle portion projecting laterally from the end 
of said last mentioned offset end portion in a 
direction opposite to the direction of the said 
offset portions. 

12. In a device of the class described, a latch 
comprising a strip of sheet metal having an elon 
gated central portion, a downwardly offset end 
portion formed to provide a latching finger, and 
the opposite end of said strip being formed from 
the center progressively outward with an upward 
ly extending offset projection, a downwardly ex 
tending offset projection, and an upwardly pro 
jecting handle portion. 

13. A follower construction for files, compris 
ing a follower plate having a housing on One mar 
gin thereof, a pair of brackets each having a track 
engaging Section and a laterally projecting arm 
extending into said housing and secured thereto, 
and Spring projected latch members mounted 
within said housing having ends extending 
through said arms and normally projected out 
Wardly beyond Said housing and plate toward said 
track engaging Sections. 
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