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This invention relates toa foldable clothes rack
for ironing boards and the like.

It is a well known fact that among the prob-
lems of ironing clothes at home is the problem
of properly arranging and temporarily storing
the.clothes once they are ironed. Thus the aver-
age: housewife places some of her ironing upon
a table, drapes some of it over the back of a
chair; and arranges the rest in a pile on another
article of furniture: This practice is common in
many households despite the fact that it is obvi-
ously inconvenient, wasteful of time and effort,
and generally annoying.

It is the. principal object of this invention to-
provide a foldable rack which may be mounted
on ironing boards, ironing tables and the like,
for temporarily storing the ironed clothes prepar-
atory to putting them away in appropriate
drawers, closets, and the like. The foldable rack
herein described and claimed is adapted. to be:
mounted: either temporarily or permanently upon
any suitable support, such as an ironing board:
or an ironing table. It is foldable or collapsible
to very small proportions and: to an inoperative:
position flat against its ironing board or ironing
table support. When it is folded flat into inop-
erative position, it takes up little more room than.
the board on which it is mounted. When it is
set up in operative position, it occupies but a-
small space on its supporting beard, but it none-
theless provides a very considerable working area
or space for storing the ironed clothes, and in
addition, it prcvides adequate facilities for sup-
porting the clothes by means of conventional
clothes hangers. The structure of this felding
rack is sc arranged and situated that it does not
and cannot interferer with the: ironing chores:
per se. ‘

It is an other important object of this inven-
tion to: provide a fcldable clothes rack of the
character described which may very readily and.
conveniently be set up into coperative position,
and collapsed. or folded into inoperative posi-
tion by the average housewife. It is well known
that housewives and housekeepers are generally
unskilled and untrained in the mechanical arts:
and it is. important that any mechanical device
which. is intended for their use, be adapted for
proper handling by unskilled persons. The fold-

able rack constituting the present invention may :

be set.up and collapsed without the slightest dif-
ficulty by totally inexperienced housewives and
housekeepers, without prior or special instruc-
tions except such as may be set forth on the usual

instructions sheet which accompanies: new prod- 55
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ucts. The foldable rack herein. described and
claimed does not. require special tools. or any tools
whaitsoever for setting up or collapsing purposes,
nor does it require the usual steps of assembling
and disassembling & mechanical structure:; The
present rack need not be assembled or disas-
sembled, either for the purpose of setting it up
into operative positiomn or for the purpose of eol-
lapsing it to inoperative position. Instead, all
that need be done to. move:the present.rack fronr.
inoperative to operative position. or back from:
operative to inoperative position, is to ehange the
relative positions of somie of its.component. parts,

More specifically; this: foldable: rack is provided

- With & pair of slides: whieh are in one position:

when: the raek is. in: operative positien, and in
another position: when the rack is in ineperative
position. The rack also is provided with a pair
of pivotally mounted supporting members orlinks
which occupy one:angular position when: the rack
is: in: operative position, and another angular po-
sition when the rack is in inoperative position.
Other component parts of the.rack are also piv-
otally mounted and they are adapted to pivot
automatically from operative to. inoperative po-
sition and back again when said: slides and said.
pivotally mounted:links are actuated.

It is still another important objeet: of this in-
vention te provide a- foldable rack: of the char-
acter described which is: relatively steady and
rigid in ifs operative pesition: and. which is so
well balanced with: respect to the strueture which
supports it. that. aceidental collapsing or unbal-
ancing thereof is prevented. As will hereinafter
more fully appear; this foldable rack is. well
braced in every respect so as to avoid the un-
steadiness' which. is generally associated with.
foldable structures and to- definitely avoid and
prevent collapsing thereof,

A preferred. form. of this. invention is shown
i the accompanying drawing in. which:

Fig: 1 is: & perspective view of a foldable rack
made in accordance: with the- present. invention,.
showing said raek set up in operative position
on gnironing board.

Pig. 2 iy a similar view showing the same rack
in: partly folded or-collapsed: position.

Fig. 3 shows:. the same foldable rack in fully
collapsed or folded: position flat against theiron-

. ing board.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary secticnal
view;, taken om: the line 4—#& of Fig. 1, and look-
ing: dewn: upon: one of the supporting bases-of the:
foldablestructure.

Mg, 5:is aside-view of said base.:
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The foldable rack 10 which is herein deseribed
and claimed is shown mounted on an ironing
board 11, but it will be understood that this is
but illustrative of the invention, and the same
foldable rack may be mounted on any other suit-
able support. The foldable rack may be per-
manently secured to the ironing board by means
of screws 12 or it may be temporarily secured
thereby by means of C-clamps or any other suit-
able and conventional means. '

The foldable rack shown in the drawing com-
prises the following component parts: a pair of
base members {5 and 16 respectively, a pair of
links or arms 1T and 18 which are pivotally sup-
ported, respectively, on said base members 15 and
16, a pair of uprights 19 and 20 which are pivotal-
ly supported by said links or arms 1T and 18, a
cross bar 21 which is connected to the top ends
of said uprights (9 and 20, a pair of struts or
braces 22 and 23 respectively which are pivotally
supported at their lower ends by base members
i5 and 16, and which are pivotally connected at
their upper ends to said cross bar 21, a rack 24
which is pivotally supported, intermediate its
ends, by said cross bar 21, a second pair of struts
or braces 25 and 26 which are pivotally supported
at their lower ends by said base members {5 and
16 and which are pivotally and slidably connected
at their upper ends to said rack 24 by means of
slides 27 and 28 respectively, and a pair of cross
braces 29 and 30 respectively which are fastened
to the two uprights to maintain them in rigid,
parallel relationship at all times. :

Base member 15 is clearly shown in Figs. 4 and
5. It comprises an angle bar having a horizontal
portion 15z and a vertical portion 15b. The hor-
izontal portion rests upon the ironing board and
it is provided with holes to accommodate screws
i2, whereby said base member may be fastened
to said ironing board. The vertical portion [5b
of said base member 15 is provided with a hole
formed centrally thereof to accommodate a rivet
or bolt 36 whereon link or arm i1 is pivotally
mounted. The rivet or bolt 35 is somewhat long-
er than the thickness of link [T would normally
require and it carries a compression spring 36
which bears at one end against the head of said
rivet or bolt and at its opposite end against said
link or arm 1. The action of spring 36 is to
tensionally hold the link or arm (T flat against
the vertical portion 15b of the base member.

It will be noted that said vertical portion of
the base member is also provided with two addi-
tional holes 31 and 38 respectively which are
formed adjacent the two ends of said base mem-
ber. It will further be noted that a pin 39 is
provided on pivoted link or arm i1 for registra~
tion with either of said holes 37 and 38. The
vertical portion 156 of the base member is flared
or bent outwardly adjacent said holes 37 and 38
to form cam-faced approaches 40 and 41 respec-
tively to said holes 37 and 38. Hence, when
pivoted link or arm 171 is swung in clockwise di-
rection as viewed in Fig, 5, its pin 39 will engage
and ride up upon cam-faced approach 40 and
said link or arm will thereby be caused to swing
sidewardly a sufficient distance to enable said
pin 39 to clear said approach 40 and to enter
hole 31. This sideward movement of the link

or arm (71 takes place against the action of

spring 36. .

When it is desired to free said pin 39 from hole
31, link 17 must be moved manually and lateral-
ly away from vertical portion i5b of the base
member a sufficient distance to enable said pin
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4
37 to clear approach 40. Link or arm [T may
be swung in counter-clockwise direction until its
pin engages and rides up upon cam-faced ap-
proach 4i and in the manner described herein-
above, pin 39 will thereby be enabled to enter
hole 38. It will more fully hereafter appear,
that when the foldable rack herein described
and claimed is in its operative position, pin 39
is in engagement with hole 31. When the rack
is in folded or collapsed position against the iron-
ing board, pin 39 is in engagement with hole 38.

Still another hole 45 is formed in vertical por-
tion 15b of the base member, this hole being
formed adjacent hole 38. It accommodates a
bent portion 46 which is formed at the bottom of
strut 22. Accidental dislodgement of said bent
portion 46 from hole 45 is prevented by conven-
tional means as, for example, by upsetting the
end of said bent portion 46. Strut 25 has an eye
47 formed at its lower end and it will be noted
in Fig. 4 that bent portion 46 of strut 22 projects
through said eye 41. It is by this means that
struts 22 and 25 are pivotally connected to each
other and it is by the same means that they are
pivotally supported by base member 5. It will
be noted in Fig. 5 that a cutout 48 is formed in
pivoted link or arm 1T to enable said link or arm
to clear bent portion 4§ of strut 22 when said link
is swung in counter-clockwise direction to the
position which it is shown to occupy in Fig. 3.

The free end of pivoted link or arm (T has a
hole 49 formed therein and it will be seen that
upright (8 has a bent lower end portion 50, sim-
ilar to bent end portion 48 of strut 22, and that
said bent end portion 50 projects through hole
49 in said link or arm 171. To prevent accidental
dislodgement of said bent end portion §0 from
hole 49, said bent end portion may be upset or
any other conventional means may be utilized
for the purpose indicated. It is by this means
that upright 19 is pivotally supported by link or
arm 7.

What has been said of base member 15 and the
several members which it supports is equally true
of base member {6 since the two base members
are identical with each other in every respect, ex-
cept that one is suitable for use on the left side
of the entire rack structure and the other is
suited for use on the right side thereof.

It has been stated that rack 24 is pivotally
supported intermediate its ends on cross bar 21.
This cross bar may, if desired, be integral with
uprights 18 and 20 and as a practical matter,
said uprights and said cross bar may be made of
a single length of steel rod or other suitable
material, bent to the shape of an inverted U.
Rack 24 in its preferred form comprises a plu-
rality of longitudinally extending rods or bars
24a to 247 inclusive, and a pair of transverse rods
249 and 24h respectively which are fastened to
the ends of said longitudinal rods to fix their
positions relative to each other. A pair of clips
51 and 52 are fastened to two of the inner longi-
tudinal rods or bars 24b and 24e respectively, and
said clips are pivotally mounted on cross bar 21.
Hence the rack is enabled to pivot on said cross
bar 21 either in clockwise or counter-clockwise
direction. Outer longitudinal rods or bars 24a
and 24f are free along their entfire length and
slidably mounted thereon are slides 28 and 21
above mentioned. When these slides are brought
leftwardly, as viewed in Fig. 1, as far as trans-
verse bar 24¢g will allow them to go, struts 25
and 26 will be positioned in the manner shown
in Fig. 1 to support rack 24 in horizontal posi-.
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tion. When it is desired to swing said rack into
inoperative position, as shown in Fig. 2, slides
27 and 28 are moved rightwardly until they coin-
cide, substantially, with the cross bar 2i. The
rack wiil then tilt to vertical position against the
uprights 19 and 26.

The final step in folding the entire rack assem-
bly flat against the ironing board involves disen~
gaging pin 83 from hole 37 and the correspond-
ing pin from the corresponding hole on base
membper (6. The two links or arms {7 and {8 are
now free to pivot in counter-clockwise direction
to the positions which they are shown to occupy
in Fig. 3. Pin 39 will now engage hole 38 and
the corresponding pin or link i8 will engage the
corresponding hole in base member {6, The
structure will now he locked in folded or inopera-
tive position flat against the ironing board. To
set the structure up into operative position, the
steps above described are followed in reverse
order.

It will be understood that the foregoing is
descriptive of a preferred form of this invention
and that other forms, and modifications of the
form thus described and shown, may be had
within the broad scope and spirit of the inven-
tion.

I claim:

1. A foldable clothes rack for ironing boards
and the like, comprising g pair of base members
which are attachable to the ironing board, a
pair of arms which are pivotally supported at
one end by said base members, a pair of uprights
which are pivotally supported at their lower ends
by the opposite, free ends of the arms, a rack
which is pivotally supported intermediate its
ends by the upper ends of said uprights, a pair
of struts which are pivotally connected at their
lower ends to the base members and pivotally
connected at their upper ends to the upper ends
of the uprights, and a second pair of struts which
are pivotally supported at their lower ends by
said base members on the same pivots which
support the first pair of struts on said base, said
pivots being axially aligned with each other, and
pivotally and slidably connected at their upper
ends to the rack adjacent the upper ends of said
uprights, said pivotally supported arms being
mounted for pivotal movement from one hori-
zontal position to another horizontal position
spaced 180° therefrom, and catches being pro-
vided at the free ends of said arms to lock them
in either of their said horizontal positions.

2. A ioldable clothes rack for ironing boards
and the like, comprising a pair of base members
which are attachable to the ironing board, a
pair of arms which are pivotally mounted on
said base members, a pair of uprights which are
pivotally supported at their lower ends by said
arms, a rack which is pivotally supported inter-
mediate its ends on the upper ends of said up-
rights, a pair of struts which are pivotally con-
nected at their lower ends to the base members
on axially aligned pivots, and pivotally connected
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at their upper ends to the upper ends of the
uprights, the pivotal connections between the
rack and the upper ends of the uprights, and the
pivotal connections between the upper ends of
the uprights and the upper ends of the struts,
being coaxial with each other, and a second pair
of struts which are pivotally supported at their
lower ends by said base members on the same
aligned pivots which support the first pair of
struts on said base, and pivotally connected at
their upper ends to said rack adjacent the upper
ends of said uprights, said pivotal connections
at the upper ends of said second pair of struts
being slidably connected to said rack for move-
ment toward and away from said coaxial pivotal
connections.

3. A foldable clothes rack for ironing boards
and the like, comprising a pair of base members
which are attachable to the ironing board, a
pair of arms which are pivotally supported at
one end by said base members, a pair of uprights
which gre pivoitally supported at their lower ends
by the opposite, free ends of the arms, a rack
which is pivotally supported intermediate its
ends by the upper ends of said uprights, a pair
of struts which are pivotally connected at their
lower ends to the base members on axially
aligned pivots and pivotally connected at their
upper ends to the upper ends of the uprights,
the pivotal connections between the rack and the
upper ends of the uprights and between the
upper ends of the struts and the uprights being
coaxial with each other, and a second pair of
struts which are pivotally supported at their
lower ends by said base members on the same
aligned pivots which support the first pair of
struts on said base, said second pair of struts
being also pivotally and slidably connected at
their upper ends to said rack adjacent the upper
ends of said uprights, said pivotal and slidable
connections between the upper ends of the sec-
ond pair of struts and the rack comprising a pair
of spaced, parallel rods on said rack which inter-
sect the axis of said coaxial pivotal connections,
and a pair of slides on said rods, the upper ends
of said secord pair of struts being pivotally con-
nected to said slides on a common axis which is
parallel to the axis of said coaxial pivotal con-
nections.
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