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To all ?ph???, i? ??? conce7°?, : 
Beit known that I, THOMASR. ABERNETHY, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Chicago, in the county of Cook 

5 and State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Binding-Posts, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates, especially to devices 

employed for securing electrical connection be 
Io tween wires and other conductors, and has for 

its object the production of a binding-post 
wherein the connection is sure, presenting a 
large surface to the conducting-wire, clean, and 
affording ample protection from dust, wet, &c.; 

I5 wherein the Wire will not be cut, work loose, 

the wire projecting to make a cross or cut-out 
when employed upon a switch-board, and 
wherein effective means are employed for se 

2o curing the post to the table, board, or other ob 
ject to which it is desired to affix it. 
To attain the desired results my invention 

consists, essentially, in a metallic base having 
a screw-threaded perforation therein adapted 

25 and arranged to engage with a screw for secur 
ing the post to any appropriate support. The 
upper portion of the base bears a screw 
threaded projection, perforated where it joins 
the base for the passage of the conducting-wire. 

3o Acap the interior or lower portion whereofcor 
responds in shape to the upper portion of the 
base is arranged to fit thereon, being forced 
down upon the conducting-wire by a threaded 
cavity therein, which engages with the projec 

35 tion from the lower portion of the post. A 
milled button at the top of the cap facilitates 
manipulation; and my invention also involves 
certain other novel and useful combinations or 
arrangements of partisand peculiarities of con 

4o struction and operation, all of which will be 
hereinafter first fully described, and then 
pointed out in the claims. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side elevation 

of my improved binding-post. Fig.2 is a ver 
45 tical axial sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 is a 

perspective view of the post, with the cap re 
moved. Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of 
a modified form of post, showing a screw at 
the bottom of the cap engaging with a thread 

5O around the base. 

Like letters of reference, wherever they oc 
cur, indicate corresponding parts in all the 
figures. 
A is the base of the post, provided with a 

Screw-threaded perforation, B, adapted and 55 
arranged to engage with a screw, C, for securing 
the device to aboard, table, or other support, D. 
I prefer this mode of attaching the post to its 
Support, as it is often desirable to have the 
conducting-wire join the post upon a particu- 6o 
lar side, and the post as thus constructed can 
be secured in the requisite position; but of 
course a screw might be affixed to or form a 
part of the base of the post, as in those of or 
dinary construction. 65 

or pull out; which does not leave the end of Eis a shoulder formed upon the base, slotted 
ate for the passage of the conducting-wire, the 
upper portion, E, of the base being conical or 
Sugar-loaf in shape, as plainly shown. 
F is a screw-threaded projection extending 7c. 

from the base, said projection being perfo 
rated at f for the passage of the conducting 
wire G. 
His a cap-piece, the lower surface or inte 

rior whereof corresponds in shape to the up- 75 
per portion, E, of the base A, a female screw, 
J, engaging with the projection F. The top K. 
of the cap is milled or roughened to facilitate 
manipulation. 
When constructed in accordance with the So 

foregoing description, my improved binding 
post will be found admirably adapted to the 
uses and purposes for which it is intended, as 
it may be made of any size for use with any 
gage of wire. , 85 

In placing the post in position for use, the 
base is first secured to the Support and the 
wire passed through the perforation f. When 
the cap is placedin position and screwed home, 
it will bend the wire down upon each side of go 
the upper portion of the base, Wedging it 
tightly between the surface thereof and the 
wall of the cap, and as the space therebetween 
gradually decreases as the cap passes down 
ward, various thicknesses of wire may be em- 95 
ployed with one size of post, and as the wire 
extends entirely over the conical portion of 
the base in the smaller sizes of posts, there will 
be nearly an inch of contact, insuring a sub 
stantially perfect electrical connection. If, Io 
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now, the cap be removed, a good contact will 
still be maintained, as the wire will continue 
to hug the base of the post. 

In the post shown in Fig. 4 a screw-thread, 
L., is formed above the collar E or upon the 
collar, a corresponding screw-thread, L. near 
the rim of the cap engaging therewith, form 
ing a tight joint between the parts; but the 
screw-thread may be left off of the projection 
A, the thread at the rim of the cup being suf 
ficient to hold the parts. 

Having now fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new therein, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent, is 

1. Abinding-post forforming electrical con 
nection between a conducting-wire and other 
conductors, consisting of a conical or sugar 
loaf-shaped base provided with means for se 
curing to a support, and having a projection 
at its apex perforated for the passage of the 
conducting-wire, a cap the interior whereof 
conforms in shape to the base engaging there 
with, substantially as and for the uses and pur 
poses shown and described. 

2. In a device of the character herein speci 
fied, a conical post provided with a screw 
threaded perforation at bottom for engaging 
With a securing-screw, as set forth, and hav 
ing a perforated projection at top adapted and 

arranged to receive a conducting-wire, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. A binding-post wherein the upperportion 
of the base is conical or sugar-loafin shape, a 
screw-thread being formed at the base of the 
cone, and arranged to engage with a corre 
sponding thread near the rim of a cap passing 
down thereover, substantially as shown and 
described. 

4. The combination, with the base A, having 
a conical upperportion, E, of a screw-threaded 
projection, F, perforated at f, substantially as 
and for the uses and purposes shown and de 
Scribed. 

5. In a binding-post of the character here 
in specified, base A, screw-threaded perfora 
tion B, screw C, cone E, projection F, perfo 
rated at f, and cup or cap-piece H, the whole 
combined and arranged to operate substan 
tially as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the fol'egoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 13th day of Octo 
ber, 1883. 

THOMAS R. ABERNETHY. 
Witnesses: 

P. J. BLACK, 
MIARY A. ABERNIETHY. 
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