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Te all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANTON T. PEFFER, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of St. Cloud, Stearns county, State of Minne-
sota, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Merchandise-Exhibitors;
and my preferred manner of carrying out the
invention is set forth in the following full,
clear, and exact description, terminating with
claims particularly specifying the novelty.

Thisinvention relates to display-racks, and
morse especially to that class of devices known
as ‘““merchandise-exhibitors;” and the object
of the same is to produce an improved device
for supporting shoestrings and the like.

To thisend the invention consists in the de-
tails of construction hereinafter more fully
described and claimed and as illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of this ex-
hibitor complete and in use, the strings being
shown in dotted lines. TFig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view looking from the rear and illustrat-
ing in dotted lines the position of the ends of
the arms within the base-plate. Fig. 3isa
side elevation with the base-plate applied in
reverse position. Fig. 4 is a detail, on a re-
duced scale, showing several pairs of arms
supported by a single base:-plate which is con-
siderably elongated laterally.

Referring to the drawings, 4-is the base-
plate, havmo lips3. 9and6arethedoubleand
single arms, shaped about as shown in the
dmwings. The double arm is of light wire
bent atits centerat 11 into two members, and
the single arm is of heavy wire standing be-
tween said members. The exact shape, size,
and materials of parts are unimportant, ex-
cept as hereinafter specified in detail, and
considerable latitude in manufacture may be
permitted to the maker without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

The base-plate 4 has an upright body whose
ends are turned over upon it into lips 3 at the
upper and lower extremities. 'The upper lip

and the body are shown pierced with a single
hole 2 and the lower lip with two such holes
2’ 2'; all the holes passing through the lip and
through the base-plate dir ectly opposite.
The double arm 9 comprises two members,
as above stated, and in side elevation they
have an elbow 12 at about the center of their

(Wo model)

length, while their upper ends are coiled into
eyes 8 and their extremities. pass downward
through the bend of the upper lip, between
the latter and the base-plate at opposite sides
of the single hole 2, and are turned to the rear
and 11veted as ab 1

The smOle arm 6 is hook-shaped in side ele-
vation, as shown, its free end 7 extending be-
tween the members of the double arm, its cen-
ter 5standing at the bottom of the device, and
its inner end passing upward through the
bend of the lower lip between the two holes
2'.2', with its extremity turned to the rear and
riveted, as at 1.

In the construction shown in Fig. 3 the base-
plate is reversed, so that the rivets will be in
the lips. Klsewhere they will be in the back
of the base-plate. The fastening-screws S ob-
viously pass through the holesin the lips and
base-plate and enter a suitable support U.
A small serew-driver can beinserted between
the members of the double arms to seat the
upper screw S, and this screw-driver can be
passed to either side of the single arm to seat
the two lower screws, as will be clear.

The device is preferably finished in nickel
or japan and ornamented as desired.

In the use of the device above described a
bunch of strings orthelike isinserted between
the free end 7 of the single arm and the body
9 of the double arm and is borne downward.
This presses said body o the rear and com-
presses the coils 8, and the strings pass over
the elbow 12 and engage between the clamp-
ing portion 10 and the hook portion 6 of the
rigid arm. Thereafter the outward pressure
of the clamping portion holds the strings
neatly on exhibition, and when it is desired
to withdraw one or more they are grasped and
pulled longitudinally from the bunch and
out of the exhlbltm The bunch decreases
in size with the removal of each string, and
the two parts 10 and 6 come closer and closer
together until finally all the strings are re-
moved. Tarticular attention is called to the
triple fastening between each arm and the
base-plate. The former is elamped beneath
the lip, is riveted through the back of the
base-plate, and is held by the fastening-
serews, and experience has proven that very
rarely, if ever, do the arms become detached
even with rouo*h nsage.
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In Fig. 4 is shown, on a reduced scale, how
a single base-plate can be elongated laterally
into a strip preferably shaped about as herein
illustrated and with the lips turned over to
the back, as indicated in dotted lines. The
face of this strip may earry suitable adver-
tising matter, and the arms are arranged in
pairs and supported by the strip in the man-
ner above described.

What is claimed as new is—

1. The herein-described merchandise-ex-
hibitor, the same comprising one rigid hook-
shaped arm and one yielding arm whose body
has a clamping portion pressed normally to-
ward the hook; and a base-plate withits ends
bent over into lips, the ends of the arms en-
tering the bends between the body and lips
and being riveted through the rear member
thereof and clamped between the adjacent
faces of both, asand for the purpose set forth.

2. The  herein-described merchandise-ex-
hibitor, the same comprising one rigid hook-
shaped -arm and one yielding arm whose body
has a -clamping portion pressed normally to-
ward the hook; and a base-plate having its
ends bent over into lips parallel with its body,
the latter and the lips of the plate being
pierced with registering holes, the ends of the
arms entering the bends and standing be-
tween the lips and body, and screws passing
through said holes onto an upright support,
as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The herein-described merchandise-ex-
hibitor, the same comprising one rigid hook-
shaped armand one yielding arm whose body
has a clamping portion pressed normally to-

ward the hook; and a base-plate having itsup-
perandlowerends bentoverintolipsstanding
forward of and parallel with its body, said lips
and body being pierced with registering holes,
the ends of the arms passing through the bends

and being riveted to the body at their extremi-
‘ties, and fastening-screws passing through-

the holes for clamping the ends of the arms
between the lips and body, substantially as
described.
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4.- The herein-deseribed merchandise-ex-

hibitor, the same comprising a rigid hook-
shaped arm in one member, and a yielding
arm in two parallel members normally eross-
ing the hook three times and having a clamp-
ing portion to press the merchandise toward

-i6; a base-plate with its ends bent over into
‘lips parallel with its body, the bend of one
:lip having a central hole and that of the other

a pair of holes for respectively receiving the
inner ends of the rigid and yielding arms,
said lips and the base-plate at points opposite
them being also respectively provided with
twoand with one registering transverse holes,
and fastening devices passing through the
latter out of alinement with the inner ends
of the arms for clamping them in place, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
seribed my signature this the 11th day of De-
cember, A. D. 1899,

ANTON T. PEFFER.

Witnesses:
H. 8. LOCKE,
J. R. BENNETT.
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