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This invention relates to luach boxes, and it has ref-

erence more particularly to improvements in those types

of metal lunch boxes that are equipped with a hingedly
attached lid or cover portion within which a “Thermos”
bottle is adapted to be contained; the box cover portion
being so shaped that wien the bottle is dispcsed length-
wise therein, the cylindrical housing of the bottle will fit

firmly thereagainst, and can be held firmly in place by

the applying of a spoon, or the like, transversely of the
medial portion of the boitle and holdingly engaging the
spoon ends with walls of the arched cover at opposite
sides of the bottle,

It is the principal object of the present invention to
provide a novel and praciical means for holding a
“Thermos” bottle in the manner above noted in the cover
or lid portion of a lunch box of the above described char-
acter; this novel means being characterized by the use of
a spoon of predetermined length that permits it to be ap-
plied to the box cover in a particular way, and which
spoon has its handle portion equipped at its end for hold-
ing application to a hook, clip or clasp that is fixed to one
sidewall of the cover, and when so applied, the end of the
bowl of the spoon is positioned for support by engaging
with a wall of the box to which the cover is attached
thus to hold the spoon in its intended supporting posi-
tion.

It is a further cbject of my invention to provide a clip,
clasp or hook that may be easily and readily applied to
one wall of a lunch box cover for the purpose of fixing a
spoon thereto to serve its “Thermos” bottle supporting
function; such hooks, clips or clasps being mounted
through the medial plates that serve to protect the ma-
terial of the lid from being scratched, dented or otherwise
damaged by reason of the wedging action of the spoon
when held in bottle supporting positicn.

Further objects and advantages of the present invention
resides in the details of construction of the spoon holding
clips, clasps or hooks, and in the details of the spoon. and
the manner of applying if in the cover portion of the
lunch box.

In accomplishing these and other ob]ects of the inven-
tion, I have provided thé improved details of construction,
the preferred forms of which are illustrated in the accom-
panymg drawmgs, wherein:

.Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing_ a lunch box as
equipped with a spoon and spoon holdmg means em-
bodied. by _the present mventlon, the cover pomon bemg
shown in 1ts open posmcn e
pornon showing the posmon in which a “Thermos” bottle
is applied thereto, and the mode of application of the
spoon for holding the bottle in place.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the spoon supporting
hook and plate on which the hook is mounted.

Fig. 4 is a sectional detail of a wall portion of the box
cover and the heok mounting plate, illustrating an alter-
native manner of securing the plate and hook in place.
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Fig. 5 is a view showing an alternative means: for.and
mode of attachmg the spoon to the box cover.

‘Fig. 6 is a sectional view. of parts taken on line 6—6
in Fig. 5.

Fig. 7 is a sectional detail showing another means: for
and mode of attaching a spoon in the box cover for sup-
port of the “Thermos” bottle therein,

-Fig.- 8 is a sectional view taken on-the line -8—8 in
Fig. 7.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of an alternative- form-of
spodn securing hook des1gned for use in lieu of- that -of
Figs. 1 and 4.

Referring more in detall to -the-drawings:

1 designates what may be a Iunch box of a type present-

bly in general use, and equipped with a cover portion-2-that

is hifigedly attached along its lower edge to- the back-wall
ia of the box, by conventional means, as shown at 3,in

Figs. 1 and 2, to swing between the open position in whwh
it is -shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and its closed posmon in
which it has been shown in dot and dash lines in Fig.- 2.
The box 1 is usually constructed of metal and is- made
in the elongated rectangular form shown. Boxes now
generally in use are about four and three-fourths inches
wide, four inches deep and ten inches long. - The cover
portion 2 is made in the dome form shown in Fig: 2, with
its top portion cylindrically curved to conform substan-
tially fo the cylindrical curvature of a standard “Thermos”
bottle, such as that de51gnated by reference numeral 5.
it is intended, and it is customary to store the “Thermos”
bottle in the cover or lid portion 2, as shown in Fig. 1,
then to close the cover over the box-for its securement
by suitable clasps, such as those shownat- 6, in-Fig. 1,
‘or by other suitable means.

The present invention anticipates the use of a spoon, or
the like for holding the bottle in place in the cover 2, and
invention is based upon the details of construction of ‘the
speen and of a hook, or the like, for the securement of
the spoon in the cover so that it can serve the intended
function of supporting the bottle in place as stored in the
cover.

In the present showing, 16 designates a spoon -that is
made in the conventmnal shape and in a predetermined
length to adapt it to be applied to the cover and against
the bottle, transversely thereof, as seen in Fig. 2. Ad-
jacent its outer end, the spoon handle 16x 1s formed Wlth
a transverse slot 11. This slot is designed to receive a
hook - theréthrough for support of the spoon; the hook
being applied to the inside of the front wall of the cover
midway of its ends as seen in Fig. 1.

In Fig. 3, 1 have shown the present preferred form of
hook and the hook mounting plate 14. This plate is of thin
sheet metal, in near rectangular form. Itis applied against
the inside of the lid wall and is fixed thereto for example
by passing a short belt 16 through plate and wall as shown
in Fig. 2 or by spot welding. - Punched inwardly from the
plate, in spaced relationship in a direction lengthwise of
the cover, are paired loops ‘17—17 in which the opp051te
end pomons of hook forming wire are contained. ~This
wire is so bent as to prov1de the spoon securing hook-18
of the form best shown in Fig. 3. It will be observed also,
by reference to Fig. 2, that the hock is directed toward
the top, and away from the open lower side of the cover
or Ld. This provides that ‘when.the -hook- is apphed
through the slot of the spoon handle, and the handle is di-
rected across the bottle, the end of the bowl of the spoon
can come to rest against the box wall. The pressure of
the “Thermos” bottle against the spoon cannot then dis-
engage the spoon handle from the hook.

In the application of the spoon to the box cover for the
support of the bottle therein, the procedure is to extend
the end of the spoon handle into the cover beyond the
hook end, then to pass the end of the hook shank through
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.the spoon slot 11, and swing the spoon down and agamst
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.- the. cover wall .to the bottle engaging position. shown in. . -

- Fig. 2. Upon closing the cover, the lower end of the

spoon will then come to a position of support on the top

~edge -of the back wall 1a of the lunch:box, as shown in

"~ dotted lines in Fig. 2; the wall 1a being recessed, as at 1x

in Fig. 1, to seat the spoon end therein. :Thus the. spoon,
as so positioned and held w1ll retam the bottle securely in
place.. -

To remove the spoon from its bottle retalmng posmon,
the cover is opened to position of Fig: 2, then the spoon

-.is merely grasped by its lower end pornon and pulled up--

- wardly as the uppeér end of the handle is pushed 1nward1y
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- “and disengaged from the hook. The end of the hook is .

_‘normally disposedclose to the cover wall and thus the
- entrance tothe hook seat is normally closed,; but by rea-
son of ‘the resiliency-of the hook forming wire, the hook

can be sprung outwardly for the applymg or dxsengagmg

. of the spoon handle. - :
As an alternate form of hook, I provide. the device of
I-_’xg 9. . This comprises a base plate 14x that is substan-
tially - square, and formed at least two opposite corners
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with extended -ears- 20—20 that may be passed through -

slots -provided . therefor- -in -the -cover wall;* and then
clinched to secure: the plate in place. A hook 18x is

“struck from the plate and bent-to assume substantially the-

same:form as the hook 18 of Fig.:2 and 1t is used in the
* same way as hook 18.

It will ‘be hére explamed that the plate 14 of Fig. 3 .

might also be provided with tabs, like the tabs 20 of Fig.
9, for-use in the attachment of the plate 14 to'the cover

' wall, gither by themiselves or to" supplement the bolt 16.
Another alternative -construction :is. shown ‘in Fig. 4;.
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wherein- it is noted that the-wall of the cover has loops .. *

“17x 'struck  inwardly therefrom and these are adapted
to--nest, as’ illustrated, within the loops 17—17 of the

plate 14 to receive-the aligned and.outturned end por--

tions of -the wire- which secures - the ‘hook 18 in-place:

This provision for loops 17x eliminates the need for the "
40

- use-of ‘a bolt, as in Fig. 3, for the securement of the plate
‘in place. However, this formof conpection might also
be “supplemented by spot weldmg or by use- of tabs on
the plate.

In Figs. 5 and 6,1 have ﬂlustrated another manner of
and means for securement of ‘the handle portion. of a
“spoon-tothe cover'wall. However, this calls for a special
shaping of the spoon handle. In these views, 25 desig-

nates a metal strap that has opposite-end- portions 25x-

offset in the same direction and secured as by-tivets 26
shown-or by spot welding to the inside surface-of the
sidewall of the -cover 2. The spoon has the outer end
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'3, 4 or 9 the hook end’i is applied through the slot in the;"

end- portlon of - the. spoon - handle; ~and -the-direction-of
the hook is such that the pressire of the retained “Ther- -
mos” bottle 5 against the-spoon. will hold it -against any:
accidental’ release from the-hook. The other end of the
spoon.- -will be supported on-the. box wall while the cover .
is closed.

One advantage of the use of the plate 14 of Flgs 3

and 4 or plate 14x of Fig. 9, is that it _prevents pressure:
of the spoon end from’ dentmg or marring.or deformlng L

the lid wall.

With -the parts so deswned and assembled the spoon, o

retains the bottle in place while the. cover is closed;-and
when the cover is_cpened, the spoom can be easily and .
readily removed for use, and such removal, releases the
bottle. ’
Having thus descrlbed my mventlon what I cla1m as, :
new therein and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: ..
1. In a lunch box of the character described; 'COmpris- i

ing.a box-like body ‘and a-cover therefor hinged- along .-~

one edge to the backwall of the body: to swing between
closed .and open positions; said. cover being of campanu-
late formr in cross-section, -a . “Thermos” )
ably .seated -within the- cover, a ho¢k ‘mounting: plate

disposed flatly against and fixed to that wall -of the cover - ‘

that is. opposite its hinged edgé at a location, within the :-
cover, intermediate the ends of the bottle a-hook attached
to said plate and overlying-it, and a spoon disposed-in

the cover and across the bottle to support it as-disposed” -~
within- the -cover; said spoon having: a slot- through-the: ..

outer end portion of its handle through-which said hook

is passed for support of the spoon at that end; and said~- "~
" spoon being of -such length  that;” when ~so* applied, its -

slotted end will bear against said-plate.and the end-of
-its ‘bowk will wedgingly -engage with the hinged wall-of- -1
- ‘the .cover. and will - rest for support when the:cover is = .

closed over the body ‘on the- top edge of the body wall to
which the cover is hinged.

apart, loops pressed -outwardly from the plate, and said
hook s formed from. a single piece.of wire that is bent
to hook form with the opposite. end-portions-of the wire

“extended throuzh said loops to mount the hook on the

plate. - -
3. A lunch box as rec1ted in clalm T wherem ‘the sald

- hook is -directed away from the open sideof the ‘cover s
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portion, of its handle 10x ‘turned backwardly and for- -

I Wafdly to- provide a hock-like end portion 184, “This
. is adapted to be hooked ‘over the outset central portion

“of the secured strap, as shown best in-Fig. 6, to hold that

[
Qe

end ' of the spoon.when the spoon IS placed in bottled .

holding position of Fig. 2. .

In -the other form of ‘spoon- attachmo means shown'
m,Flgs 7-and 8; the spoon handle 18y is shown to be
equipped at.its end with a knob 39. ;Attached—'to the .

cover wall is a clip 32.... This comprises fwo coacting
- yieldable jaws.or fingers 31— 31 between which'the knob
-~ 'can-bg applled and held.~ ‘'The knob: can be pulled from

between. the: jaws,;: but under nmormal use  the -clip -will -
hold the spoon sufficiently ‘secure for its support of the :

“Thermos” bottle.. -
In the use - of the spoon securmg hooks as: of Flgs 2,
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-to prevent release of the spoon handle therefrom under -

pressure ‘thereagainst. by the “Thermos” bottle. *= -« - -

whict: the ‘cover is ‘hingedly attachedis Vformed with-a
depression in its. t6p edge" to-seat the ‘end- of the ‘spoon : -

bowl therein-as a means of retalmng 1t agamst dlsplace- a

ment from functional posmon - .
5. A lunch box as in claim 3, wherein the spoon handle

_is curved along ifs medial portion, to conform to the-cur- =+
“vature of the wall surface of the “Thermos” bottle: agamst»r i
: whxch it engaoes when in bottle supportmg posmon Tl
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