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o lMy present invention relates to improvements
in’ brief cases, portioligs, and ansalogous devices.
More particularly it relates to improvements in

eénvelope types of cases of the character which’

6 are closed by a metallic slide fastener or ““Zipper.”
- “Zipper” closed brief cases of several types are
now on the market but so far as I am aware there

s no brief case on the market having a slide
- fastener closure only at the top of the case and

10 which'is capable of a direct bellows type expansion
at all four sides or edges. Usually these cases
have gussets along three edges but the front and

“‘back of the case are connected directly together
along at least one edge.. The result of this is that
16 the case cannot be uniformly filled because there
is no room for expansion-at.one edge of the case.
When an excess of material is introduced into the
case it results either in inability to completely
. close the-“Zipper” or in straining and ripping the
.go seams of the bag. Unless the slide fastener is
entirely closed there is the danger of ruining the
contents of the bag in inclement weather.
Other types of bags have been provided in which
" the “Zipper” fastening ran along three sides of
g5 the bag but with a case of this character com-
plete opening of the “Zipper” opens up the en-
tire bag and it is extremely inconvenient to ex-
tract .a-single article from the bag without ex-
posing or spilling its entire contents. In any
80 event if the bag is fully packed its contents be-
come displaced whenever the bag is open and
considerable time and inconvenience is involved
in: rearranging them. before the bag can again be
closed. : -
85 In accordance with my invention I employ a
case having the usual relatively stiff front and
_back portions and having one or more partitions
disposed between them. The partitions are con-

-~ nected to the front and back sections of the case

40 by flexible gussets at the side edges and bottom
of the case, the ends of the relatively stiff parti-
tions serving to . predetermine the fold lines of
the gussets.- Co )

Extending across the top of the case is a top
46 gitsset which is fully as wide as the gusset at the
sides and bottom of the bag. The gusset is, of
- course, slit to provide an opening through which
access is'gained to the bag and the edges of this
slit carry the interengaging teeth of the metallic
50 seam or slide fastener closure.

If desired fold lines in this top portion of the -

- gusset may be predetermined by separate re-

- enforced members such as wires secured to the

“gusset and forming continuations of the fold
.35 lines defined by the partitions. :

(CL 150—1.6)

Thus full and complete bellows type expansion
may be had and the bag can comfortably accom-
modate a great deal more material than prior
types of cases having comparable external sur-
face areas. 'This too without danger of Inad- 5
vertent opening of the bag or straining of the
seams, .

“The invention may be more fully understood
from the following description in connection with
the accompanying drawing, wherein: 10

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a brief case em-
bodying the invention,

_Fig. 2 is a broken vertical sectional view on the

"line 2—2 of Fig. 1.-

Fig. 3 is a sectional detall on the line 3—3 of 15
Fig. 1. Lo

Fig. 4 is perspective detail with parts broken
away showing the relationship of the reenforc-
ing wires to the partitions at one corner of the

bag, and 20

Fig.-5 is a fragmentary sectionsal view similar
to Fig. 2 illustrating a modification.

The brief case includes a front section {0 and
a back section i1 usually made of leather, imi-
tation leather or some generally equivalent fair- o5
ly stiff durable material. I have shown sections
10 and i1 reenforced by wires 12 arranged in
grooves in inner faces of the sections and covered
by protective strips 13. 'This reenforcing con-
struction is disclosed and clalmed in my prior 39
patent, No. 1,994,235, dated March 12, 1935 and
its use in the present type of brief case is en-

» tirely optional.

Disposed between the front and back sections
of the case are any suitable number of partition gg
members 14 which divide the interior of the case
into a plurality of compartments. These parti-

- tions terminate short of the top of the case so that

the top of the case will not interfere with the re-
moval of articles from the front and back pockets. 40
The partitions are connected along their bottom
and side edges with, the front and back sections
10 and {1 by flexible gussets 5. The gussets are
secured to the partition edges by lines of stitch-
ing 16 and may be secured to the €dges of the 45
front and rear section of the brief case by one
of the same lines of stitching 1T which secures the
strip 13 in place. The material which forms the
gussets 15 may be in the nature of a continuous
strip extending from the top of the partitions 50
down one side of the bag, under the bottom of
the bag, and up the other side or edge of the bag
to approximately the point where the top of the
partitions terminate.
A complementary gusset forming piece 18 ex-~ 55
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tends across the top of the bag and overlaps the
upper edges of the gusset forming member 185.
Member 18 is preferably riveted, as at 19, to the
gusset plece 15 and the edges of the member 18
are, of course, sewed to the edges of the bag sec-
tions {0 and 11 by lines of stitching 20,

The top gusset section-18 has & slit therein ex-
tending longitudinally and centrally all the way
across the top of the bag and part way down
each side of the bag. Sewed to the edges of the

. slit are strips of flexible material 21 carrying sets

15

20

of interengaging teeth 22, these teeth being
cammed into engagement with each other by the
movement of & slide member 22a. The slide and
teeth cooperatively define a standard type of me-
tallic seam or “Zipper” closure.

The gusset 18 is preferably just as wide as theé-_
gusset 15 so that the bellows or accordian type
expansion of the bag takes place wlth uniformity
at all four edges thereof.

The edges of the partition at their point of
Junction with the gusset member 15 predetermine

. certain fold lines and I prefer to employ in the
. top gusset piece 19 some type of reenforcement
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which will likewise define fold lines in the top
gusset member which fold lines will coincide with
or form continuations of the fold lines defined by
the partition.

With this in mind I employ lengths of wire 23 .
having their ends bent downwardly to conform
the contour of the top corners of the bag. The
wires may be secured in place in any suitable
fashion. In Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive these wires are
held in place by a narrow strip of material 24.
sewed on the exterlor of the case. In Fig. 5
the wires are disposed under the gusset and are
held in position by strips of material 25 sewed
against the inner face of the gusset forming piece
19. The wires are spaced inwardly from the side
edges of the gusset member 18, a distance corre-
sponding to the spacing of the partition members:
with respect to the edges of the gusset plece 15
so that the partition and the reenforcing wires
will define continuous fold lines around. all four
edges of the case,

As best seen in Fig. 4 the turned down ends of
the wires terminate just above the top edges of
the partition. With the slide fastener element
closed, the contents of the bag will be fully pro-
tected in inclement weather. There is no dan-
ger of overloading the bag in such a way that
the seams of the bag will be ripped or that
the “Zipper” will be inadvertently opened. The
reenforcing wires 23, in addition to defining fold
lines in the gusset section 18, also serve to pre-
vent this gusset section from folding or collaps-
ing inwardly when the “Zipper” is open.

I claim;—

1. A brief case including a pair of simﬂarly
shaped generally rectangular front and back sec-
tions, flexible gussets connecting all edges of said
sections to permit substantially uniform expan-
sion of the case, a portion of said gusset forming
material having a longitudinal slit therein pro-
viding access to the case and a metallic slide fas-
tener for closing the slit, at least one partition-

- forming member dividing the interior of the case

70

76

into a plurality of pockets, three edges of said
partition-forming member being secured to the
gussets and said member terminating short of
the top of the brief case, sald partition-forming
member defining fold lines for the gusset portions
to which it is connected.

2. A brief case including a pa.lr of similarly
shaped generally rectangular front and back sec-
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tlons, flexible gussets connecting all edges of said
sections to permit uniform expansion of the case,

& portion of said gusset forming material having
& longitudinal slit therein providing access to the
case and a metallic slide fastener for closing the
slit, at least one partition-forming member di-
viding the interior of the case into a plurality
of pockets, three edges of sald partition-forming
member being secured to the gussets and said
member terminating short of the top of the brief
case, saild partition-forming member defining
fold lines for the gusset portions to which it is
connected, and means defining fold lines in the

top gusset portion which coincide with the fold

lines defined by the partition.
3. A brief case Including a pair of similarly
shaped generally rectangular front and back sec-

" tions, flexible gussets connecting all edges of said

sections to permit uniform expansion of the case,
a portion of said gusset forming material having
a longitudinal slit therein providing access to the
case and a metallic slide fastener for closing the
slit, at least one partition-forming member di-
viding -the interior of the case into a plurality
of pockets, three edges of said partition-forming

"member being secured to the gussets and said

member terminating short of the top of the brief
case, sald partition-forming member defining
fold lines for the gusset portions- to which it is

connected, and means defining fold lines in the -
top gusset portion  which coincide with the fold:

lines defined by the partition, said last mentioned
means including a reenforcing wire extending
across the top gusset and ha.vlng its ends bent
downwardly.

4. A brief case including relatively stiff front
and back sections, partition-forming members
disposed between them, and terminating short of
the upper ends thereof, bottom and side gussets
connecting the front and back sections and the
partition-forming members, a top gusset the ends
of which overlap the side gussets, sald top gus-
set having a slit therein and a metallic slide
fastener for closing the slit, all of said gussets
being of substantially similar width to permit
substantially uniform expansion of the brief case,
means for reenforcing the top gusset to prevent
inward collapse thereof when the slide fastener
is open, sald means comprising stiff elongated
members extending - lengthwise of the top gus-

set predetermining fold lines therein and having -

turned down ends. -

5. A brief case including relatively stlﬂ front
and back sections, partition-forming members
disposed between them, and terminating short
of the upper ends thereof, bottom and side gus~
sets connecting the front and back sections and
the pgrtition-forming members, a top gusset the
ends of which overlap the side gussets, said top
gusset having a slit therein and a metallic slide
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fastener for closing the slit, all of said gussets

being of similar width to permit uniform expan-
slon of the brief case, means for reenforcing the
top gusset to prevent inward collapse thereof when
the slide fastener is open, said means compris-
ing wires extending lengthwise of the top gus-
set and having turned down ends, the fold lines
of the top gusset which are defined by said wires
coinciding with the fold lines defined by the par-
titions.

6. A brief case including relatively stiff front
and back -sections, partition-forming members
disposed between them, and terminating short
of the upper ends thereof, bottom and side gus-

-85

70

sets connecting the front and back sections and 75
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the partition-forming members, a top gusset the
ends of which overlap the side gussets, sald top
gusset having a slit therein and a metallic slide
fastener for closing the slit, all of said gussets
being of similar width to permit uniform expan-
sion of the brief case, means for reenforcing the
top gusset to prevent inward collapse thereof
when the slide fastener is open, said means com-
prising wires extending lengthwise of the top
gusset and having turned down ends, the fold
lines of the top gusset which are defined by said
wires coinciding with the fold lines defined by
the partitions, and said wires terminating closely
adjacent the tops of the partitions.

7. A brief case ‘including front and back sec-
tions and flexible gussets of substantially uni-
form width connecting all edges of said sections,
partitions connected to the bottom and side gus-

- sets and predetermining the line on which said

20

gussets fold, said top gusset having a longitudi-
nal slit therein, separable fastener means to close
the slit, and elongated stiff re_enforcing devices

3

extending lengthwise of the top gusset at oppo-
site sides of the slit and predetermining fold lines
in said gusset which form continuations of the
fold lines in the other gussets.

8. A brief case including front and back sec-
tions and flexible gussets of substantially uni-
form width connecting all edges of said sections,
partitions connected to the bottom and side gus-
sets and predetermining the line on which said
gussets fold, sald top gusset having a longitudi-
nal slit therein, separable fastener means to close
the slit, and elongated- stiff reenforcing devices
extending lengthwise of the top gusset at oppo-
site sides of the slit and predetermining fold lines
in sald gusset which form continuations of the
fold lines in the other gussets, said partitions
terminating short of the tops of the side gussets
and the reenforcing devices extending down-
wardly of said gussets substantially to the points
where the partitions terminate.

SAMUEL SOLOMON.

DISCLAIMER
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assignee, Sara Lemne Solomon.

N. Y. Brier CasE or THE an. Patent
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the partition-forming members, a top gusset the
ends of which overlap the side gussets, sald top
gusset having a slit therein and a metallic slide
fastener for closing the slit, all of said gussets
being of similar width to permit uniform expan-
sion of the brief case, means for reenforcing the
top gusset to prevent inward collapse thereof
when the slide fastener is open, said means com-
prising wires extending lengthwise of the top
gusset and having turned down ends, the fold
lines of the top gusset which are defined by said
wires coinciding with the fold lines defined by
the partitions, and said wires terminating closely
adjacent the tops of the partitions.

7. A brief case ‘including front and back sec-
tions and flexible gussets of substantially uni-
form width connecting all edges of said sections,
partitions connected to the bottom and side gus-

- sets and predetermining the line on which said

20

gussets fold, said top gusset having a longitudi-
nal slit therein, separable fastener means to close
the slit, and elongated stiff re_enforcing devices

3

extending lengthwise of the top gusset at oppo-
site sides of the slit and predetermining fold lines
in said gusset which form continuations of the
fold lines in the other gussets.

8. A brief case including front and back sec-
tions and flexible gussets of substantially uni-
form width connecting all edges of said sections,
partitions connected to the bottom and side gus-
sets and predetermining the line on which said
gussets fold, sald top gusset having a longitudi-
nal slit therein, separable fastener means to close
the slit, and elongated- stiff reenforcing devices
extending lengthwise of the top gusset at oppo-
site sides of the slit and predetermining fold lines
in sald gusset which form continuations of the
fold lines in the other gussets, said partitions
terminating short of the tops of the side gussets
and the reenforcing devices extending down-
wardly of said gussets substantially to the points
where the partitions terminate.
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