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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to an airbag pro-
vided with a strap for restricting a shape of inflation of
the airbag and arranged so that the strap ruptures due
totensile force applied to the strap when internal pressure
of the airbag exceeds predetermined pressure. The in-
vention also relates to an airbag system having such air-
bag.

[0002] There has been known an airbag provided with
a strap for restricting a shape of inflation of the airbag
and arranged so that the strap ruptures due to tensile
force applied to the strap when internal pressure of the
airbag exceeds predetermined pressure.

[0003] In Fig. 4 of JP-A-48-87533 (Patent Document
1), there is provided a pair of straps (referred to as a
‘constraining member’ in said document) connecting
right and left sides of the airbag. Each strap is composed
of a first half strap (there is no naming in the Gazette of
that Number) whose one end is connected to the left side
of the airbag and a second half strap (there is no naming
in the Gazette of that Number) whose one end is con-
nected to the right side of the airbag and the other ends
of the half straps are seamed by a seaming yawns having
low strength by abutting the other ends of those half
straps.

[0004] When this airbag inflates, each strap restricts
the right and left sides of the airbag from separating until
when the inner pressure of the airbag exceeds the pre-
determined pressure. Therefore, it is possible to inflate
the airbag quickly even by an inflator having a relatively
low output

[0005] When an occupant abuts against the inflated
airbag and the inner pressure of the airbag exceeds the
predetermined pressure, the seaming yawn seaming the
half straps is cut by tensile force applied to the strap and
the half straps separate from each other. Thereby, a dis-
tance between the right and left sides of the airbag in-
creases and the airbag softly receives the occupant.
[0006] However, because rupture strength of this yawn
largely depends on temperature in the airbag arranged
so that the strap ruptures when the yawn is cut as dis-
closed in Japanese Patent Specification Laid-open No.
Sho. 48-87533 Gazette as described above, it is apt to
be influenced by heat of injection gas from the inflator
and timing when the yawn is cut, i.e., timing when the
strap ruptures, is apt to vary depending on a shape, dis-
position and others of the inflator.

[0007] Thatis, when a gas injecting port of the inflator
orients in a direction of the strap or when a distance from
the gas injecting port to the strap is short for example,
there is a possibility that the rupture strength of the yawn
drops and the yawn is cut (i.e., the strap ruptures) before
the tensile strength exceeding the predetermined pres-
sure is applied to the strap because the yawn is heated
up by the injection gas from the inflator.

[0008] still more, when a plurality of straps is provided
within the airbag, there is a possibility that timing of rup-
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ture of the respective straps vary when the gas injecting
port of the inflator orients in a direction of part of the strap
and does not orient in a direction of other strap or when
the distance from the gas injecting port of the inflator
differs per each strap.

[0009] Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to
provide an airbag that is hardly influenced by heat from
the inflator when the airbag inflation shape restricting
strap ruptures and an airbag system having this airbag.
[0010] An airbag of Claim 1 is provided with an airbag
inflation shape restricting strap that ruptures due to ten-
sile force applied to the strap when internal pressure of
the airbag exceeds a predetermined pressure, wherein
the strap is made of a fabric and a fine line direction of
the fabric runs in a direction oblique to a tensile direction
of the strap.

[0011] The airbag of Claim 2 is characterized in that in
Claim 1, the fine line direction runs obliquely by 30 to 60°
with respect to the tensile direction.

[0012] The airbag of Claim 3 is characterized in that in
Claim 2, the fine line direction runs obliquely by 40 to 50°
with respect to the tensile direction.

[0013] The airbag of Claim 4 is characterized in that in
anyone of Claims 1 through 3, a plurality of straps includ-
ing at least first and second straps is provided and the
firstand second straps are what the first strap is stretched
first when the airbag inflates and the second strap is
stretched after when the first strap ruptures.

[0014] The airbag of Claim 5 is characterized in that in
anyone of Claims 1 through 4, the strap is partially nar-
rowed.

[0015] The airbag of Claim 6 is characterized in that in
anyone of Claims 1 through 5, the airbag has a vent hole
and restricting means for restricting gas from discharging
out of the vent hole, wherein the restricting means com-
prises a lid for covering the vent hole and a connecting
member for connecting the lid with the strap and the air-
bag is arranged such that the vent hole is closed or nar-
rowed when the airbag inflates because the strap and
the connecting member prevent the lid from separating
from the vent hole until when internal pressure of the
airbag becomes predetermined pressure and such that
the vent hole is opened or its opening is increased when
the internal pressure of the airbag exceeds the predeter-
mined pressure and the strap ruptures because the lid
separates from the vent hole due to gas pressure within
the airbag.

[0016] An airbag system of Claim 7 comprises an air-
bag according to anyone of Claims 1 through 6 and an
inflator for inflating the airbag.

[0017] In the airbag and the airbag system of the in-
vention, the airbag inflation shape restricting strap is
made of a fabric and a fine line direction of the fabric runs
in a direction oblique to a tensile direction of the strap.
When such strap is cut of the fabric, warps and woofs of
the fabric are disconnected along sides on the both ends
in the direction crossing with the tensile direction of the
strap. The warps and woofs of the fabric composing the
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strap are not continuous at least partially from one end
to another end of the strap in the tensile direction and
are disconnected on a way of the strap in the tensile
direction.

[0018] Therefore, when the predetermined or more
tensile force is applied to the strap, the texture of the
fabric is at least partially become loose and the strap
ruptures as if the warps and woofs disconnected on the
way of the strap in the tensile direction are pulled out of
the texture of the fabric.

[0019] Itis noted that in a case when the fine line di-
rection of the fabric composing the strap runs almost in
the same direction with the tensile direction of the strap,
one of the warps and woofs of the fabric is continuous
from one end to another end of the strap before the strap
ruptures. Therefore, the yarn continuous from one end
to the other end of the strap needs to be cut for the strap
to rupture. However, when the strap is arranged so that
it ruptures by cutting the yarn as described above, timing
when the yarn is cut, i.e., timing when the strap ruptures,
is apt to vary by a shape and disposition of the inflator
because rupture strength of the yarn depends on tem-
perature as described above and is apt to be influenced
by heat of injection gas from the inflator.

[0020] In contrary to that, the warps and woofs of the
fabric composing the strap are discontinuous on the way
of the strap in the tensile direction at least partially from
the beginning in the airbag of the invention, the warps
and woofs are pulled out of the texture of the fabric without
being cut when predetermined or more tensile force is
applied to the strap. Thereby, the texture of the fabric
become loose at least partially and the strap ruptures.
Therefore, this strap is hardly influenced by the heat of
the injection gas from the inflator when it ruptures.
[0021] As a result, the timing of rupture of the strap
hardly varies due to the shape and disposition of the in-
flator in the airbag of the invention. Due to that, the airbag
system of the invention has a high degree of freedom in
selection of the inflator and in disposition of the inflator.
[0022] Preferably, the fine line direction of the fabric
runs obliquely from 30 to 60° or more specifically from
40 to 50° with respect to the tensile direction of the strap
as disclosed in Claims 2 and 3.

[0023] According to an aspect of Claim 4, the airbag
inflates until when the first strap is stretched when it in-
flates. Then, the first strap ruptures when internal pres-
sure of the airbag exceeds the predetermined pressure
and the airbag inflates further until when the second strap
is stretched. When the internal pressure of the airbag
exceeds the predetermined pressure again, the second
strap ruptures and the airbag further inflates. It becomes
possible to increase the internal pressure of the airbag
quickly after when the airbag starts to inflate and to pre-
vent the internal pressure of the airbag from excessively
dropping by the rupture of the strap to keep the internal
pressure of the airbag high by inflating the airbag so that
it becomes large stepwise.

[0024] The stress concentrates to the narrow width
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portion when the tensile force is applied to the strap, so
that the strap may smoothly rupture by narrowing the
strap partially as disclosed in Claim 5.

[0025] According to an aspect of Claim 6, the strap
restricts the shape of inflation of the airbag when the air-
bag inflates until when the internal pressure of the airbag
exceeds the predetermined pressure and stretches the
connecting member by pulling it to the inside of the air-
bag. Then the connecting member restricts the lid 60
from separating from the vent hole, so that the vent hole
is closed or it's opening is decreased. It thus restricts the
gas from discharging out of the vent hole, so that the
inflation of the airbag is quickened.

[0026] When the internal pressure of the airbag ex-
ceeds the predetermined pressure after that, the strap
ruptures. Thereby, the restriction of the shape of inflation
of the airbag is released and the airbag becomes large.
It suppresses the internal pressure of the airbag from
increasing, so that the airbag receives the occupant soft-
ly.

[0027] The force of pulling the connecting member to
the inside of the airbag is also released by the rupture of
the strap. Therefore, the stretch of the lid is also released,
the lid separates from the vent hole by the gas pressure
within the airbag and the vent hole is opened or its open-
ing is increased. Thereby, the gas discharges out of the
airbag through the vent hole, absorbing animpact applied
to the occupant.

[0028] Embodiments of the present invention will be
explained below with reference to the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a section view when a shape of inflation of
an airbag of the airbag and airbag system of an em-
bodiment is restricted,;

Fig. 2(a) is a section view taken along a line II-1l in
Fig. 1 and Fig. 2(b) is an enlarged view of a part B
(around a strap) in Fig. 1(a);

Fig. 3 is a section view after when the restriction of
shape of inflation of the airbag of the airbag and the
airbag system in Fig. 1 has been released;

Fig. 4(a) is a section view taken along a line IV-IV in
Fig. 3 and Fig. 4(b) is an enlarged view of a part B
(around a strap) in Fig. 4(a);

Fig. 5 is an exploded plan view of an airbag of an
embodiment;

Fig. 6 is a section view when the shape of inflation
of the airbag of the airbag and the airbag system in
Fig. 5 is restricted;

Fig. 7 is a section view showing a state when a first
strap of the airbag in Fig. 5 has ruptured,;

Fig. 8 is a section view showing a state when a sec-
ond strap of the airbag in Fig. 5 has ruptured;

Fig. 9 is a plan view showing one exemplary dispo-
sition of the strap;

Fig. 10isaplan view showing another one exemplary
disposition of the strap;

Fig. 11 is a section view when the shape of inflation
of the airbag of the airbag and the airbag system of
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an embodiment is restricted;

Fig. 12 is a plan view around a vent hole of the airbag
in Fig. 11;

Fig. 13 is a section view after when the restriction of
shape of inflation of the airbag of the airbag and the
airbag system in Fig. 11 has been released;

Fig. 14 is a plan view when the shape of inflation of
the airbag of the airbag of the embodiment is restrict-
ed;

Fig. 15is a section view when the restriction of shape
of inflation of the airbag in Fig. 14 is released,

Fig. 16 is a plan view when the shape of inflation of
the airbag of the embodiment is restricted;

Fig. 17 is a section view when the shape of inflation
of the airbag in Fig. 16 is restricted;

Fig. 18 is a section view after when the restriction of
shape of inflation of the airbag of the airbag and the
airbag system in Fig. 16 has been released;

Fig. 19(a) is a plan view of an airbag of an embodi-
ment and

Fig. 19(b) is a section view taken along a line B-B in
Fig. 19(a); and

Fig. 20 is a plan view showing anther exemplary
structure of the strap.

[0029] Fig. lisasectionviewwhen ashape of inflation
of an airbag of the airbag and airbag system of an em-
bodiment is restricted, Fig. 2(a) is a section view taken
along a line II-1l in Fig. 1, Fig. 2(b) is an enlarged view of
a part B (around a strap) in Fig. 1(a), Fig. 3 is a section
view after when the restriction of shape of inflation of the
airbag of the airbag and the airbag system has been re-
leased, Fig. 4(a) is a section view taken along a line IV-
IV in Fig. 3 and Fig. 4(b) is an enlarged view of a part B
(around a strap) in Fig. 4(a).

[0030] It is noted that in the following explanation, up
and down directions and right and left directions meet
with up and low directions and right and left directions of
a steering wheel when the steering wheel is set at an
attitude of steering a vehicle straightforwardly.

[0031] An airbag 10 of the present embodiment is an
airbag for driver’'s seat of the vehicle.

[0032] This airbag 10 is formed into a shape of a bag
by seaming outer peripheral parts of a front panel 12 and
a rear panel 14 respectively made of circular fabric by
yawns or the like.

[0033] The rear panel 14 is provided with an opening
for an inflator (reference numerals are omitted) and a
vent hole 18 (Figs. 2 and 4). The opening for the inflator
is disposed at a center of the rear panel 14. Bolt inserting
holes (reference numerals are omitted) are provided
around the opening for the inflator.

[0034] A strap 20 is provided within the airbag 10 to
restrict a shape of inflation of the airbag 10. The strap 20
connectsrightand leftsides ofthe airbag 10 in the present
embodiment.

[0035] Selvage-like connecting pieces 14a and 14a
project respectively from peripheral parts of the both right
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and left sides of the rear panel 14 and both ends of the
strap 20 is seamed to these connecting pieces 14a and
14a by seams 21 in the present embodiment.

[0036] However, the method for connecting the ends
of the strap 20 with the airbag 10 is not limited to this
method. For instance, selvage-like connecting pieces
may project from both sides of the front panel 12 and the
rear panel 14 and may be overlapped to seam with the
ends of the strap 20. Still more, these connecting pieces
may be omitted and the ends of the strap 20 may be
interposed between the peripheral parts of the front panel
12 and the rear panel 14 to seam together. Or, the ends
of the strap 20 may be seamed to parts other than the
peripheral parts of the front panel 12 or the rear panel 14.
[0037] The strap 20 is a thin and long strip and whose
both ends in its longitudinal direction are connected the
connecting pieces 14a, respectively, in the present em-
bodiment. That is, the longitudinal direction of the strap
20 is a direction of tensile force applied to the strap 20
when the airbag 10 inflates. Preferably, a length L in the
tensile force of the strap 20 is larger than a width W in a
direction crossing with the tensile direction in the present
invention.

[0038] The strap 20 is made of fabric worn by warps
and woofs. The strap 20 is what the fabric is cut out so
thatfine lines of the fabric (in directions in which the warps
and woofs extend) run in an oblique direction with respect
to the longitudinal direction and the tensile direction of
the strap 20.

[0039] As shown in Fig. 2(b), preferably, angles be-
tween the fine line directions of the fabric and the tensile
direction T of the strap 20, i.e., an angle 6, between the
warp extension direction D, of the fabric and the tensile
direction T of the strap 20 and an angle 6, between the
woof extension direction D, of the fabric and the tensile
direction T of the strap 20, are 30 to 60° and more spe-
cifically 40 to 50°, respectively.

[0040] Specifically, the strap 20 is preferably arranged
so that those angles 8, and 6, are approximately 45° and
the length of the strap 20 in the tensile direction is larger
than the width W in the direction crossing with that in the
invention. By arranging as described above, any of the
warps and woofs of the fabric making the strap 20 does
not continue from one end to the other end in the tensile
direction of the strap 20 and are disconnected on the way
of the strap 20 in the tensile direction.

[0041] This strap 20 is arranged so that it is ruptured
by tensile force T (Fig. 2) applied to the strap 20 when
internal pressure of the airbag 10 exceeds predetermined
pressure when the airbag 10 inflates.

[0042] A retainer 30 for attaching the airbag 10 is pro-
vided with an inflator attaching port (reference numeral
is omitted) that overlaps with an inflator opening of the
rear panel 14 at center of the retainer and bolt inserting
holes (reference numeral is omitted) that overlap with the
bolt inserting holes of the rear panel 14.

[0043] An inflator 36 is substantially columnar and is
provided with an inflator 36a at a side peripheral face on
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an edge side of a cylindrical direction thereof. A flange
38 for fixing the inflator projects from the side peripheral
face of a midway part (on a side of rear end from the
inflator 36a) in the cylindrical direction of the inflator 36.
The flange 38 is provided with bolt inserting holes (ref-
erence numerals are not omitted) that overlap with the
bolt inserting holes of the retainer 30. The edge side of
the inflator 36 is fitted into the inflator attaching port of
the retainer 30.

[0044] A peripheral edge of the of the inflator opening
of the rear panel 14 is pressed to a peripheral edge of
the inflator attaching port of the retainer 30 by a pressing
ring 42 in attaching the airbag 10 to the retainer 30. The
edge of the inflator 36 fitted into the inflator attaching port
is then inserted into the airbag 10 via the inflator opening.
[0045] At this time, the airbag 10 and the inflator 36
are fixed to the retainer 30 by inserting stud bolts 44 of
the pressing ring 42 to the respective bolt inserting holes
of the rear panel 14, the retainer 30 and the flange 38
and by fastening nuts 46 to edges thereof.

[0046] After that, an airbag system is constructed by
folding the airbag 10 and by attaching a module cover
48 to the retainer 30 so as to cover the folded airbag 10.
However, the airbag 10 may be folded in advance before
attaching to the retainer 30 of the airbag 10.

[0047] This airbag system s set to a steering wheel 50
of the vehicle.
[0048] The inflator 36 operates and gas is injected

within the airbag 10 when the vehicle carrying the airbag
system collides. The airbag 10 inflates by this gas, push-
es the module cover 48 open and develops within a ve-
hicle cabin to constrain an occupant of the driver’'s seat.
[0049] Because the strap 20 connects the right and left
sides of the airbag 10 and restricts inflation of the airbag
10 to sides of the both right and left sides of the airbag
10 until when the internal pressure of the airbag 10 ex-
ceeds the predetermined pressure as shown in Figs. 1
and 2(a), the airbag 10 inflates and develops quickly by
the gas from the inflator 36 without using a high output
inflator 36.

[0050] After that, the strap 20 ruptures due to tensile
force applied to the strap 20 when the internal pressure
of the airbag 10 exceeds the predetermined pressure.
[0051] Because the strap 20 is made of the fabric, the
oblique angles 6, and 6, between the warps and woofs
of the fabric and the tensile direction T of the strap 20
are approximately 45° and the length of the strap 20 in
the tensile direction is larger than the width W in the di-
rection crossing with that in the present embodiment, any
of the warps and woofs of the fabric making the strap 20
does not continue from one end to the other end of the
strap 20 and are disconnected on the way of the strap
20 in the tensile direction.

[0052] Therefore, when the predetermined or more
tensile force is applied to the strap 20, texture of the fabric
becomes loose and the strap ruptures as if the warps
and woofs of the fabric making the strap 20 are pulled
out of the texture of the fabric.
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[0053] Due to the rupture of the strap 20, the connec-
tion between the both right and left sides of the airbag
10 is released and the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10 inflate toward respective sides as shown in
Figs. 3 and 4(a). It suppresses an increase of the pres-
sure within the airbag 10 so that the airbag 10 receives
the occupant softly.

[0054] It is noted that the fine line of the fabric com-
posing the strap is substantially the same direction with
the tensile direction of the strap, one of the warps and
woofs of the fabric is continuous from one end to the
other end of the strap. Therefore, the yarns continuous
from one end to the other end of the strap need to be in
order for the strap to rupture. However, because rupture
strength of the yarn largely depends on temperature and
is apt to be influenced by heat of the injection gas from
the inflator when the strap is arranged to rupture when
the yarn is cut as described above, timing when this yarn
cuts due to the shape and disposition of the inflator, i.e.,
timing when the strap rupture, is apt to vary.

[0055] In contrary to that, because the fine line direc-
tion of the fabric is oblique to the tensile direction of the
strap 20 in the strap 20 of the airbag 10 of the present
embodiment and the warps and woofs of the fabric are
disconnected on the way of the strap 20 in the tensile
direction from the beginning, the warps and woofs are
pulled out of the texture of the fabric without being cut.
Thereby, the texture of the fabric becomes loose and the
strap 20 ruptures. Therefore, the strap 20 is hardly influ-
enced by heat of the injection gas from the inflator 36
when it ruptures.

[0056] Accordingly, the timing when the strap 20 rup-
tures hardly varies by the shape and disposition of the
inflator 36 in this airbag 10. Still more, the airbag system
having this airbag 10 has a high degree of freedom in
selection of the inflator 36 and in disposition of the inflator
36.

[0057] Although only one strap 20 is provided within
the airbag 10 in the embodiment described above, a plu-
rality of straps may be provided in the airbag according
to the invention.

[0058] Fig. 5is an exploded plan view of the airbag of
another embodiment, Fig. 6 is a section view when the
shape of inflation of the airbag and the airbag system is
restricted, Fig. 7 is a section view showing a state when
a first strap of the airbag has ruptured and Fig. 8 is a
section view showing a state when a second strap of the
airbag has ruptured. It is noted that in Fig. 5, the front
panel of the airbag is not shown.

[0059] The airbag 10A of this embodiment is provided
with three long straps 20A, 20B and 20C having different
lengths. The strap 20A is the shortest, the strap 20C is
the longest and the strap 20B has an intermediate length
between the both.

[0060] The selvage-like connecting pieces 14a and
14a project respectively from the peripheral parts of the
both right and left sides of the rear panel 14 also in this
embodiment. One end is overlapped with one connecting
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piece 14a to be seamed by the seam 21 and the other
end is overleaped with the other connecting piece 14a
to be seamed by the seam 21 in all of the straps 20A
through 20C in the present embodiment. That is, the
straps 20A through 20C are bridged between the com-
mon connecting pieces 14 and 14a.

[0061] Structures of these straps 20A through 20C is
the same with the strap 20 in Figs. 1 through 4 described
above other than that their lengths differ from each other.
[0062] The other structures of the airbag 10A of the
present embodiment and of the airbag system having the
airbag 10A are the same with the embodiment in Figs. 1
through 4.

[0063] When the airbag 10A inflates, the airbag 10A
inflates until when the shortest strap 20A is stretched at
first as shown in Fig. 6. Thereby, inflation of the right and
left side portions of the airbag 10A is restricted and in-
ternal pressure of the airbag 10A quickly rises by the gas
from the inflator 36.

[0064] After that, when the pressure within the airbag
10A exceeds a predetermined pressure, the strap 20A
ruptures due to tensile force applied to the strap 20A.
Thereby, the both right and left side portions of the airbag
10A inflate to the sides until when the second long strap
20B is stretched as shown in Fig. 7.

[0065] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10A
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
strap 20B ruptures due to tensile force applied to the
strap 20B. Thereby, the both right and left side portions
of the airbag 10A inflate further to the sides until when
the longest strap 20C is stretched.

[0066] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10A
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
strap 20C ruptures due to tensile force applied to the
strap 20C. Thereby, the both right and left side portions
of the airbag 10A inflate to the sides in maximum.
[0067] Because the airbag 10A inflates thus stepwise,
it becomes possible to increase the internal pressure of
the airbag 10A quickly after the start of inflation of the
airbag 10A, to prevent the internal pressure of the airbag
10A from excessively dropping every time when the re-
spective straps 20A through 20C rupture and to keep the
internal pressure of the airbag 10A high.

[0068] It is noted that although the three straps 20A
through 20C having the different lengths are provided in
the present embodiment, two or four or more straps hav-
ing different lengths may be provided.

[0069] Although the straps 20A through 20C are
bridged between the common connecting pieces 14A
and 14a in this embodiment, a plurality of straps may be
disposed so as to connect different parts of the airbag.
[0070] Fig. 9 is a plan view showing one different ex-
emplary disposition of the strap. It is noted that the front
panel of the airbag is not shown in Fig. 9.

[0071] Three straps 20 are disposed in parallel while
differing their position in a vertical direction within an air-
bag 10B in the airbag 10B of this embodiment.

[0072] The three connecting pieces 14a are provided
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by differential the positions in a peripheral direction of
the rear panel 14 in peripheral edges of the both right
and left ends of the rear panel 14 in this embodiment.
The straps 20 are bridged respectively between an upper
connecting piece 14a on the left side of the rear panel
14 and an upper connecting piece 14a on the right side,
between a middle connecting piece 14a on the left side
of the rear panel 14 and a middle connecting piece 14a
on the right side and between a lower connecting piece
14a on the left side of the rear panel 14 and a lower
connecting piece 14a on the right side.

[0073] The structure of each strap 20 is the same with
the strap 20 in Figs. 1 through 4 described above. The
structure of others of the airbag 10B of this embodiment
are the same with the airbag 10 in Figs. 1 through 4.
[0074] It is noted that all of the respective straps 20
have the same length in this embodiment, the length of
each strap may be different. Or, a group of a plurality of
straps having different lengths may be bridged between
the upper connecting pieces 14a and 14a, between the
middle connecting pieces 14a and 14a and between the
lower connecting pieces 14a and 14a like the embodi-
ment in Figs. 5 through 8.

[0075] Although all of the straps 20 are disposed in
parallel in one direction in this embodiment, at least one
strap 20 may be disposed so as to extend in a different
direction.

[0076] Although three straps 20 are provided in this
embodiment, only two or four more straps may be pro-
vided.

[0077] Still more, places other than the both right and
left sides of the airbag may be connected by the strap.
[0078] Fig. 10 is a section view showing another one
exemplary disposition of the strap.

[0079] A strap 20 connecting the both right and left
sides of the airbag 10C and a strap 20D connecting the
front panel 12 and the rear panel 14 of the airbag 10C
are provided in the airbag 10C of the present embodi-
ment.

[0080] The structure of the strap 20 and the method
for connecting to the both right and left sides of the airbag
10C are the same with the embodimentin Figs. 1 through
4.

[0081] One end of the strap 20D is seamed around a
center of the front panel 12 by a seam 22 and another
end thereof is seamed around a center of the rear panel
14 (around peripheral edge of the inflator opening) by a
seam (not shown).

[0082] However, the disposition of the strap 20D is not
limited to that. For example, the strap 20D may be dis-
posed so as to connect parts on outer peripheral sides
of the front panel 12 and the rear panel 14, rather than
the centers thereof.

[0083] The front panel 12 and the rear panel 14 of the
airbag 10C may be connected by a plurality of straps 20D
whose positions are differentiated from each other.
[0084] This strap 20D also has the same structure with
the strap 20. However, the strap 20D connecting the front
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panel 12 with the rear panel 14 may be one having high
strength that does not rupture even when the internal
pressure of the airbag 10C exceeds the predetermined
temperature.

[0085] Although notshown, the sides of the airbag may
be connected with the front panel 12 or the rear panel 14
by the strap in the invention.

[0086] Fig. 11 is a section view when the shape of in-
flation of the airbag and the airbag system of another
embodiment is restricted, Fig. 12 is a plan view around
a vent hole of the airbag and Fig. 13 is a section view
after whenthe restriction of shape of inflation of the airbag
of the airbag and the airbag system has been released.
[0087] The strap 20 connecting the both right and left
sides of the airbag 10D is provided within the airbag 10D
also in the airbag 10D of this embodiment. The structure
of the strap 20 and the method for connecting to the both
right and left sides of the airbag 10 are the same with the
embodiment in Figs. 1 through 4.

[0088] Alid 60 covering a vent hole 18 so as to overlap
with the rear panel 14 from the outside of the airbag 10D
and a tether 70 as a member connecting the lid 60 with
the strap 20 are provided in this embodiment. A normally-
open vent hole 18A that is normally opened is also pro-
vided at an area of the rear panel 14 near the vent hole
18 and not covered by the lid 60.

[0089] Thelid 60 is made of a fabric having a substan-
tially trapezoidal shape and overlaps with the vent hole
18 by such an attitude that a short side thereofis disposed
on the side of the normally-opened vent hole 18A rather
than the vent hole 18 and a long side thereof is disposed
on a side opposite from the normally-opened vent hole
18A while interposing the vent hole 18 therebetween.
[0090] The lid 60 is seamed to the rear panel 14 by a
seam 61 along the long side on a side opposite from the
normally-opened venthole 18A while interposing the vent
hole 18 therebetween.

[0091] One end of the tether 70 is connected around
middle of the short side of the lid 60. A reference numeral
71 denotes a seam by which one end of the tether 70 is
seamed to the lid 60. It is noted that although the tether
70 is provided separately from the lid 60 in this embodi-
ment, the tether 70 may be provided in a body with the
lid 60.

[0092] The tether 70 is inserted through the normally-
opened vent hole 18A and the other end is connected to
midway portion of the strap 20 in the longitudinal direction
by a seam within the airbag 10D.

[0093] Other structures of the airbag 10D and the air-
bag system having this airbag 10D are the same with the
embodiment in Figs. 1 through 4.

[0094] When the airbag 10D inflates, the strap 20 is
stretched between the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10D as shown in Fig. 11 until when the internal
pressure of the airbag 10D exceeds the predetermined
pressure to restrict the airbag 10D from inflating to the
sides of the both right and left sides.

[0095] At this time, the tether 70 is pulled to the inner
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sides of the airbag 10D by the strap 20 and the lid 60 is
stretched along an outer face of the rear panel 14 through
the tether 70 and overlaps with the vent hole 18. Thereby,
the vent hole 18 is closed and the gas is restricted from
discharging out of the vent hole 18.

[0096] Thus, the strap 20 restricts the inflation of the
both right and left sides of the airbag 10D and restricts
the gas from discharging out of the vent hole 18 until
when the internal pressure of the airbag becomes the
predetermined pressure, so that the airbag 10D inflates
quickly even when a relatively low output inflator 36 is
used.

[0097] Afterthat, the strap 20 ruptures as shown in Fig.
13 when the internal pressure of the airbag 10D exceeds
the predetermined pressure. Thereby, the connection of
the both right and left sides of the airbag 10D is released
and the both right and left sides of the airbag 10D inflate
respectively to the sides. Thereby, the increase of pres-
sure within the airbag 10D is suppressed and the occu-
pant is received softly by the airbag 10D.

[0098] Because the strap 20 ruptures, the force pulling
the tether 70 to the inside of the airbag 10D is also re-
leased. Therefore, the stretch of the lid 60 is also re-
leased, the lid 60 separates from the vent hole 18 by gas
pressure within the airbag 10D and the vent hole 18 is
opened. Thereby, the gas discharges out of the airbag
10D through the vent hole 18, absorbing an impact given
to the occupant.

[0099] Although the lid 60 covers the vent hole 18 from
the outside of the airbag 10 in the present embodiment,
the invention may be arranged so that the lid cover the
vent hole from the inside of the airbag.

[0100] Although the strap extends straightforwardly in
each embodiment described above, the shape of the
strap is not limited to that.

[0101] Fig.14isaplanviewwhenthe shape of inflation
of the airbag of a still other embodiment is restricted and
Fig. 15 is a section view when the restriction of shape of
inflation of the airbag has been released. It is noted that
the front panel of the airbag is not shown in Figs. 14 and
15.

[0102] A strap 20E has forked portions 24L and 24R
where both right and left sides are forked respectively in
upper and lower slant directions while interposition a
center portion 23 and a shape of substantially letter X as
shown in Fig. 14 in an airbag 10E of the present embod-
iment.

[0103] Selvage-like connecting pieces 14a are provid-
ed respectively at upper slant left side, lower slant left
side, upper slant right side and lower slant right side of
a peripheral part of the rear panel 14 and both ends of
the forked portion 24L on the left side of the strap 20E
are seamed respectively to the connecting pieces 14a of
the upper slant left side and the lower slant left side by
seams 21 and the both ends of the forked portion 24R
on the right side are seamed to the connecting pieces
14a by seams 21 in the present embodiment.

[0104] Whenthe airbag 10E inflates, the forked portion
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24L on the left side of the strap 20E are pulled to the
upper and lower slant left directions, the forked portion
24R on the right side are pulled to the higher and lower
slant right directions and tensile force is applied to the
center portion 23 linking them in a lateral direction.
[0105] In this embodiment, the center portion 23 is a
planned rupture section that ruptures when the internal
pressure of the airbag 10E exceeds the predetermined
pressure.

[0106] This strap 20E is made of a fabric and is ar-
ranged so that a fine line direction of the fabric runs in
an oblique direction with respect to the tensile direction
T (Fig. 14) applied to the center portion 23, i.e., in the
lateral direction.

[0107] Itis noted thatthe fine line direction of the fabric
is slanted by about 45° with respect to the tensile direction
T applied tothe center portion 23 also in this embodiment.
[0108] The other structure of the airbag 10E is the
same with the airbag 10 in Figs. 1 through 4 described
above.

[0109] When the airbag 10E inflates, the strap 20E
having the shape of X restricts the inflation by pulling the
upper slant left side, lower slant left side, upper slant right
side and lower slant right side of the peripheral part of
the rear panel 14 of the airbag 10E to the center side as
shown in Fig. 14.

[0110] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10E
exceeds the predetermined pressure after that, the cent-
er portion 23 of the strap 20E ruptures due to the tensile
force applied to the strap 20E as shown in Fig. 15. There-
by, the upper slant left side, lower slant left side, upper
slantright side and lower slant right side of the peripheral
part of the airbag 10E start to inflate respectively in a
radial direction. Thereby, the increase of the pressure
within the airbag 10E is suppressed and the airbag 10E
receives the occupant softly.

[0111] Fig.16isaplanviewwhenthe shape ofinflation
of the airbag of a still other embodiment is restricted, Fig.
17 is a section view when the shape of inflation of the
airbag is restricted and Fig. 18 is a section view after
when the restriction of shape of inflation of the airbag has
been released.

[0112] An airbag 10F of this embodiment is arranged
to have the lid 60 for covering the vent hole 18 and a
tether 70A as a connecting member for connecting the
lid 60 with the strap 20 like the embodiment in Figs. 11
through 13 in the airbag 10E in Figs. 14 and 15 described
above.

[0113] Thelid 60 covers the vent hole 18 so as to over-
lap with the rear panel 14 from the outside of the airbag
10F also in this embodiment. The lid 60 is made of a
fabric having a substantially trapezoidal shape and over-
laps with the vent hole 18 by such an attitude that a short
side thereof is disposed on the side of the normally-
opened vent hole 18A rather than the vent hole 18 and
a long side thereof is disposed on a side opposite from
the normally-opened vent hole 18A while interposing the
vent hole 18 therebetween also in this embodiment. The

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

lid 60 is seamed to the rear panel 14 by a seam 61 along
the long side on a side opposite from the normally-
opened vent hole 18A while interposing the vent hole 18
therebetween.

[0114] A normally-open vent hole 18A that is normally
opened is also provided at an area of the rear panel 14
near the vent hole 18 and not covered by the lid 60.
[0115] One end of the tether 70A is seamed to the lid
60 on the outside of the airbag 10F by the seam 71 and
the other side is pulled into the airbag 10F through the
normally-opened vent hole 18A. A ringed portion 73 is
formed at the other end of the tether 70A in this embod-
iment. The lid 60 is connected with the center portion 23
of the strap 20E by inserting the center portion 23 of the
strap 20E through the ringed portion in this embodiment.
[0116] The other structure of the airbag 10E is the
same with the airbag 10E in Figs. 14 and 15.

[0117] When the airbag 10E inflates, the X-shaped
strap 20E pulls the upper slant left side, lower slant left
side, upper slant right side and lower slant right side of
the peripheral part of the airbag 10E and restricts the
inflation as shown in Fig. 16.

[0118] Atthistime, the tether 70A is pulled to the inner
side of the airbag 10E by the strap 20E and the lid 60 is
stretched along the outer face of the rear panel 14
through the tether 70A and overlaps with the vent hole
18. Thereby, the vent hole 18 is closed and the gas is
restricted from discharging out of the vent hole 18.
[0119] Thus, the strap 20E restricts the inflation of the
peripheral portion of the airbag 10F and restricts the gas
from discharging out of the vent hole 18 until when the
internal pressure of the airbag becomes the predeter-
mined pressure, so that the airbag 10F inflates quickly
even when a relatively low output inflator 36 is used.
[0120] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10F
exceeds the predetermined pressure after that, the cent-
er portion 23 of the strap 20E ruptures due to the tensile
force applied to the strap 20E as shown in Fig. 18. There-
by, the upper slant left side, lower slant left side, upper
slant right side and lower slant right side of the peripheral
part of the airbag 10F start to inflate respectively in a
radial direction. Thereby, the increase of the pressure
within the airbag 10F is suppressed and the airbag 10F
receives the occupant softly.

[0121] Becausethe strap 20E ruptures, the connection
of the tether 70A with the strap 20E is released and the
force pulling the tether 70A to the inside of the airbag
10F is also released. Therefore, the stretch of the lid 60
is also released, the lid 60 separates from the vent hole
18 by gas pressure within the airbag 10F and the vent
hole 18 is opened. Thereby, the gas discharges out of
the airbag 10F through the vent hole 18, absorbing an
impact given to the occupant.

[0122] Fig. 19(a) is a plan view of an airbag of a still
other embodiment and Fig. 19(b) is a section view taken
along a line B-B in Fig. 19(a). It is noted that the front
panel of the airbag is not shown in Fig. 19(a).

[0123] An airbag 10G of this embodiment has a struc-
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ture in which the left and right forked portions 24L and
24R of the strap 20E are linked by a plurality (four in this
embodiment) of thin and long straps 20F, 20G, 20H and
201 having different lengths.

[0124] In this embodiment, lengths of the straps 20F,
20G, 20H and 20l increase in this order and the length
of the shortest strap 20F is longer than a length of the
center portion 23 of the strap 20E in the tensile direction,
i.e., the lateral direction. The structure of the straps 20F
through 20l is the same with the strap 20 in Figs. 1 through
4 described above other than that their length differ from
each other.

[0125] As shown in Fig, 19(a), these straps 20F
through 20l are seamed such that the left ends thereof
are seamed around the left end (junction of the forked
portion 24L on the left side and the center portion 23) of
the center portion 23 of the strap 20E disposed the lon-
gitudinal direction thereof as the lateral direction by a
seam 25 and the right ends thereof are seamed to the
right end (junction of the forked portion 24R on the right
side and the center portion 23) of the center portion 23
of the strap 20E by a seam 25.

[0126] The other structure of this airbag 10G is the
same with the airbag 10E in Figs. 14 and 15 described
above.

[0127] When the airbag 10G inflates, the whole X-
shaped strap 20E is stretched until when the internal
pressure of the airbag 10G exceeds the predetermined
pressure and pulls the upper slant left side, lower slant
left side, upper slant right side and lower slant right side
of the peripheral part of the airbag 10G, restricting the
inflation. At this time, the center portion 23 of the strap
20E is pulled and is stretched to the right and left by the
left and right forked portions 24L and 24R and the straps
20F through 20l longer than the center portion 23 are
kept to be loose.

[0128] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10F
exceeds the predetermined pressure after that, the cent-
er portion 23 of the strap 20E ruptures due to the tensile
force applied to the strap 20E. Thereby, the both right
and left sides of the airbag 10G start to inflate to the sides
until when the strap 20F that is longer than the center
portion 23 and is shortest among the straps 20F through
20l is stretched.

[0129] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10G
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
strap 20F ruptures due to the tensile force applied to the
strap 20F. Thereby, the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10G start to inflate toward the sides until when the
next long strap 20G is stretched next.

[0130] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10G
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
strap 20G ruptures due to the tensile force applied to the
strap 20G. Thereby, the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10G start to inflate further toward the sides until
when the next long strap 20J is stretched next.

[0131] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10G
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
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strap 20H ruptures due to the tensile force applied to the
strap 20H. Thereby, the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10G start to inflate further toward the sides until
when the longest strap 20l is stretched.

[0132] When the internal pressure of the airbag 10G
exceeds the predetermined pressure again after that, the
strap 20l ruptures due to the tensile force applied to the
strap 201. Thereby, the both right and left sides of the
airbag 10G start to inflate toward the sides.

[0133] Because the airbag 10G inflates thus stepwise,
it becomes possible to increase the internal pressure of
the airbag 10A quickly after the start of inflation of the
airbag 10G, to prevent the internal pressure of the airbag
10G from excessively dropping every time when the cent-
er portion 23 of the strap 20E and the respective straps
20H through 201 rupture and to keep the internal pressure
of the airbag 10G high.

[0134] It is noted that although the four straps 20A
through 20C having the different length from that of the
center portion 23 of the strap 20E are provided in the
present embodiment, one to three or five or more straps
having lengths different from that of the center portion 23
may be provided. A strap shorter than the center portion
23 may be also provided.

[0135] Although the straps 20, 20A through 20D, 20F
through 201 and the center portion 23 of the strap 20E
have a width in a direction crossing with the tensile di-
rection is uniform from one end to the other end in the
tensile direction in the respective embodiments de-
scribed above, there may be provided a narrow width
portion 26 whose width is partially narrow on a midway
portion in the tensile direction of a strap 20J in Fig. 20.
[0136] Because stress concentrates on the narrow
width portion 26 when tensile force is applied to the strap
20J, the strap 20J ruptures smoothly by forming the nar-
row width portion 26 in the strap 20J as described above.
[0137] Itisnoted that although the narrow width portion
26 is formed so as to cut out both edges of the strap 20J
in the embodiment shown in Fig. 20, the method for form-
ing the narrow width portion is not limited to that. For
instance, the width of the strap may be narrowed by pro-
viding a hole on the midway portion in the direction cross-
ing with the tensile direction of the strap.

[0138] The respective embodiments described above
are examples of the invention and the invention is not
limited to the respective embodiments.

[0139] Forinstance, although the strap has the straight
or X-letter shape in the embodiments described above,
the shape of the strap is not limited to them and the strap
may have various shapes such as a letter Y and a mark
* for example.

[0140] The airbag and the airbag system in each em-
bodiment described are used for the driver’s seat of the
vehicle, the invention is applicable to the airbag and the
airbag system of various uses other than the driver’s seat
of the vehicle.
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Claims

1. Anairbag having an airbag inflation shape restricting
strap that ruptures due to tensile force applied to the
strap when internal pressure of the airbag exceeds 5
apredetermined pressure, wherein the strap is made
of a fabric and a fine line direction of the fabric runs
inadirection oblique to atensile direction of the strap.

2. The airbag according to Claim 1, wherein the fine 10
line direction runs obliquely by 30 to 60° with respect
to the tensile direction.

3. The airbag according to Claim 2, wherein the fine
line direction runs obliquely by 40 to 50° with respect 15
to the tensile direction.

4. The airbag according to anyone of Claims 1 through
3, wherein a plurality of straps including at least first
and second straps is provided; and 20
the first and second straps are what the first strap is
stretched first when the airbag inflates and the sec-
ond strap is stretched after when the first strap rup-
tures.
25
5. The airbag according to anyone of Claims 1 through
4, wherein the strap is partially narrowed.

6. The airbag according to anyone of Claims 1 through
5, having a vent hole and restricting means for re- 30
stricting gas from discharging out of the vent hole;
wherein
the restricting means comprises
a lid for covering the vent hole; and
a connecting member for connecting the lid with the 35
strap; and
the airbag is arranged such that the vent hole is
closed or narrowed when the airbag inflates because
the strap and the connecting member prevent the lid
from separating from the vent hole untilwheninternal 40
pressure of the airbag becomes predetermined pres-
sure and such that the vent hole is opened or its
opening is increased when the internal pressure of
the airbag exceeds the predetermined pressure and
the strap ruptures because the lid separates from 45
the vent hole due to gas pressure within the airbag.

7. An airbag system having an airbag according to an-
yone of Claims 1 through 6 and an inflator for inflating
the airbag. 50

55
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FIG. 9
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FIG. 14
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FIG. 19
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