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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALLEN W. JOHNSTON,
acitizen of the United States, residing at Pala-
tine Bridge, Montgomery county, and State
of New York, have invented anew and useful

Index, of which the following is a specifica--

tion. .

My invention relates to improvements in
deviees for retaining’the names and number
of page of ledger accounts in book-keeping;
and the object of my invention is to provide
a mechanical arrangement of the name and
ledger paging of each of the customers of a
business house in such a manner that they
may bereadily ascertained without opening a
book for that purpose, and which will greatly
expedite the postingof the journal entries in
book-keeping. I attain this objectby means
of the mechanism illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a front elevation. TFig.2 isa
side elevation. Fig. 8 is a section along the
lines 11 on Fig. 2. Fig. 4shows my cylinder
arranged to revolve in a horizontal plane.
Fig. 5 is a detail plan of the device for fast-
ening the cards-to the cylinder, and Fig. 6 is
a side elevation of the card-fastening device.

Similar letters refer to similar parts through-
out the several views.

In posting accounts from the journal into
the ledger it is customary for the book-keeper
to write the number of the page of the ledger
to which the account is to be posted immedi-
ately preceding each journal entry and then
to turn to the page of theledgerindicated by

the journal -and there enter the amount of

the journal entry, checking off each entry as
it is posted. In order to obtain the ledger-
paging of each journal entry, it is necessary
to use both hands in opening the ledger and
turning to the index-letter and scan perhaps
a page or more of names in order to find the
one sought for.

It is the purpose of my invention to so ar-
range the names of the ledger accounts and
their pages that it will be unnecessary to take
the hand containing the pen away from the
journal entry in order that assoon as theeye
catches the name of the account and its page
the writing hand will be in place to record it
on the journal, in this mannersaving a great
deal of time and inconvenience. For this

purpose I provide a cylinder A, which is con-
stracted of eard-Doard or wood or any suitable
substance, and which has at or near the cen-
ter of oné end a square opening, admitting of
the passage of a bolt B. The cylinder A, I
place upon the carrying-table C, which is also
provided near its center with a square open-
ing, through which the bolt B passes. Along
the under surface of the carrying-table C, I
place at convenient intervals the knobs D.
The bolt B, passing through the end of the
cylindér A and also through the carrying-
table C, is squared along that portion thereof
which is in contact with the cylinder and the
carrying -table. The rest of the bolt B is
rounded and passes into the bearing-support.

The bolt B revolves freely within the bear-
ing-support E. Thesupport E just below the
end of the bolt B is provided with a hinge I,
by means of which the upper portion of the
support E may be moved about the hinge H,
giving the cylinder resting on the carrying-
table C a rocking motion, enabling it to be
placed in a tilted position,as shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 2. _

In order to hold the support E open and
the eylinder thrown back in a tilted position,
as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2, I place a
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set-screw S, which operates in a cateh I, at- -

tached to the support E, and comes into con-
tact with a semicircular strip J, attached to
the lower part of the support E, as shown in
Fig.2. By this means the support E may be
opened or closed, as desired,and may be held
in the position to which it is advisable to
place the cylinder A. It is apparentthat the
cylinder may be caused to revolve by a slight
movement of the hand brought in contact
with the knobs D on the under portion of the
carrying-table C, the bolt B being securely
attached to the eylinder and carrying-table
C, but freely revolving in the bearing-sup-
port E. :

The surface of the cylinder A contains in-

columns the names, with the number of the
page following them, of the ledger accounts.
In eachcolumn are placed the names of those
having the same initial letter,as in the ordi-
nary index, and the initial letter is made con-
spicuous eitherby its coloring or by being en-

larged in size from the others, so as to attract

the eye at once. The names on the cylinder
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may be written upon the surface of the cyl-
inder, in which case the surface of the cylin-
der is covered with a cloth provided with a
slate finish—such assilicated cloth—and from
which the pencil-writing may be erased. I
also provide, however, for a means of placing
small strips of card, upon which may be
printed with the type-writer or-written, as de-
sired, the name and page of the ledger ac-
count. The card may be covered at one end
with a paper having a slate finish, in order
that the page may be erased therefrom when
desired, and which may be placed on the sur-
face of the cylinderin its proper column and
removed therefrom when desired. One
method of accomplishing this object I have
shown in the accompanying drawings. (See
Figs. 5 and 6.) I place two strips L and M,
which may either be of wood or metal, ex-
tending frem the top to the boitom of the cyl-
inder, the one over the other. The strip M,
which rests upon the strip I, is provided at
frequent intervals with a perforation through
which one end of the spring-hook N passes,
the hook N being a piece of wire or other
suitable metal bent in such a manner as
to have two ends nearly parallel with each
other, the one extending below the strip M
and in contact with the strip L, the other
pressing against the opposite surface of the
strip M. The strips L. and M are secured at
frequent intervals from the top to the bottom
of the cylinder, a pair of the strips L and M be-
ing on each side of each column of the names,
and the cards containing the names and pages
of the ledger accounts are placed in the hook
N and held firmly in position, as shown in
Fig. 1.

Instead of having two strips L and M, I
sometimes arrange a strip alonyg the interior
of the drum and place perforations through
the drum, through which perforations I in-
troduce the hooks N in the same manner as
already deseribed, the end of the ook N rest-
ing against the surface of the cylinder in-
stead of against the strip M, the opposite end
of the hook N pressing against the strip on the
interior surface of theeylinder corresponding
to the strip L, already deseribed.

I have described the drum upon which the
names and pages of the ledger accounts are
to be placed as being of cylindrical form;
but I do not mean tolimit myself to that par-
ticular form of a drum, since the same result
would be obtained by making the drum of
the form of an octagon or hexagon or other
departure from the true cylinder; nor do I
mean to limit myself to the deseribed method
of securing the strips of card containing the
names of the ledger accounts to the drum,
since these cards may be secured thereto by
means of suitable pins or other well-known
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contrivances and the same result would be
obtained;.nor do I mean to limit myself to
the exact method of securing my eylinder to
the bolt or pin upon which it revolves, since
it could be readily arranged to revolve with-
out the carrying-table C and in a different
arrangement of the pivot-bolt B. My index-
cylinder could also be placed in a horizontal
position, as shown in Fig. 4, having a suitable
bolt or pin V in each end journaled in suit-
able supports T; but .

What I do elaim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In an index, the combination of a drum
placed upon a carrying-table and a bolt pass-
ing through the end of said drum and carry-
ing-table and movable in a suitable bearing,
said bearing provided with a hinge and means
for adjusting the bearing, substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose set forth.

2. In an index, the combination of a drum,
one end provided with an opening through
which a bolt passes, a carrying-table, a bolt
passing from one end of thedrum to the car-
rying-table,andabearing in whichsaid bolt re-
volves, said drum provided with the names
and numbers of pages along its exterior sur-
face, substantially as described, and for the
purpose set forth. )

3. In an index, the combination of a drum,
anopening in one end thereof, acarrying-table
upon which. said drum rests, a bolt passing
through said opening in the end of the drum
and through anopening in the carrying-table,
a bearing in whichsaid bolt revolves,andalong
the surface of said drum two parallel strips,
one above the other, secured to said drum,
with hooks placed in contact with said strips
at frequent intervals, substantially as de-
seribed, and for the purpose set forth.

4. In an index, the combination of a drumn
provided with a series of hooks in parallel
columns, a series of cards containing the
name and page of ledger accounts placed in
said hooks, and abolt in the end of said drum,
upon which the drum revolves, all substan-
tially as described, and for the purpose set
forth.

5. In an index, the combination of arevolv-
ing drum with suitable bearing in which said
drum revolves, said bearing provided with a
means for adjusting the drum at an angle to
the-perpendicular, said drum having its sur-
face arranged into columns, and a series of
names and numbers of pages of ledger ac-
counts in said column, substantially as de-
scribed, and for the purpose set forth.

ALLEN W. JOHNSTON.
Witnesses: )
FREDERICK W. CAMERON,
GRACE S. Many.
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