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Lo il srhon 7t may concern: stantially oblong rectangular form. and of
Do it known that 1, Hows Wiurs, a citi- a length to <\tun<§ along the back of the ex-
zon of China. residing at Ho-nan fu.in Cen- tended hand between Hw wrist and end of
tral China, have inve ented new and useful  the middle fnger.  This buoyant body. &0
[nrproverents in Swimming \]w lnnees, of  which consists of n thin. elastic rubber sacic
which the following is a specifieation. of the form set forth. is punldel with
Ay invention velates to a swimming ap-  straps or fastening members 2, 3 amd 4,
pliunee. designed especiatiy for use in in-  which ars !_(*smne(i to be p‘xwml @ w)lmd the
structing beginners in the art of swimming. hand to hold the huovant body i position 63
:'5M‘('U>f<)1'c it e and maintain the hand in open or extended
. The forward strap 2 s udapted fo
H

been comnpion

PRV 2
o infiafed ba@s. oF 50 alled water

H

applicd f(; or abund the body of the aronnd the extended fingers at a
n to oswim, i order o give proper point In rear n‘f the end o' ‘1 T hmp finger,
bruovaney to atlow the learner to Hoat and  while the strap 3 i onnd the fu- 7¢
15 inhosEe confidence i him. while he is in- gers adjacent their mnnt of Nm' tion with
chrticted i the swimming strokes. Deviees the body of the hand, and the strap & is
of this kind are. however. to a certain do-  pussed around the wrist, as shown.
abjectionable and ineliicient, in that The inner or rear end of the buoyant bady
huovaney that the be- 1 is provided at inner or rear end with 75
20 pely too mueh upon the anoair inlet or filling tube 3, by which
a1 with the result that the  Dbe filled with air m«hmfe Lot other buoy
( o does ot acqguire the art of sus- gas, from a stuitable souree of suppl
taining himself in the water witiout artifi- tube is adapted to be bent upen itself and
cinl i for a loug period,and sometimes held wmcheu and closed by means of 2 novel 80
a5 not at ail t., o oi elip 5. This elip consists of a pair

The prosary obj }{u of my invention is fo Fparatlel plates T and 8, connected af one
1;1()\111\4 a swimning appliance which over- m)'i by resilient posts 61 stems 9, of sufficient
comes (his objection, and which Is adapted resiiieney or leoseness of col ne('uon with one
o e worn upos e hands of the user, so or both plates to permit the plate T to e &9

) 4 o sullicient huoving capaeily rocled or moved o s cerfain deng toward
“confidence, and \\'i{',hnnﬁ’ sr’\l v oaud from the ;i te & The pb’i‘w T s mo
user of the tasl ¢ ol vided with a puir of muw)(um fongitydinal

11*}!\‘\1' 11

¢ 16 s
learning fu s t his body \\'I\;l; e pmu slots 10 and 11 and also proy ulu} ab 1E~»
ng a knm\'ie, o of the swinnming strokes free end with a cross slot 12 The free end 8¢
a6 .y forilier ob) of the invention is to of the plate 8 carries » pair of spmng‘ irm
i [FHE ming_{ agr})hum which is ing pins 13 avranged vty
askapted o he see ared to the hand in a ready  mueng with euch - and
sient manner and to effectuaily  alinement \\';{“ ¢
s irmmdnl function. free ends of \‘ R
10 mtion consists of Hw 10 wures of 12 and {erminad
consbrt 1, mmi)mnum and arrrngement  locking heads
of part gein fully described :m«' (,hmwu. }mw i hcmx ¢
referenon 3)0 ing had to the aceompanying  her 15 of b
draswing inowhich- which slids 16¢
45 Figure Ul a perspective view showing  the hooyant Loo, and i i3 Jc"—i e
the applic wion of the invention. Fig. 215 to close the tube 5 thz- loss of
a st m‘dr view of the device Jetached. Figo gas. the tube is firy ms transversely
Bois o fragentary ‘nmmit'umxl section e ohe direetion through the space §>xu\wcn m(‘
an enduereed sende. throngh the i inlet tube fsi:iii‘ T oand ,mi:zum, clamping inemba L
80 i adjeend czza% m” the buoyant body, g and isthen bent reversely or }nm)m DO
j ‘ dion un the line deeb of  self amd pussed transversely
L deimi perspest plate 8 and clamping el
i}* Getached. date T which is disconneceted -
. + HE R
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o
invention inbe practice, © Boor in open position to pm’miu
focom- he thre \"u‘ as deseribed; i the
{

55 provide o bucynnt bady L '\.\'i;}(t[z
yrossing sabd pins

parniive ely Dadlow in depth, and ol sab- with the ping 13 by
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ward each -other to allow them to .pass
through the slot 12 when the plate 7 is

- pressed down, whereby the bent porfions of

the tube 5 are clamped and pinched to close
said tube against the escape of air. It awill,

. of course, be understood that when the plate

7 is so pressed down and the pins 13 released,
said pins will spring away .from edch other
and their heads 14 will engage and interlock
with the end walls of thie slot 13, To release
the clip it is simply- necessary ‘to press the
pins 13 inwardly to bring the heads 14 into
alinement with the slot, whereupon the plate
7 may be moved to open position, thus re-

leasing the pressure upon the tube, which.

may then be withdrawn from engagement
with ‘the clip. When the clip is applied it
will thus hold the tube closed against any
possibility of the escape of air or gas, or dis-
lodgment of the clip- by contagt with ex-
traneous ohjects. A

In use, devices of the character deseribed.

are secured to both hands of the person who
18 nstructed in the art of swimming and he

11s then given proper instructions as to the
mode of making the strokes, etc., and main-

taining his body in a state of equilibrium in

‘the water. The appliance will not interfere

with the free use of the arms or hands; but
will give sufficient buoyancy to overcome the
tendency of the body to sink, thereby giving
the beginner sufficient confidence so that it
may confine his attention principally to the
art of learning the stroke, while tp a certain

degree learning the art of maintaining his
body in a,proper position in the water to
overcome the force of gravity. Users of
these appliances therefore quickly learn the
art of swimming, as they are compelled to
some degree to learn to maintain themselves
in a state of equipose to compensate for'the
difference in specific gravity between the
body. anid the water, while at the same time
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a guficient amount of buoyancy is furnished .

to.give the beginner an adequate amount of

confidence in himself. The device in this
respect is much superior to floats or like de-
vices applied to the-body, which entirely sus-
tain the weight of the body, and do not re-
quire any exertion on the part of the student
in maintaining himself afloat.

I claim:— '

A swimming appliance comprising a hol-
low, elastic, inflatable body of a size to fit
against the back of the extended hand of the
user, said body being provided at its inner
end with an inflating tule, fastening mem-
bers applied to the body to engage the hand

to hold the device applied and the portions

of the hand extended, and means applied to
said tube to hold the same compressed, sub-
stantially as described: -
In testimony whereot I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. . :
HOWE WHITE,
Witnesses:
By Lirva,
Lim Ka Six.
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