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1 .
- WING FLAPPING TOY

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

‘This invention relates to a wing flapping toy and more par-
ticularly to a simulated butterfly on a handle having'means for
manipuleting the wings.

Numerous wing flapping devices have been devised to simu-
late the action of flapping wings and the like of wmged crea-
tures. However such devices are quite complex requiring nu-
merous parts and problems in assemibly. The present invention
contemplates the provision of a very simple, toy which is casily
assembled, economical to manufacture and highly efficient in
use.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a wing
flappmg toy having a handle providing a backbone support for
wing mounts and means on such handle for engagmg the wings
for moving the same pivotally relative to the wing mounts.

‘It is another object to provide a novel handgrip-type means
for manipulating the wings of the device to simulate.the wing
flapping action of a creature of nature such as a butterfly and
the lik-s.

These and other objects and advantages of the present in-
vention will become apparent from a reading of the ‘following
description and claims in the light of the accompanymg draw-
ing in which:

FIG.1lisa perspectwe view of a wing ﬂappmg toy embody-
ing the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a sectional view through FIG. 2 as seen substan-
- tially along line 3-3 therein.

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspecuve view of the lower side of
FIGS.1,2and 3.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Referring to the drawing the wing flapping toy of the

presant mventlon, generally designated 10, comprises a han-’

" dle 11, a pair of wings. 12, means 13 on the handle and wings
for pivotally mounting the latter on the handle, and manipulat-
ing means 14 associated with the handle 11 engageable- with
the wings for artlculatmg the latter in unison_ relatlve to the
handle.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The backbone of the toy-10 is the handle 11 which in the
present disclosure is illustrated as a relatively ngld solid strip
of plastic. material having its free end 15 reduced in width to
' provnde a narrow backbone 16 on which a pair of tabs 17-17'
are formed. The tabs 17-17/ extend in a diverging disposition
. ata slight angle downwardly from the narrow backbone. 16 to.
form a part of the means 13 for mounting the wings 12.on the
handle.

Each of the wings 12 has a relatively straight inner edge
18-18’ adjacent which a slot .19 and 19/, respectively, is
formed in parallel relation to such edges. These slots 19 and

19’ are of a length comparable to the length of the respective’

tabs 17-17' so as to fit the same. The tabs 17-17' are

preferably of dovetail shape, i.e., longest at their extremities

50 as to require slight force in the inserting of the tabs through
the respective slot 19 or 19’ as the case may be. The width of
each slot 19 and 19’ is slightly greater than the thickness of the
wings such that the wings are free to swing about an axis at the

. base of the dovetail tabs and between two extreme positions
relative thereto as illustrated in FIG. 3 of the drawing.

Means 20 for urgmg the wmgs 12 into one extreme position
(full lines FIG. 3) is shown in the form of a rubberband-21.
Thie rubberband 21 is mounted on the tabs 17-17"and across
the bottom such as to span between the two tabs and to bear
resiliently against the wings in the region of their inner cdges
18-18'. For best results the rubberband should be twisted as
illustrated in F1G. 4 s0 that two crossing strands of the band 21
press firmly against the wing sections engaged thereby.

2

By the foregoing arrangement the wings 12 will normally
fall.or return to an extended or open condition, somewhat-

" laterally yet at aslight upwardly extending angle from the
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backbone 16 of the handle 11.

Means 14 for manipulating the wings 12 compnses ayielda-
ble, springlike member 23 which has an articulatable joint or
connection with the handle 11 for swinging movement toward
and from the same. More specifically, the member 23 is
formed as an integral part of the handle 11 by a backward bow
24 such that the member 23 extends below the handle portion
11.

The member 23 terminates in a U-shaped end 25 in which a
pair of ears 26-26' ‘extend in parallel relation back toward the
handle. The ears 26-26' are disposed in the region of the nar-
row backbone 16 of the handie 11 and therefore will straddle
the narrow. backbone. This enables movement of the ears
26-26' beyond the upper surface of the handle to thereby
force the wings 12 into the other extreme (dotted lines FlG 3)
posmon of their movement.

The member 23 is a springy | matenal and is formed form the
bowed end 24 of the handle such as to_have fulcrum engage-
ment with the latter as at 27 adjacent the bow. From this ful-
crum point. 27 the member extends at a slight angle
downwardly from the handle sufﬂcrently to dispose the wing
engaging edges of the ears 26—26' in a plane to release pres-
sure against the wings.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the wings 12 nor-
mally extend substantrally laterally from the backbone 16 and
that by a person gripping the handle and member 23 alternate-
ly pressing them together and releasing them, the wings 12 are
caused to flap between their extreme posmons to simulate the
wing action of a creature of nature.

Having thus described my new wing flapping toy in specific
detail it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the
samé may be susceptible to variations, alterations and/or
modifications. without departing from the spirit of my inven-

_ tion therein. I therefore desire to avail myself of all variations,
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alterations and or modifications as may fairly come within the

purview of the appended claims.
I'claim: _
1. A wing flapping toy in which a pair of wings simulate a

butterﬂy and the like creature comprising:

a. a handle having a backbone formed on one end thereof;

b. 4 pair of tabs formed on-opposite edges of said backbone;

c. each of such wings having a slot formed therethrough ad-
jacent one edge thereof, each slot having positioned
therein one of said tabs for mounting said wings for swing-
ing movement from a lower position extending substan-
tially laterally from said backbone to a raised position in
substantially parallel relation with réspect to each other;

d. a wing manipulating means mounted on the opposite end
of said handle for movement toward and from the handle

_ upon gripping and releasing of the same by a human hand
holdmg said handle; and

e. a pair of ears formed on said wing manipulating means

" and extendmg therefrom toward said handle for engaging
said wmgs upon gripping of said handle as aforesaid for
swinging said wings toward parallel relation.

2. The wing flapping toy of claim 1 in which said tabs have a

dovetail shape the extreme outer edges of which match the

length of the slots formed in said wings for press fit

. therethrough and interlocking relation therewith.

3. The wing flapping toy of claim 2 including an endless
resilient band mounted on said tabs and having intermediate
strands strung across the adjacent edges of said wings for urg-
ing the wings toward laterally extending position relative to
said backbone. _

4. The device of claim 3 in which the intermediate strands
of said resilient band extend crosswise each other for yieldably
bearing agamst the adjacent edges of said wmgs

5. The wing. flapping.toy of ‘claim 4 in which said wing
manipulating means comprises a member formed integrally
with said opposite end of said handle by a backward bow for
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normally extending said member at a slight angle downwardly
from said handle.

6. The wing flapping toy of claim 5 in which said backbone
end of said handle is of narrower width than the latter and in
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' 4
which said ears extend U-shape from the free end of said
member in straddling relation to said narrow backbone for en-
gaging said wings in proximity thereto.



