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(57) Abstract: A problem is presented in devices for driving
a three-phase synchronous motor in that it one of the two ro-
tation position detectors provided malfunctions, three or
more rotation position detectors will be necessary in order to
identify the rotation position detector that is malfunctioning
and producing an abnormal output, increasing the cost of the
rotation position detectors. An abnormality in a rotation po-
sition detector is detected by comparing the output of two
provided rotation position detectors (41, 42). A rotation pos-
ition estimation means (2) then identities the abnormal rota-
tion position detector. Driving of a three-phase synchronous
motor is controlled using the output 6 of whichever of the
first and second rotation position detectors that is operating
normally.
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