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My invention relates to electric switches
of the type having a switch blade adapted
to be snapped into and out of engagement
with terminals or contacts positioned on a

5 suitable base. The aim of the present in-

vention is to provide a switch of this sort

with terminals of such construction and ar-
rangement that the opposed arms of each
terminal will accommodate themselves to the

10 switch blade as it is snapped therebetween
and will resiliently engage the interposed
switch blade at a multiplicity of points,
thus insuring good electrical contact between
the parts under all conditions so that the

15 switch will more effectively carry a rela-
tively large amount of current with little or
no heating effect. ‘

In the accompanying drawing, wherein I
have shown, for illustrative purposes, one

20 embodiment which the present invention
may take, - ;

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a
switch, with the cover removed, equipped
with terminals constructed in accordance
with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged view in side. ele-
vation of one of the terminals in engage-
ment with the switch blade; and

Fig. 3 is an end view of one of the ter-
minals, the switch blade being shown in
cross section by dotted lines.

In this drawing, I have shown, for pur-
poses of exemplification only, my improved
contacts or terminals applied to a switch of
a well-known type, it having a base ¢ of
insulating material, a spindle & journalled
thereon, a handle ¢ for turning the spindle,
and devices d of any desired or improved
construction for throwing, when the spindle
is rotated, the switch member or blade e
with a sharp snap action into and out of
engagement with the terminals,

‘In accordance with the present invention,
each of the terminals, designated generally
by the letter ¢, comprises a pair of contact
arms, each formed of a plurality of super-
imposed, slightly spaced apart spring strips,
the ends of the strips of each arm being bent
over to bring the free edges thereof into the
same general plane. In the drawing, I have
designated the strips or fingers of one arm
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by the numeral 10 and those of the other arm
by the numeral 11. The turned over ends

of the strips 10 are designated by the numeral

10, and those of the strips 11 by the numeral
11’. In the present instance, each terminal
is formed of a ‘plurality of generally U-
shaped members nested or positioned one
within the other and secured together at
their closed ends in any suitable manner to
a bracket f carried by the base a. It will
be seen that the strips or fingers of each
arm of the terminal are slightly spaced apart
so that these strips are free to flex in all
directions, thus permitting them to individu-
ally accommodate themselves to the switch
blade and thereby insuring good electrical
contact between the terminals and switch
blade at“a multiplicity of points, which
means that a relatively large current may
pass ‘without unduly heating the parts of
the switch. It will be understood, of course,

that the free ends of the arms are spaced

apart a distance slightly less than the thick-
ness of the switch blade so that all of the
strips of the terminal will engage this blade
with the desired degree of pressure.

By preference, the edges of the turned
down ends of the fingers or strips are inter-
rupted, in the present illustrative disclosure
each being cut away or recessed as at 12
intermediate its side edges so that each strip
has a multiplicity of contact edges or points
13 which will simultaneously engage the
switch hlade.

It is, of course, obvious that my invention
is susceptible of various modifications and
changes which are within the spirit of the
invention without departing from the scope
of the following claims, it being understood
that the present disclosure of my invention
is by way of illustration only and it is not
to be taken as restrictive of my conception.

I claim as my invention:—

1. A terminal for electric switches com-
prising a pair of contact arms adapted to
receive and grasp between them a switch
blade, each arm comprising a plurality of
superimposed, slightly spaced apart spring
strips, the free ends of the strips of the two
arms being bent towards each other to en-
gage the interposed switch blade, and the
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edges of said bent over ends being inter-
rupted so that each strip has a plurality of
contact points adapted to engage said switch
blade. ‘

9. In an electric switeh, the combination
with a switch blade, of a terminal compris-
ing a. plurality of U-shaped spring members
nested one within the other aund secured:to-
gether at their closed ends, the respective
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arms of said members being spaced apart 10

whereby they may independently flex and
having' their free ends bent over at right
angles to the:body portions of the arms to
engage and grasp said blade, the edges of

said twrned over ends extending generally 15

in a direction:in which said:blade is moved

‘into and out of engagement with said edges.
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