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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EPHRAIM. A. LA BAY, 

to the face of the house A, so as to surround 
the entrance-openings B, thus constituting a 

of the city and county of Philadelphia and finish for said openings, and presenting the 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Bird-Houses; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a clear 
and exact description of the nature thereof, 
Sufficient to enable others skilled in the art 
to which my invention appertains to fully un 
derstand, make, and use the same, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings malk 
ing part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a face view of the device em 
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a side view 
thereof. Fig. 3 is a vertical section in line a 
ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a similar view in line y), 
Fig. 1. 
Similar letters of reference indicate corre 

sponding parts in the several figures. 
At present the care of birds is exciting 

much interest, and every effort is made to re 
tain in our midst those that are serviceable. 
It is admitted that a well-constructed and or 
namental house is most attractive to them, 
they seeking such structures in preference to 
inferior ones. 
My invention consists in metallic frames, 

which are adapted to be applied to the open 
ings in the bird house or box, so as to finish 
Said Openings, and during Wet Weather to pre 
vent the entrance of water. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
bird-house, which may be of well-known form 
and construction, and is provided with en 
trance-openings B. B. C represents frames, 
which are made of shape similar to frames of 
Windows and doors. These frames are secured 

appearance of a dwelling-house. 
It will be noticed that the frames C do not 

receive sash-frames, or windows, or doors, or 
other means of closing the entralnce-openings 
B, but merely edge or finish said openings. 
The frames C also, at their tops, serve to di. 
rect rain to the sides of said frames, and thus 
prevent the same trickling into the openings. 
Again, the faces of the frame increase the 
depth of the entrance-openings of the house, 
and thus in a measure prevent rain, sleet, &c., 
beating into the house to any extent. More 
over, the frames may be made in numerous 
and artistic designs, and thus a highly-orna 
mental house may be produced. 
Children may construct bird-houses or bird 

boxes with but little waste or skill, but im 
part a satisfactory and useful finish thereto 
by means of the metal frames C. 

If desired, perches may be cast or other 
wise connected to the frames, for purposes 
well known. a. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
As a new article of manufacture, the metal 

lic frames C, herein set forth, the same con 
Structed to surround and finish the entrance 
Openings of a bird-house, substantially as and 
for the purpose described. 

EPEIRAM. A. LA BAY. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
JNO. A. BELL. 

  


