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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LAWRENCE K. STEVENSON,

OF WEST UNITY, OHIO.

LABEL-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 624,701, dated May 9, 1899,

Apolieation filed June 17, 1898,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, LAWRENCE K. STEVEN-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at West Unity, in the county of Williams and
State of Ohio, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Label-Holders; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to an improvement
in label-holders and is especially adapted for
use by druggists. Its object is to provide a
receptacle which can be readily opened and
closed at the top while attached to bottles, es-
pecially those of a round, oval, or curved
form in cross-section, or other receptacles for
the storage of articles of commerce.

To these ends the invention consists in the
novel construction and combination of parts
hereinafter described and claimed, and illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a view of a portion of a bottle
having the device applied thereto. Fig. 2 is
an inner side elevation of the device with
cover raised. Fig. 3 is a top plan view with
the cover down. Fig. 4is a section on line
4 4, Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is a top plan view of
the holder with cover thrown back.

Referring to said figures by letters of refer-
ence, A is the body of the label-holder, hav-
ing one surface conforming to the contour of
the receptacle to which it is to be secured.
Hinged tosaid body A by means of a hinge a
is a cover B, the inner surface of which like-
wise conforms for part of its length to the

-shape of the attached receptacle, a portion of

it, as shown at b, being cut off or reduced for
the purpose herelnafter deseribed.
Extending upward from body A at the side
of the inner smface farthest from the hinge a
is an extension C, which also conforms to  the
curvature of the receptacle and which is of
just sufficient size as to permit the cover B to
pass back of it and fit snugly thereagainst.
Other extensions D D, one each upon the in-
ner and outer surfaces of the holder, are pro-
vided. Said extensions or guidesare prefer-

ably composed of strips of mebal soldered or
otherwise secured to the inner surfaces of the
body, although they may be formed by redue-
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ing the thickness of upwzud oontmua’mons of
the front and rear surfaces of the device.

‘Secured to the inner surface of the hinged
side of the body A is a spring plate or 1od E,
which normally rests against the correspond-
ing inner side of the coverand fends to force
the same backward as soon as released from
its closed position. A cateh F is also pro-
vided at the opposite side for retaining the
cover in closed position. This is preferably
formed, as shown in' the drawings, to permit
the ready release of the cover by the pressure
of the finger against the lever portion of said
cateh. _

In use the concave surface of the label-
holder is placed against the side of the bottle
or other desired receptacle and attached
thereto by means of cement or in any other
preferred manner.
with Iabels having printed or otherwise ex-

‘pressed thereon the name or symbol of the

material contained within the receptacle to
which it is attached.. The cover is then
pressed down, the cut-off portion b permit-
ting it to escape the side of the receptacle, and
coming down behind extension C fits snugly
thereaqalnst forming a complete cover for
the contents, while the holder fits closely to
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The device is then filled
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the receptacle at all points on its inner sur- .

face. The extensions or guides D D serve
the purpose of guiding the cover B to its cor-
rect position upon and tohold it'securely on
the ledges d, which are of sufficient width to
permit the sides of the cover to pass between
the guide D and the receptacle. - When it is
desn-ed to extract a label, the catch F, which
engages the cover as soon as closed is re-
leased causing spring E to 1mmedmtelyforce
cover B back and open, thereby exposing the.
contents.
I preferably place the cateh on the right
side of the device, so that the receptacle can
De clasped by the right hand, while the thumb
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of the left hand is free.to be br ought to bear

upon the catch.

It is my intention to provide one holder for
each storage-receptacle and to fill each holder
with labels having denoted thereon the name
or symbol of the article contained within the
receptacle to which it is attached. It is ob-
vious that if the printed labels are nof al-
ready filled out with the subject-matter nec-
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essary they may be written and placed within
the holders at leisure. It will thus be seen
that when part of the contents of the storage-
receptacle is removed to a smaller one a la-
bel can be readily taken from the holder of
said storage bottle or receptacle and placed
It will be apparent
that by this arrangement a great saving of
time and trouble is permitted and the liabil-
ity of placing an incorrect label upon a bot-
tle is reduced to a minimum.

If it is desired, a card-holder, as shown at
G in Fig. 1, may be formed on or secured to
the outer face of the holder in any suitable
manner. This may be used to receive a slip
or card having the name or symbol of the con-
tents of the receptacle to which the holder is
attached denoted thereon. By this arrange-
ment any bottle may be used without the ne-
cessity of painting, burning, or pasting this
information thereon, the set together making
a neat and attractive appearance. This ar-

rangement will be especially nseful in con-

nection with bottles which have not been pre-
viously prepared with a particular name or
symbol and permits the use of the bottle at
different times for different articles without
necessitating the mutilation or covering of
the original characters thereon, as is gener-
ally done with the bottles now in use.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advanftages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall
within the scope of my invention.

As shown in the drawings, I preferably
slope the bottom of the holder upward and

forward, so as to hold the labels, which are i
‘in presence of two witnesses.

of equal length, one slightly above the other
and to permit the forward one to be readily
withdrawn when it isso desired; Ialso prefer
to paste or otherwise attach to the outer face
of the cover a slip having denoted thereon the
cost, selling-price, or other desired informa-
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tion concerning the contents of the recepta-

cle to which it is attached.

Having thus described my invention, what
I therefore claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent thereon, is—

1. A label-holder having one side adapted
to conform to the surface of the receptacle to
which it is attached, and provided with an
upwardly-movable cover hinged at one end
and adapted to move in a vertical direction,
and reduced on its inner side at its other end,
to permit such movement, for the purpose
and substantially as described.

2. Alabel-holder having a body portion the
inner surface of which conforms to the sur-

face of the receptacle to which-it is attached,

and an upwardly-extending portion of said
body upon its inner surface and near one
side, as shown, with an upwardly-movable
cover pivoted to the opposite side of said

‘body, having a reduced end adapted to be

held snugly against and behind, said up-
wardly-extending portion, and a card-holder
upon the outer face of the body portion, for
the purpose and substantially as deseribed.
3. In a label-holder, the combination of a
body portion, having its inner surface con-
forming to the curvature of the receptacle to
which it is attached, an upward extension at
one side of said inner surface, a guide inter-

.mediate the sides, upon both the front and

rear surfaces said guides forming a ledge for
the purpose described, a cover hinged to the
opposite side of the body, having its opposite

~end reduced fo fit snugly behind and against
‘said extension of the body portion when
‘closed, and a spring and cateh for forcing

said cover open and retaining it in closed po-

‘sition, respectively, all substantially as and

for the purpose described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

LAWRENCE K. STEVENSON.

Witnesses:
EBiNEZER C. ORTEN,
RoBerT W. T. ELY.
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