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: This: invention:relatesto improvements in: but ton Landsbuttonhole.tapes. ; * * * * 
Ani: object of the: invention is to provide; pref 

erably" in roll form, continuous lengths of com 
plementary, buttoni and buttonhole tapes. . . . . . 
* Amrother object of the invention. is to provide 
a:button, tape which is. so. constructed that the 
buttons which are attached to and carried by 
the tape: are not likely: to be torn off unless sub 
jected to deliberate abuse: *** , , 
Another object of the invention is: to provide 

a. button tape wherein the fabric to- which the 
buttons are attached is constructed in such a 
manner as to reinforce: or i augmentº the ability : 
of the fabrictor retain buttons secured thereto : 
by stitching. * * * * * * * * * * , ** 
A further object of the invetnion isto provide: 

a buttonhole tape which: comprisestwo elements; 
an attachment strip': which is adapted to be: se 

'20 cured to a supporting member; such as a gar 
ment, article of upholstery or the like and a 
buttonhole-, strip in which the buttonholes are 

Still a fürther object of the invention is. 
provide: a, buttonhole tape of the character here 
imabove i described wherein the buttonhole strip : 
is, fabricated from relatively: thick, resilientima 
terial which is characterized by its ability to per 
mit the body portion of a button to become em- , 
bedded therein for: concealing the presence of a 
button associated therewith: , . " 

Still another object of the invention is to pro-, 
videº a "complementaryi, button: and buttonhole 
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ing the relationship of the various; component : 
parts of the tapes: when: they are connected to 
joim, the adjacent, edges of the support mem 
bers. 0.: . 

5 Fig. 8:is: as front elevation of a length of the 
buttonhole tape of Fig.2: : : : : : 
: Fig. 9, is a sectional: view. of a modified: form 
of button tape: comprising av detail: of the present . . . 
invention: ', 

0 '' 
button tape packaged in a roll form. '' - - - 

Fig. 11 is a side perspective view of a length : 

Fig.5, 10;is; a side perspective view, of a length: of 

of buttonhole, tapepackaged:in:roll. form. ' ’ 
With: reference, to; Figs. 3. to 6,...the. numerals 

20-2; representhems: in the adjacent edges of a 
garment, slip cover, or the: like, which adjacent 
edges: are: adapted: to be releasably * secured to 
gether by. fastening means; such as buttons: 22; 
The presentinventionis primarily directed to the 
provision of a pair of prefabricated complemen 
tary" button and buttonhole, tapes; i denotedfºgen 
erally, by: the numerals 23 and 24, respectively, 
whicht are: adapted to be quickly and securely. 
attachedt adong hemmed edges: 203 and 2 by rows 

25 
ar reference to Fig: 1, it will be 

of stitching: ?enoted: by: the numerals 25, 26 
"With particu 

, observed that.button.tape 23 comprises, a length 

tape: which has the above characteristics: and : 
which is adapted to be inexpensively manufac- i 
tured by modern massproductionsmethods. ', : " ", 
These and other" objects are attained by the 

means. described herein and disclosed in the ac 
companying drawing; in which: , - 

Fig. 1. is a sectional view of the button tape . 
of the present invention. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig.2 is a transverse sectional view of the com 
plementary: buttonhole tape of the present. in 

: '', vention. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' 
i Fig. 3 is a frontelevation of a length of but 
ton, tape: secured to the edge: off a supporting 
member 10, such as, agarment; an article of up 
holstery, or the like. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 4:is: afront elevation of a length of button 
hole tape: secured to: am adjacent edge of the 
supporting" member 10. : , ' ' ' . 

Fig. 5 is a seçtionalº viewton line-5-5 of Fig: 3. 
i Fig: 6 is: a sectional; view online 64-6 of Fig: 4; 
i Fig. 7: is a sectional: view of the buttons and : 
buttonhole tapes of the-present invention; show- 55 uses 

35 

40 
rear edge 34 in order that the" rows of buttons : . . . 

of fabrië, orother suitable material foldedilength 
wise: at: 28 and 29: whereby: to: provide an upper i 
ply. 30, an intermediate ply. 31; a lower ply. 32; a : * 

º finished forward edge: 33 and a finished rear edge : , 
34. Buttons 22 may be fastened to ther upper 
ply 30' by suitable i retaining" means, such as 
threads, or the like; demoted: generally * by the 
numeral 35, which pass through all three of plies: 
38; 3:f2 and 32, as illustrated 1 t . . . . 
preferably: located at regular intervals, along and . . . . . . 

The buttons are 
spaced back from and parallel to the forward . 
edge, 33; whereby ºther rows of buttons will be:lo 
cated: nearerº to the forward edge - 334than to:the 

will be disposed in. spaced parallelism from: hem 
45 20 when the tape-hias been fastened along" the i 

hemmed edge böy means of stitching 25, which 
preferably, passes through the two plies of hem 
20 and the upper and intermediate plies 3 and i 
3% of the button tape. . It will be observed that , 

50 : 
the only operation required to attach button tape , , 
23 to the edge of argarment. slip cover, or the like, * 
is to apply a row of stitching 25. In order to , 
facilitate handling and storage, lengths of button 
tape may be put up in roll form, as disclosed . 
in Fig: 10; to be unrolled as and at the time of 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



2 ; 
with particular reference now to Figs. 2 and 8, 

it Will be observed that the buttonhole tape com 
prises an attachment strip 40 and a bUuttonhole 
strip 4. 
Attachment strip 40 comprises a length of 

fabric or other suitable material folded length 
wise at 42 and 43, whereby to provide an upper 
ply 44, an intermediate ply 45, a lower ply 46, a 
forward finished edge 47, and a rear finished 
edge 48. This attachment strip may, if desired, 
be fabricated from the same type and quality 
of material as that from which the button tape 
23 is fabricated. M 

Buttonhole strip, 4 il comprises a length of ma 
terial the width of which is preferably less than. 
the overall width of attachment strip 40, as 
measured between the forward and rear edges 47 
and 48. Strip 4 is provided with a series of 
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vide a U-shaped pocket around each buttonhole, 
said pocket being open along its front edge, and 
closed along its rear by stitching 27, and along 
its side edges by rows of stitching 5. 
The button tape disclosed in Fig. 9 is a modified 

form of the tape of Fig. 5, the primary distinction 
being that the free end of lower ply 32 is folded : 
back at 70 whereby to provide an additional ply 
7 through which the button retaining threads 
35 may be paSSed. 
With reference to Fig. 7, it will be observed that 

the forward edge 62 of the buttonhole strip 4 
i is adapted to abut, rather than overlap hem 20, 
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spaced buttonholes 49 the perimeter of each of , , , 
which may be suitably reinforced by means of 
Stitching 50 or the like. The distance between ad 
jacent buttonholes should correspond with the 
spacing of buttons 22 on the button tape, in order 
that proper alignment and correspondency may 
be had between the buttons of the , button tape 
and the buttonholes of the buttonhole tape. The 
buttonhole Strip 4 may be attached to the arat 
tachment strip 40 by means of rows of stitching 
5 il located between adjacent buttonholes, and ex 
tending at substantial right angles to the length 
dimension of the tape, as illustrated in Figs. 8 
and 11. N 

The physical characteristics of the buttonhole 
strip differ considerably from the physical char 
acteristics of the attachment strip in that the 
bUttonhole strip is comparatively thick and re 
silient. - The thickness dimension of the strip 4 
is - preferably, though i not necessarily, at least 
eqta? to the thickness of a button 22, whereby a 
button, may become embedded in the material 
adjacent a, buttonhole to such an extent or de 
gree as to substantially eliminate any tell-tale 
lumps or bumps which would indicate the pres 
ence of the bUttOns, when the tapes are con 
nected, see Fig. 7. If desired, the buttonhole 
strip may be fabricated from thick threads loosely 
woven together. However, it should be clearly 
understood that although the buttonhole strip is 
thick and resilient, it is nevertheless sufficiently 
strong in tensile strength to function as an ef 
fective, button retaining member Which Will not 
tear, give way or otherwise fail unless subjected 
to deliberate abuse. M 
The buttonhole tape may be, and preferably 

is, fastened along hemmed edge 2f by spaced 
rows of stitching 26 and 27. With particular 
reference to Figs. I, 4, 6 and 7, it will be observed 
that the buttonhole tape is i fastened along 
hemmed edge 2 with forward edge 47 below, or 
preferably a short distance behind the for Ward 
edge 6 of hem 2, whereby the buttonhole tape 
is disposed under and is completely concealed by 
the material of the supporting member 10, com 
prising upper ply 60 of the hem. 

It will be s observed that the row of stitching 
26 passes through the two plies of, hem i 2 and 
through the lower and intermediate plies 46 and 
45, respectively, of the attachment strip 40, 
whereby the forward edge , 62 of the buttonhole 
Strip 4 is free and unattached along its length 
dimension to the attachment strip. The other 
row of stitching 27 passes through ply 60 of hem 
2, the upper and lower plies 44 and 46 of attach 
ment, strip 40. and through the rear edge adjacent 
portions of buttonhole strip 4, whereby to pro 
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, UISe in Slip covers, and the like. 

whereby outer ply 60 of supporting member f0 
is substantially flat, thereby providing a neat, 
finished surface at the joint or connection be 
tween the - adjacent edges of the Supporting 
member. 
With reference to Figs. 10 and 11, it should be 

noted that no attempt has been made to indicate 
the various plies of button tape 23, nor of attach 
ment strip 40 of tape 24, since these two views 
merely illustrate how the tapes may be rolled for 
the purpose i of storage and uSe. In 'Some in 
stances, it may be desirable to sell the tapes in 
a buttoned-together condition, in which i event 
the buttons 22 of the button, tape WOUuld be hooked 
into their respective and corresponding button 
holes 49 of the buttonhole tape, after Which the 
two tapes, thus connected, "Would be packaged 
in roll form. V 

Experiment , and actual Usage have indicated 
that the tapes comprising the present invention 
fill, - in a very satisfactory manner, the need 
created in the upholstery business for a desirable, 
neat, inexpensive, yet practical closure means for 

The present 
tapes are likewise being used in garments in those 
places where slide type fasteners were used prior 

40 to the present shortage of materials caused by the 
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It will be observed that the construction of the 
button tapes as disclosed in FigS. 1 and 9, pro- . 
vides a structure which is adequately reinforced 
along the row of buttons so as to proWide ample 
and adequate anchorage for the button retain 
ing threads 35, sufficient to withstand the con 
centrated stresses transmitted to the tape by the 
threads incident to a pull on button 22. - Practice 
has demonstrated that the buttons are not likely 
to be pulled off unless subjected to deliberate 
abuse. It has - likewise, been found that a two 
ply thickness of material 30 and 3 , is ample to 
provide anchorage for attaching threads, 25, since 
the Strain i transmitted to threads 25 is trans 
mitted or distributed over a considerable longitu 
dinal area, whereas the strain transmitted to the 
button retaining threads 35 is concentrated to a 
Small area, adjacent Said threads. 

It should be understood that changes in the 
structural details of the tape may be made, with 
in the scope of the appended claims, Without de 
parting from the spirit of the invention. 
What jiS claimed S: -. ; 
1. As a new article of manufacture, comple 

mentary button and buttohole tapes, said button 
tape comprising a long narrow lentgh of fabric 
folded whereby to provide a three ply thickness 
and having a row of buttons secured thereto by 
Stitching, said buttonhole tape , comprising a 
length of fabric folded lengthwise to provide a 
three ply thickness and a length of thick, resilient 
material secured thereto, the thickness of said 
material being of such a dimension as to at least 
equal the thickness of a button carried by the 



M . " 

2,364,062 
complementary button tape, said material being 
provided with a row of button holes, one for and 
in alignment with each button of said i button 
tape, Said button adapted to become embedded 
within the body of said material flush with one 
surface, thereof and without deformation of the 
other surface whereby the presence of such but 
tons is substantially concealed from view when the 
buttons engage their respective buttonholes for 
connecting the two tapes. 

2. In combination with the adjacent edges of 
a, garment, slip cover or the like, of a length of 
complementary button and buttonhole tapes, said 
button tape comprising a length of material 
folded lengthwise , whereby to provide a finished 
forward and a finished rear edge each of two ply 
thickness, and an intermediate portion having a 
three ply thickness, a row of buttons secured to 
the intermediate portion by Stitching, said button 
tape secured to and along one of said adjacent * 
garment edges by a row of stitching through the 
two ply thickness adjacent its rear edge for posi 
tioning the buttons in spaced parallelism from 
said edge, said buttonhole tape comprising a 
length of material folded lengthwise whereby to 
provide an attachment strip having a finished 
forward edge of two ply thickness and a finished 
rear edge of three ply thickness, a length of thick, 
resilient material in which is provided a row of , 
buttonholes, said material being secured to said 
attachment strip by rows of stitching located be 
tween adjacent buttonholes and disposed at right 
angles to the length - dimension of the tape, the 
thickness of the material provided with the but 
tonholes being of a dimension sufficient to cushion 
and substantially, embed a button introduced 
through a buttonhole within the body of said re 
silient material and flush with one surface there 
of and without deformation of the other Surface, 
whereby, the presence of a button is effectively 
concealed from view, said buttonhole tape i se 
cured at, but under the other of said adjacent 
edges by a double.row of stitching, one through 
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3 
its forward edge adjacent i portion, the other 
through its rear edge adjacent three ply portion 
for positioning said tape as to conceall its pres 
ence When the buttons i, are engaged with their 
complementary buttonholes. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a prefab 
ricated buttonhole tape of the i type adapted to 
be attached to the edge of a garment, or the 
like, said tape comprising a multi-ply attachment 
Strip adapted to be Secured to and along the edge 
of a garment or the like, and a thick, resilient 
buttonhole strip secured to and carried by said 
attachment strip, said buttonhole strip being 
characterized by its ability to be displaced by a 
button introduced into a buttonhole whereby said 
button is substantially embedded within the body 
Of the material fiush with one surface thereof and 
without deformation of the other surface of the 
buttonhole Strip adjacent a buttonhole, whereby 
the presence of a button is effectively i concealed 
from View. VY 

4. In combination with the adjacent edges of 
a garment, Slip cover, or the like, a longitudinal 
strip member projecting from and secured to one 
of Said adjacent edges, said i strip member com 
prising a length of, material folded lengthwise 
Whereby i to provide a finished forward and a 
finished rear edge each of two ply thickness and 
an intermediate º portion having a, i three ply 
thickness, and a row of buttons secured to the 
intermediate portion by Stitching, and a longi 
tudinal strip member secured to and underlying 
the other of said adjacent edges, said strip mem 
ber comprising a length of thick resilient material 
having buttonholes provided therein, Said resili 
ent material characterized by its ability to 
cushion and substantially embed buttons intro 
duced through Said buttonholes within the body 
of said resilient material and flush with one sur 
face thereof and without deformation of the other 
surface, whereby the presence of such buttons is 
effectively concealed from view. 
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