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(57) Abstract: [Problem] The speed of colony counting has been increased

0100

by performing colony counting by applying image processing or the like to
an image in which an observation subject is captured. However, there is a de-
mand for even further acceleration of colony counting. [Solution] In order to
solve the above-described problem, the present invention provides, among
others, a dark-environment simultaneous culturing-observing apparatus in-
cluding: an observation-subject holding part for holding an observation sub-
ject; a dark-environment culturing chamber for culturing, in a dark environ-
ment, microbes in the observation subject held by the observation-subject
holding part; an infrared light source that irradiates, with infrared light, the
observation subject that is held by the observation-subject holding part ac-
/ commodated in the dark-environment culturing chamber; and an in-

frared-light camera that captures an image of the observation subject irradi-
ated with the infrared light by the infrared light source.
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