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which are arranged on the inner surface of the flexible
tube section and through which are retractably inserted
four bending wires fixed at the ends to the first curve
portion; and three second guide pipes through which
are retractably inserted three curved shape switch wires
fixed at the ends to the end of the second curved por-
tion. The greatest-outer-diameter built-in component is
in a position in contact with an adjacent first guide
pipe. The arrangement position in the circumferential
direction of two of the three second guide pipes is in
contact with the side opposite of where said first guide
pipe adjacent to the greatest-outer-diameter built-in
component touches said greatest-outer-diameter built-
in component, and the position in the circumferential
direction of the remaining second guide pipe is located
opposite to said greatest-outer-diameter built-in com-
ponent.
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