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EXHAUST VENT FOR AN ELECTRONIC 
CHASSIS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the field of exhaust 
vents and, in particular, to an exhaust vent for an electronic 
chassis that houses various electronic components. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Electronic chassis, which house electronic components 
for high-Speed telecommunication and networking 
applications, are typically mounted on a rack that is in turn 
enclosed in an electronicS cabinet. The chassis are typically 
positioned in the rack in a vertically Stacked orientation, one 
on top of the other. 

Each chassis is typically a box-like Structure having top, 
bottom and side walls. The bottom wall of the chassis 
typically has openings to allow air to circulate up through 
the chassis. A plurality of Vertically oriented application 
cards is typically inserted into the chassis. A fan tray 
assembly including a plurality of fans is typically located 
adjacent the top of the chassis, which, in operation, draws air 
upward from the bottom of the chassis and between the 
application cards to provide ventilation for various elec 
tronic components mounted on the application cards. A 
horizontally oriented air filter is typically inserted into a 
bottom portion of the chassis to prevent airborne pollutants, 
Such as dirt particles, from entering the chassis and inter 
fering with the electronic components housed within the 
chassis. 

Attempts have made to provide a vent adjacent the top of 
the chassis to vent heated exhaust air out of the chassis. 
These vents are located along the front face of the chassis So 
that the exhaust air exits the chassis in a direction that is 
generally perpendicular to the front face of the chassis. 
Convention vents are typically Screen-like Structures that 
have a plurality of round or Square openings. In the 
alternative, louvered openings may be provided. There are, 
however, many disadvantages to these conventional exhaust 
vents. For example, conventional exhaust vents typically 
restrict the amount of flow of exhaust air through the chassis 
an unacceptable amount, which may result in the overheat 
ing of the electronic components in the chassis. Moreover, 
conventional exhaust vents do not force the exhaust air 
downwardly as it exits the chassis. As a result, heated 
exhaust air that exits a first chassis can more easily be drawn 
into a Second chassis positioned immediately above the first 
chassis thereby causing overheating of the electronic com 
ponents in the Second chassis. Finally, conventional exhaust 
vents typically do not provide an aesthetically pleasing 
solution for venting because they allow the interior of the 
chassis to be viewed from the outside, and therefore do not 
conceal the internal components of the chassis. 

Accordingly, it would be desirable to have an exhaust vent 
for an electronic chassis that overcomes the disadvantages 
described above. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One aspect of the invention provides an exhaust vent for 
mounting to an electronic chassis including a body portion 
having a length. The body portion includes an upper portion 
extending along the length of the body portion and a lower 
portion extending along the length of the body portion. The 
upper portion includes a deflector portion and the lower 
portion includes a curved portion. The deflector portion of 
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2 
the upper portion and the curved portion of the lower portion 
defines an exhaust opening in the body portion to allow 
exhaust air to pass through the exhaust opening. The exhaust 
air may preferably pass through the exhaust opening in a 
downward direction. The exhaust air may preferably pass 
through the exhaust opening at an angle of about 30 to about 
45 degrees from Vertical. A plurality of Stiffening ribs may 
preferably be spaced apart along the curved portion. The 
plurality of Stiffening ribS may preferably define a plurality 
of exhaust ports along the length of the body portion. The 
body portion may preferably include a plurality of fastener 
openings and may be comprised of molded plastic. 

Another aspect of the invention provides an exhaust vent 
for venting exhaust air from an electronic chassis. A body 
portion including a length is mounted to the electronic 
chassis. The body portion includes an upper portion extend 
ing along the length of the body portion and a lower portion 
extending along the length of the body portion. The upper 
portion includes a deflector portion and the lower portion 
includes a curved portion. The deflector portion of the upper 
portion and the curved portion of the lower portion defines 
an exhaust opening in the body portion to allow the exhaust 
air from the electronic chassis to pass through the exhaust 
opening in a downward direction and to conceal an inside 
portion of the electronic chassis. The body portion may 
preferably be mounted to a top portion of the electronic 
chassis. 

Another aspect of the invention provides a method of 
venting exhaust air from an electronic chassis. A body 
portion including a length is provided. The body portion 
includes an upper portion extending along the length of the 
body portion and a lower portion extending along the length 
of the body portion. The upper portion includes a deflector 
portion and the lower portion includes a curved portion. The 
deflector portion of the upper portion and the curved portion 
of the lower portion defines an exhaust opening in the body 
portion. The body portion is mounted to the electronic 
chassis. Exhaust air from the electronic chassis is passed 
through the exhaust opening in a downward direction, and 
an inside portion of the electronic chassis is concealed. The 
exhaust air may preferably be passed through the exhaust 
opening at an angle of about 30 to about 45 degrees from 
Vertical. Exhaust air may preferably be passed through a fan 
tray assembly positioned within the electronic chassis. The 
exhaust air may preferably contact a top wall of the elec 
tronic chassis. The exhaust air may then be deflected off the 
top wall of the electronic chassis to the exhaust opening. 
Room air from the room in which the electronic chassis is 
Situated may preferably be passed into a bottom portion of 
the electronic chassis. The room air may preferably be 
passed through the electronic chassis in an upward direction. 
The invention provides the foregoing and other features, 

and the advantages of the invention will become further 
apparent from the following detailed description of the 
presently preferred embodiments, read in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings. The detailed description and 
drawings are merely illustrative of the invention and do not 
limit the scope of the invention, which is defined by the 
appended claims and equivalents thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodiment of 
an exhaust vent that is made in accordance with the inven 
tion showed mounted to an electronic chassis, 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the back side of the 
exhaust vent of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the front side of the 
exhaust vent of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the taken along line 4-4 of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 of FIG. 
2, 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 
2, and 

FIG. 7 is a partial view of the electronic chassis of FIG. 
1 showing the exhaust vent exploded from the electronic 
chassis. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

As shown in FIGS. 1-7, a preferred embodiment of an 
exhaust vent 10 is shown for venting exhaust air from an 
electronic chassis 12. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 7, the 
electronic chassis 12 may preferably include a top portion 
14, a bottom portion 16, a first side wall portion 18, and a 
second side wall portion 20. In the embodiment shown, the 
exhaust vent 10 is configured in Such a manner as to be 
received in the top portion 14 of the electronic chassis 12. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 7, the top portion 14 and the 

bottom portion 16 of the electronic chassis 12 are substan 
tially parallel to one another. Similarly, the first side wall 
portion 18 and the second side wall portion 20 are substan 
tially parallel to one another. In the embodiment shown, the 
top portion 14, the bottom portion 16, and the first and 
Second Side wall portions 18, 20 are configured in Such a 
manner as to define an electronic chassis 12 having a 
generally rectangular shape. However, Various alternative 
configurations of the electronic chassis 12 are contemplated. 

The electronic chassis 12 may be any Suitable metal 
enclosure for housing various electronic components that 
carry out various functions Such as, for example, telecom 
munications and networking functions. For example, the 
electronic chassis 12 may house conventional high-speed 
application cards (not shown). The electronic chassis 12 may 
preferably be comprised of any Suitable rigid metal 
including, for example, Steel. 

The electronic chassis 12 may preferably include a fan 
tray assembly 22 that is positioned within the electronic 
chassis 12. In the embodiment shown, the fan tray assembly 
22 is preferably located adjacent to the top portion 14 of the 
electronic chassis 12. The fan tray assembly 22 may pref 
erably include a plurality of fans (not shown). Each of the 
fans may preferably be positioned within the fan tray 
assembly 22 in Such a manner as to draw room air from the 
room in which the electronic chassis 12 is situated into the 
bottom portion 16 of the electronic chassis 12. The room air 
may be drawn in an upward direction through the inside of 
the chassis 12 to cool to the electronic components within 
the chassis 12. The heated exhaust air may then be exhausted 
out of the chassis 12 through the top portion 14 of the chassis 
12 and, in particular, through the exhaust vent 10. 
The exhaust vent 10 for mounting to the electronic chassis 

12 is shown in greater detail in FIGS. 2-6. In the embodi 
ment shown, the exhaust vent 10 includes a body portion 24 
including a length (L). As shown in FIGS. 1 and 7, the body 
portion 24 may preferably be mounted to the top portion 14 
of the electronic chassis 12. The body portion 24 may 
preferably be comprised of molded plastic, or any other 
Suitable rigid material. 
As shown in greater detail in FIGS. 2-6, the body portion 

24 includes an upper portion 26 extending along the length 
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(L) of the body portion 24 and a lower portion 28 extending 
along the length (L) of the body portion 24. The upper 
portion 26 includes a deflector portion 30 and the lower 
portion 28 include a curved portion 32. The deflector portion 
30 of the upper portion 26 and the curved portion 32 of the 
lower portion 28 define an exhaust opening 34 in the body 
portion 24. The exhaust vent 10 allows exhaust air from the 
electronic chassis 12 to pass through the exhaust opening 34 
in a downward direction. The exhaust air may preferably 
pass through the exhaust opening 34 at an angle of about 30 
to about 45 degrees from vertical. In addition, the exhaust 
vent 10 conceals an inside portion 38 (FIG. 7) of the 
electronic chassis 12. 

Referring to FIGS. 2-3, a plurality of stiffening ribs 40 
may preferably be spaced apart along the curved portion 32. 
The stiffening ribs 40 may preferably be positioned substan 
tially perpendicular to the curved portion 32, and may 
extend from the curved portion 32 to the upper portion 26 to 
increase the structural rigidity of the exhaust vent 10. The 
plurality of stiffening ribs 40 may preferably define a plu 
rality of exhaust ports 42 along the length (L) of the body 
portion 24. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the body portion 24 may preferably 

include a plurality of fastener openings 44, 46, 48, and 50. 
The fastener openings 44, 46, 48, and 50 may preferably be 
any suitable configuration to allow the body portion 24 to be 
attached to the electronic chassis 12. 

In operation, each of the fans of the fan tray assembly 22 
may preferably draw room air from the room in which the 
electronic chassis 12 is situated into the bottom portion 16 
of the electronic chassis 12. Room air may then be passed 
through the inside of the electronic chassis 12 in an upward 
direction thereby cooling the electronic components within 
the electronic chassis 12. Heated exhaust air then passes 
through the fans in the fan tray assembly 22 positioned 
within the electronic chassis 12. The fans continue to direct 
the exhaust air in an upward direction toward the inside 
surface of the top wall 60 of the electronic chassis 12. The 
exhaust air may then preferably be deflected off the top wall 
60 of the electronic chassis 12 in a direction toward the 
exhaust opening 34 in the body portion 24. Exhaust air is 
then passed from the inside of the electronic chassis 12 
through the exhaust opening 34 in a downward direction. 
The advantage of this arrangement is that the exhaust air is 
directed away from a Second electronic chassis that may be 
located immediately above. As a result, exhaust air from one 
electronic chassis is not drawn into the air intake area of a 
Second electronic chassis thereby preventing overheating of 
the electronic components in the Second electronic chassis. 
The exhaust air may preferably be directed through the 
exhaust opening at an angle of about 30 to about 45 degrees 
from vertical. 

The exhaust vent 10 conceals the inside portion 38 of the 
electronic chassis 12 from View without restricting the 
amount of flow of exhaust air through the exhaust vent 10. 
This reduction in exhaust airflow impedance increases the 
performance of the fans in the fan tray 22, which in turn 
reduces the temperature inside of the electronic chassis 12. 
Reducing the operating temperature inside of the electronic 
chassis 12 increases the reliability of the electronic compo 
nents within the electronic chassis 12. 
While the embodiments of the invention disclosed herein 

are presently considered to be preferred, various changes 
and modifications can be made without departing from the 
Spirit and Scope of the invention. The Scope of the invention 
is indicated in the appended claims, and all changes that 
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come within the meaning and range of equivalents are 
intended to be embraced therein. 
We claim: 
1. An exhaust vent comprising: 
a body portion for mounting to an electronic chassis, the 
body portion including a length, the body portion 
including an upper portion extending along the length 
of the body portion and a lower portion extending along 
the length of the body portion, the upper portion 
including a deflector portion and the lower portion 
including a curved portion, the curved portion includ 
ing a curved front Surface and a curved back Surface, at 
least one Stiffening rib contacting the curved portion 
and extending perpendicular to the curved portion, the 
at least one Stiffening rib including a first curved 
portion and a Second curved portion, the first curved 
portion extending along the curved front Surface and 
the Second curved portion extending along the curved 
back Surface, the deflector portion of the upper portion 
and the curved portion of the lower portion defining an 
exhaust opening in the body portion to allow exhaust 
air to pass through the exhaust opening. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the exhaust air passes 
through the exhaust opening in a downward direction. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the at least one 
Stiffening rib comprises a plurality of Stiffening ribs spaced 
apart along the curved portion. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein the plurality of 
Stiffening ribs define a plurality of exhaust ports along the 
length of the body portion. 

5. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the exhaust air passes 
through the exhaust opening at an angle of about 30 to about 
45 degrees from vertical. 

6. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the body portion 
includes a plurality of fastener openings. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the body portion is 
comprised of molded plastic. 

8. An exhaust vent for venting exhaust air from an 
electronic chassis comprising: 

an electronic chassis including a first Side wall and a 
Second Side wall, a body portion including a length, the 
body portion mounted to the electronic chassis, the 
body portion extending from the first Side wall acroSS 
to the Second Side wall, the body portion including an 
upper portion extending along the length of the body 
portion and a lower portion extending along the length 
of the body portion, the upper portion including a 
deflector portion and the lower portion including a 
curved portion, the curved portion including a curved 
front Surface and a curved back Surface, at least one 
Stiffening rib contacting the curved portion and extend 
ing perpendicular to the curved portion, the at least one 
Stiffening rib including a first curved portion and a 
Second curved portion, the first curved portion extend 
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ing along the curved front Surface and the Second 
curved portion extending along the curved back 
Surface, the deflector portion of the upper portion and 
the curved portion of the lower portion defining an 
exhaust opening in the body portion to allow the 
exhaust air from the electronic chassis to pass through 
the exhaust opening in a downward direction and to 
conceal an inside portion of the electronic chassis. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the body portion is 
mounted to a top portion of the electronic chassis. 

10. A method of venting exhaust air from an electronic 
chassis comprising: 

providing a body portion including a length, the body 
portion including an upper portion extending along the 
length of the body portion and a lower portion extend 
ing along the length of the body portion, the upper 
portion including a deflector portion and the lower 
portion including a curved portion, the curved portion 
including a curved front Surface and a curved back 
Surface, at least one Stiffening rib contacting the curved 
portion and extending perpendicular to the curved 
portion, the at least one Stiffening rib including a first 
curved portion and a Second curved portion, the first 
curved portion extending alone the curved front Surface 
and the Second curved portion extending along the 
curved back Surface, the deflector portion of the upper 
portion and the curved portion of the lower portion 
defining an exhaust opening in the body portion; 

mounting the body portion to the electronic chassis, 
passing the exhaust air from the electronic chassis through 

the exhaust opening in a downward direction; and 
concealing an inside portion of the electronic chassis. 
11. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
passing the exhaust air through the exhaust opening at an 

angle of about 30 to about 45 degrees from vertical. 
12. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
passing the exhaust air through a fan tray assembly 

positioned within the electronic chassis. 
13. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
contacting the exhaust air with a top wall of the electronic 

chassis. 
14. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
deflecting the exhaust air off the top wall of the electronic 

chassis to the exhaust opening. 
15. The method of claim 10 further comprising: 
passing room air into a bottom portion of the electronic 

chassis. 
16. The method of claim 15 comprising: 
passing the room air through the electronic chassis in an 
upward direction. 
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