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1

This’ invention ‘relates to new and useful im-
provements and structural refinements “in -de-
vices for cutting potatoes, -and the principal ob-
ject of the invention is to provide a device of
the character herein deseribed, whereby the cut-
ting operation may be quickly, easily and con-
veniently.effected. . :

‘@ome of the advantages 5¢ the’ invention re-
side in its simplicity of construction, in its con-
venient operation, in its adaptability to efficient
and expeditious cleaning, and in its adaptability
to economical manufacture.

With the above more important objects and
features in view, and such other objects and fea~
tures as may become apparent as this specifica-
tion proceeds, the invention consists essentially
of the arrangement and construction of parts as

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in-

which: .

Figure 1 is a vertical cross sectional view of
the invention at the commencement of the cut-
ting operation;

Figure 2 is a cross sectional view similar to
that shown in Figure 1, but illustrating the in-

vention near the conclusion of the cutting oper- -

ation;

Figure 3 is a top plan view of the cutting mem-
ber used in the invention; :

Figure 4 is s cross sectional view, taken sub-
stantially in the plane of the line 1—4 in Fig-
ure 1;

Figure 5 is a fragmentary perspective detail
showing the structural arrangement of the cut-
ting member;

Figure 6 is a
ing the relationship of
of the invention;

PFigure 7 is a fragmentary cross sectional de~
tail, taken substantially in the plane of the line
11 in Figure 2; and

Tigure 8 is a perspective view of one of the
leaf springs used in the invention.

Like characters of reference are employed to
designate like parts in the specification and
throughout the several views.

Referring now to the accompanying drawings
in detail, the invention consists of & potato cut-
ter designated generally by the reference char-
acter 10, the same embodying in its construction
a vertically elongated tubular barrel 2 having
open upper and lower ends, the barrel being
provided at a point spaced downwardly from its
upper ends with an inwardly projecting annular
bead constituting a seat for a circular cutting
member 16,

fragnientary sectional view show-
the different components

2 Claims. (CL.146--169)
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ting ‘elements 24.

“The cutting’ mémber’ 16 consists of -a ‘support-
Ing-annulus- 18 which ‘is* seated on “the“bead *#4
and is provided ‘at its‘upper, lower ‘and outer

edges with: suitable grooves. 19,720,21 Tespectively - ’

(seée “Pigure "5 ' so “that -a -econtinuous’ wire 22
may be wound-around: or-weaved on- the: anmu-
lus in  criss-cross ‘formation  “as Shown, “the
strétehes of ‘this 'wire constituting ‘a-sét of‘eut-

The invention alsoc contemplates the provision
of a tubular potato receiving sleeve 26 having
a closed upper end 28 and an open lower end,
the lower edge of the sleeve terminating in an
outturned annular bead 30 as will be clearly ap-
parent, :

A downwardly extending pin or prong 32 is
provided at the center of the top end 28 of the
sleeve 26 while a plurality of arcuate leaf springs
34 are positioned in the sleeve 26, this being
effected by providing lower ends of the springs
34 with suitable eyes 38 in frictional engage-
ment with the bead 30.

Tt is to be understood that the free ends of
the springs 34 are slidable longitudinally on the
inner surface of the sleeve 26, and when the
invention is placed in use, the sleeve is simply
removed from the harrel 12 and a potato 40 is
inserted into the sleeve so that the upper end
portion thereof is supportably engaged by the
prong 32 while the springs 384 frictionally engage
the sides of the potato to centralize the potato
on the prong and in the sleeve 26, as will be
clearly apparent.

Thereupon, the sleeve 26 is simply slid down-
wardly over the barrel {2, during which action
the potato will pass longitudinally through the
cutting elements 24 as indicated at 42, and will
be separated thereby into elongated sections or
strips suitable for “French frying.” )

It is to be noted that after the sleeve 26 com-
mences its downward sliding movement on the
barrel 12, the potato will be automatically cen~
tralized in the sleeve by its engagement: with
the cutting elements 24, so that the centralizing
action of the springs 34 is no longer required. -
Indeed, the sleeve 26 is sufficiently large as
compared to the diameter of the barrel {2 that
the springs 34 may become flattened and dis-
posed between the barrel and the sleeve as shown
in Pigure 2, until such time as the sleeve is
again drawn upwardly and separated from the
barrel when the springs will again resume their
arcuate positions in readiness for subsequent
centralizing operation.

It is believed that the advantages and use of '
the invention will be clearly apparent from the
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foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further
description thereof at this point is deemed un-
necessary.

While in the foregoing there has been shown
and described the preferred embodiment of this
Invention, it is to be understood that minor
changes in the details of construction and ar-
rangement of parts may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention as claimed.

Having described the invention,
claimed as new is:

what is

1. In a potato cutter, the combination of a

vertically elongated barrel having an open upper
end, cutter means mounted in the upper end
of sald barrel, a vertically elongated sleeve hav-
ing an open end and movable downwardly from
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an initial position above the barrel to an ultimate -

position wherein it is telescoped over the barrel,
sald sleeve being of such size relative to the
barrel as to provide an annular space between
the barrel and the sleeve when the latter is
in its ultimate position, and a set of leaf springs
attached at one end thereof to the lower edge
of said sleeve and extending upwardly therein,
said springs being inwardly convexed in sald
sleeve to supportably engage a potato therein
when the sleeve is in its iInitial position and
being receivable in a flat position in said space

20

25

4
between the sleeve and the barrel when the
sleeve is drawn downwardly.

2. The device as deflned in claim 1 together
with an annular bead provided at the lower edge
of said sleeve, and outturned hooks provided
at the lower ends of said leaf springs and en-
gaging said bead.

WALLACE A. THOMPSON.
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