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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EDWARD SEEDHOUSE,
a subject of the Queen of Great Britain and
Ireland, residing at Netherton, near Dudley,
5 inthe county of Worcester, Kingdom of Great
Britainand Ireland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Playing-Cards,
(for which T have received Letters Patent in
England, No. 4,535, dated September 22, 1883;)
10 and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and unse

the same.

My said invention has for its object the im-
provement of what are commonly known as
‘‘playing-cards’’—that is to say, cards hav-
ing devices on them and nsed in games—the
improvement rendering such playing - cards
20 capable of being shuffled or intermixed in an

easier and more expeditious manner than is
possible with playing-cards as at present ordi-
narily manufactured.
There are various methods—all more or less
25 imperfeet—ofshufﬂingoriutermixingadopted
by persons when playing with cards. One
plan sometimes employed is as follows: The
back or set of cards is divided into two smaller
packagesor portions,and by bringing these two
30 portions of the divided pack edge to edge and
working and manipulating them the cards of
one package or portion are pushed between
and intermingled with those of the other pack-
age or portion. With playing-cards as here-
35 tofore usually made this plan has various ob-
jections—such as, for instance, the aptitude
of the cards to become locked or turned, and
especially the difficulty of the operation in con-
sequence of the cards being of uniform thick-
40 ness. Myinventionisdesigned toobviatesuch
objections to the said plan of shuffling, and
with cards made according to my invention
shuffling, whether by the above method or by
other methods, is materially facilitated, as is
45 also the operation of dealing.
According to my invention playing-cards
are made with some part or parts of them
thicker than the edge, in the case of circular
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cards, or than the edges or parts of them in
other cards.

Referring to the annexed drawing, which
represents a playing-card in central longitudi-
nal section to an enlarged scale, it will be seen
the central portion, a b, is thicker than the end
portions, ¢ ¢ and b d, which gradually taper
toward the edges ¢ and d. The edge or edges
of the cards is or are made, by preference, as
thin as is consistent with their being of the
requisite strength and stiffness. The thick-
ened part or parts is or are hardly percepti-
ble in a single card; butin the aggregate, when
all the cards are packed or placed together, the
thickened parts prevent the thin parts of the
cards from coming into close contact when at
rest; but the holding tightly of the pack or of
a portion of the pack at a point where the
thin parts are juxtaposited causes the edges
at other parts to open or diverge from one an-
other. Consequently when a pack of cards is
separated into two portions for the purpose of
shuffling, and each of the two portions is held
as above described, and the opened or diver-
gent edges of each portion of the pack are
brought together, the cards of one portion of
the pack are easily pushed between and inter-
mixed with the cards of the other portion of
the pack, and by repeating the operation ef-
fectual shuffling and intermixing of the cards,
which has hitherto been a somewhat difficalt
and tedious operation, and has also required
some little skill and practice, is speedily, eas-
ily, and conveniently accomplished. When
other methods of shuffling are adopted, cards
made according to my invention will inter-
leave more readily than those made of uni-
formthickness. Furthermore, with cards made
according to my invention, and shuffled in the
manner hereinbefore described, the cards of a
pack cannot readily be improperly manipu-
lated by the shuffler so as to favor cheating or
dishonest practices.

Any suitable method of manufacturing may
be adopted in the production of cards with a
part or parts thicker than the remainder, ac-
cording to my invention as above set forth,
Thus the thickening may be produced by in-
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troducing, during the process of manufacture,
strips or other pieces of paper between the lay-
ers of material intended to form the respective
surfaces of a sheet of card to be subsequently
divided into playing-cards, or it may be pro-
duced by passing thelength or portion of card
inteuded to form a number of playing-cardsbe-
tween rolls arranged in pairs, one or both of
the rolls of each pair being arranged with suit-
able very slight depressions corresponding to
the thicker parts of the cards to be cut from:
each length or portion of card, so that where
these depressions oceur.the card will not be
somuch compressed, and consequently at these
parts the card will be thicker than at other
parts.
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T am aware that cards have been made with
beveled edges, as shown inthe patent to Levy
September 15, 1868; but

" What I claim is—

As a new article of manufacture, a playing-
card having a'thickened central portion from
which the rema,mder gmdually tapers toward
the edges, the reduction in thickness commenc-
ing ab or near the center of the card, substan- 2=;
tially as described.

EDWARD SEEDHOUSE.
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‘Witnesses:
DANIEL GRANGER LEWIS,
JOSEPH GARDE,
Both of Netherton




