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{57] ABSTRACT

Poles for teaching children rhythmic motor responses
and coordination through the performance of the Tini-
kling, otherwise known as the Phillipine Stick Dance.
A plurality of poles are provided usually in pairs with
each pole having at its opposite ends a handle and an
associated collar rotatably mounted around a split
inner member fixedly attached to the pole. The collars
knock together when the poles are manipulated to
maintain a predetermined distanice between the poles
and also to maintain a predetermined distance above
the ground. Each pole also may include a rcleasable
snap lock connection in the center thereof to reduce
the length of the poles for storage.

14 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
RHYTHMIC DANCING POLES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

For centurics the natives of the islands of the Philli-
pines have performed the Tinikling or Phillipine Stick
Dance. In its simpliest form a pair of bamboo poles are
held at their respective ends by two individuals who.
with a predetermined rhythm. strike the spaced poles
on the ground and then, lifting the poles from the
ground, strike them together. At the same time one or
more dancers step in and out of the poles in rhythm
with the stick manipulations so that the dancers’ feet
always avoid the poles. The bamboo poles being a
cheap commodity in the Phillipines are a4 common ex-
pedient there. However, the bamboo poles do have var-
ious disadvantages. For example, when struck to the
ground the bamboo poles tend to skin the knuckles of
the pole manipulators. Carc must be taken when strik-
ing the poles together so that one’s hands are not in the
way since over an extended length of time injury will
result. Also, bamboo poles have varying resiliency and
should a dancer get a foot caught by the pole, injury
can result. This is especially true if the poles have previ-
ously been stepped on so that splinters are present
which tend to further injure the dancers’ legs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present rhythmic dancing poles cun provide
hours of entertainment and physical exercise while
tcaching rhythm and the coordination of motion with
the rhythm, primarily to school age youngsters. At the
same time, the dangerous disadvantages of the native
bamboo poles are eliminated. The poles themselves are
constructed from plastic tubing which is tough yct flexi-
ble enough not to causc any injury to the ankles when
the ankles arc caught between the poles. To fucilitate
storage and handling, the poles are split in the center
and are connected or disconnected through the usc of
a splice tube employing a snap lock for casy connection
and separation. Collars are provided adjacent the op-
posite ends of the poles and are also constructed from
a tough plastic material. These collars arc maintained
in position by means which allow rotation to accommo-
date handling on soft surfaces such as grass, carpet or
sand. The knockers also assure that the poles are al-
ways separated a predetermined distance which, in
combination with the resilient nature of the poles, as-
sures that none of the dancers will be injured. For hand
protection and appearance, end caps arc also provided
on the ends of the poles used as handles and audibility
is enhanced by rattles which are held inside the poles
by rubber plugs.

It is thereforc an object of the present invention to
provide modern substitutes for bamboo dancing poles.

Another object is to provide apparatus for perform-
ing the Tinikling which is safe and long lasting.

Another object is to provide fun means for teaching
rhythm in combination with motor skills.

Another object is to provide rhythmic dancing poles
which are easily and cheaply constructed and yet are
long lasting when used for their intended purposc.

Another object is to provide rhythmic dancing poles
which can be stored in a relatively small space.

These and other objects and advantages of the pres-
ent invention will become apparent after considering
the following detailed specification which covers a pre-
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2

ferred embodiment thercof in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawing wherein:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FI1G. 1 is a perspective view of the rhythmic dancing
poles constructed according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, cross-sectional view taken on
line 2—2 in FIG. 1 showing the snap conncction and
disconnection means,

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 2
showing the poles in the process of disconnection;

FIG. 4 is an cnlarged cross-sectional view taken on
line 4—4 of FIG. 1 showing the retention means for the
pole knockers; and

FIG. 5 is an enlarged cutaway cross-sectional view
taken on line 5—5 of FIG. 1 also showing the knocker
retention means.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawing more particularly by refer-
ence numbers, number 10 in FIG. 1 refers to a pair of
generally identical rhythmic dancing poles 12 and 14
constructed according to the present invention. The
poles 12 and 14 arc normally constructed from plastic
tubing such as PVC tubing and are of a diameter suffi-
ciently large to provide the desired resiliency to the
pole with commercially available PVC tubing. 1
§/16ths diameter tubing has proved to be advantageous
since in commercial wall thicknesses it is tough enough
to prevent injury to the poles if stepped on while being
flexible enough to prevent injury to ankles caught
therchetween. To facilitate the storage and handling of
the poles which are usually 6 or more feet long, the
poles are split into two sections, shown as sections 16
and 18 of pole 12, A splice tube 20 is provided and per-
manently attached to the inner diameter of pole section
16, cxtending outwardly into pole scction 18. The por-
tion of the splice tube 20 which extends into pole 18 is
provided with an axial slit 22 and a closely adjacent
outwardly extending button 24. The button 24 is per-
manently fixed to the splice tube 20 by means such as
riveting through the wall thereof as shown in FIG. 2. A
hole 26 of a diameter just larger than the outer diame-
ter of the button 24 is provided in the wall of the tube
section 18, an axial distance from the split end 27 equal
to the distunce that the button 24 axially extends from
the end 28 of the pole section 16. When the splice tube
20 is inserted inside the tube section 18, the portion 29
of the splice tube 24 adjacent the slit 22 flexs inwardly
to allow clearance for the button 24. When the splice
tube 20 has been completely extended into the pole
section 18, the pole scctions 16 and 18 are rotated rela-
tive to each other untit the button 24 snaps upwardly
into the hole 26 as shown in FIG. 2.

To detach the two pole sections, 16 and 18, the sec-
tions arc rotated relative to each other in the direction
shown by the arrows 30 so that the hole 26 in the pole
section 18 tends to pass over the slit 22. This causes the
button 24 to deflect the portion 29 downwardly, un-
locking the two sections 16 and 18 and allowing them
to be slid apart. Attempted relative rotation of the sec-
tions 16 and 18 in the opposite direction will not cause
unlocking because the forces tend to push the button
24 into the hole 26 instead of retracting it.

The outer ends 31 and 32 of the poles 12 and 14 are
covered by caps 33 both for appearance and to assure
that no rough edge in available to injure the manipula-
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tors of the poles 12 und 14, These caps 33 also assist
the manipulators since they act as handles to assure
that the manipulators hands do not slip.

Knockers 34 arc provided spaced a predetermined
distance from the caps 33 adjacent the outermost ends
31 and 32 of the poles 12 and 14, These knockers 34
are normally hollow, blow molded, plastic collars hav-
ing inwardly extending flanges 36 and 38 whose inner
ends 40 and 42 define a circular opening of a diamceter
just larger than the outer diameter than the pole 12 or
14 on which it is positioned. The retention of the
knockers 34 at the desired position is accomplished by
means of inner collars 44 each of which can be con-
structed from a scction of the plastic tubing from which
the pole sections 16 and 18 arc constructed. It is prefer-
able that the inner collar 44 has an axial length that is
just smaller than the inner surface distance between the
flanges 36 and 38. As shown in FIG. 4, the inner colldr
44 is split axially along its length. This allows the collar
44 to be stressed open so that its inner diameter can fit
over the outer diameter of the pole 12 or 14. To place
a knocker 34 on the pole 12 or 14, the knocker 34 with
its inner collar positioned between the flanges 36 and
38 is slid onto the end of the pole before the cap 32 is
installed. A button 46 similar to the button 24 is cen-
trally positioned and attached to the inner collur 44
facing inwardly. As the inner collar 44 and the knocker
34 arc slid along the pole, the stressed condition of the
inner collar 44 causces the button 46 to snap into a hole
48 in the wall of the tube 14 provided for that purpose.
This snap action locks the inner collar 44 in position on
the pole 12 or 14. Since the button is preferuably posi-
tioned 180° from the slit in the inner collar 44, rota-
tional force applicd thereto does not tend to force the
button 46 out of the holc 48 as is the case with button
24 positioned adjacent slit 22, Each knocker 34 is thus
permanently retained in its desired position on the pole
12 or 14 yet due to the loose fit of the flanges 36 and
38 with respect to the inner collar 44 and the outer di-
ameter of the pole 14, the knocker 34 is free to rotute
to prevent scuffing thereof on hard surfaces and facili-
tate the handling of the poles 10 on soft surfaces such
as grass, carpet or sand. The hollow nature of the
knockers 34 also produces a distinctive sound, making
thc rhythm of the pole manipulation casier to follow es-
pecially on soft surfuces.

The outer surface 50 of the knocker 34 is spaced a
predetermined distance away from the pole 14 to as-
sure clearance between the poles 10 and the ground.
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This prevents potential injury to the hands of the ma- -

nipulators of the poles. The knockers 34 are positioned
at the same positions on each pole 12 and 14. There-
fore, when the manipulators attempt to strike the poles
together the outer surfuces 50 of the knockers 34 urc
the actual portions of the poles 10 which strike to-
gether, thus maintaining a predetermined spacing of
the poles to prevent injury to ankles therebetween, This
is a feature in addition to the flexibility of the poles and
the non splinterable nature thereof which assures that
the poles 10 can be used by relatively untrained and
rambunctious youngsters without fear of injury.

To assist the dancers and manipulators of the poles
10, rattles such as small stones 52 can be placed inside
the tube sections 16 and 18. The sound produced by
the stones 82 make it easier for the dancers to pick up
the rhythm at which the poles are being moved which
may or may not be accompanied by music. The stones
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52 arc casily retained in the poles by stuffing a small
wad 54 of foam material in cach pole section 16 and 18
adjacent the splice tube 20 and a similar wad 54 adja-
cent the knockers 34.

Thus there has been shown and described novel mod-
crn replacements for the bamboo dancing poles used to
dance the Tinikling which fulfill all of the objects and
advantages sought therefor. Many changes, alterations.
modifications and other uses and applications of the
subject rhythmic dancing poles will become apparent
to those skilled in the art after considering this specifi-
cation and the accompanving drawing. All such
changes, alterations, modifications and other uses
which do not depart from the spirit and scope of the in-
vention are deemed to be covered by the invention
which is limited only by the claims which follow.

What is claimed is:

1. At least one rhythmic dancing pole for use in
teaching rhythmic motor responses und coordination
through the performance of the Tinikling, said pole in-
cluding:

a first tube section having outer and inner ends anmd
inner and outer surfaces;
sccond tubce section having outer and mnner ends
and inner and outer surfaces;
splice tube having first and sccond end portions and
an outer surface, said splice tube first end being
permanently attached within said first tube section
inner end and said splice tube second end meluding
means for releasable attachment to said second
tube scction inner end, said means for releascable
attachment including u slit extending from said sec-
ond end thereof, an attachment member extending
radially outwardly from said splice tube adjacent
said shit a predetermmed distance from sid first
tube section inner end, and a discontinuity in at
least the inner surface of said second tube section
for receiving said attachment member, said discon-
tinuity being spaced trom said second tube section
inner end a predetermined distance similar to said
predetermined distance said attachment member iy
spaced from said first tube section inner end so said
first and sccond tube section inner ¢nds are held
together thereby,

a first collar;

means for rotatably mounung said tirst collar about

satd outer surface of said first tube scction a prede
termined distance from the outer end thereof:

a sceond collar; and

means for rotatably mounting said sccond collar

about said outer surface of said second tube scction
a predetermined distance from the outer end
thereof.

2. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in clium 1
wherein said first collar includes & pair of spaced
flanges extending radially inwardly, said means for ro-
tatably mounting said first collar including:

means for engaging said tirst tube section, sutd means

having a pair of spaced abutment surfaces posi-
tioned between said pair of first collar spuced
flanges for engagement therewith to restrain suid
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first collar at said predetermined distance from said
vuter end of said first tube section.

3. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in cliim 2
wherein said second collar includes a pair of spaced
flanges extending rudially inwardly, sald means for ro
tatably mounting said second collar inciuding:
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means for engaging suid second tube section, said
means having a pair of spuced abutment surfaces
positioned between said pair of second collar
spaced flanges for engagement therewith to re-
strain said first collar at said predetermined dis-
tance from said outer end of said second tube sec-
tion.

4. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 3
wherein said means for engaging said first and second
tube scctions arc split tubes extending about said tube
sections more than 180°, said split tubes euch having a
collar attachment member extending radially mwardl;
each of said tube sections having a discontinuity in at
least its outer surface to catch and retain said collar at-
tachment member.

§. The rhythmic dancing pole dcfined in claim 4
wherein said discontinuities are holes from said inner
surface to said outer surface of said tube scctions.

6. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 3
wherein said first and sccond tube scctions include end
caps on their outer cnds.

7. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 6
wherein said first and sccond tube sections include
loose particles therein, said particles rattling within said
pole as it is manipulated.

8. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 7 in-
cluding:

wads of foum rubber positioned within said pole sec-

tions near said inner ends thercof to retain said par-
ticles within said sections.

9. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 8 in-
cluding a second pole substantially similar to the de-
fincd pole, said second pole having collars spaced a dis-
tance apart which is the samc as the distance said first
pole collars are spaced apart so when said pole are ma-
nipulated, said collars strike together spacing said
poles.

10. At least one rhythmic dancing pole for use in
teaching rhythmic motor responses and coordination,
said pole including:

a first tube having first and second ends and inner

and outer surfaccs;

a first collar including a pair of spaced flanges ex-

tending radially inwardly;

means for rotatably mounting said first collar about

said outer surface of said tube a predetermined dis-
tance from the first end thereof, said means for ro-
tatably mounting said first collar including mcans
for engaging said tube, said means for engaging
said tube having a pair of spaced abutment surfaces
positioned between said pair of first collar spaced
flanges for engagement therewith to restrain said
first collar at said predetermined distance from said
first end of said tube;

a second collar including a pair of spaccd flanges ex-

tending radially inwardly; and

means for rotatably mounting said second collar

about said outer surfacc of said tube a predeter-
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mined distance from the second end thereof, suid
means for rotatably mounting said second collar
including seccond means for engaging said tube,
said second means for engaging said tube having a
pair of spaced abutment surfaces positioned be-
tween said pair of sccond collur spaced flunges for
cngagement therewith to restrain said second col-
lar at said predetermined distance from said sccond
end of said tube, said first and second means for cn-
gaging said tube a predetermined distance from
said first and second ends thercof being split tubes
extending about said tube morc than 180°, said
split tubes cach having a collar attachment member
extending radially inwardly, said tube having dis-
continuities in at least its outer surface said prede-
tcrmined distance from its end portions to catch
and retain said collar attachment member,

11. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 10
whercin said discontinuities define holes from said
inner surface to said outer surface of said tube.

12. The rhythmic duancing pole defined in claim 10
wherein said tube includes:

large particles therein, said particles rattling within

said pole as it is manipulated; and

wads of resilient material positioned within said pole

near said first and second ends thercof to retain
said particles within said pole.

13. The rhythmic dancing pole defined in claim 10
including a second pole substantially similar to the de-
fined pole, said second pole having collars spaced a dis-
tance apart which is the same as the distance said first
pole collars are spaced apart so that when said poles
are maunipulated, said collars strike together spacing
said poles.

14. The rhythmic dancing poles defined in claim 13
wherein cuch tube includes:

a first tube section;

a second tube section; and

a splice tube having first and second end portions and

an outer surface, said splice tube first end being
permancntly attached within said first tube section
inner end and said splice tube second cnd including
means for releascable attachment to said second
tube section inner end, said means for rcleascable
attachment including a slit extending from said scc-
ond end thercof, an attachment member extending
radially outwardly from said splice tube adjacent
such slit a predetermined distance from said first
tube section inner end, and a discontinuity in at
least the inner surface of said sccond tube section
for receiving attachment member, said discontinu-
ity being spaced from said second tube section
inner end a predetermined distance similar to said
predctermined distance that attachment member is
spaced from said first tube section inner end so said
first and second tube scction inner ends are held

together thereby.
* ok ok k%



