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(54) Title: ENDLESS EGG CONVEYOR
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(57) Abstract: An endless egg conveyor includes an endless element running around a set of rotational wheels and a drive unit de -
fining a conveying direction of the conveyor. The conveyor has an upper run and a lower run and head sections where the direction
of movement of the endless element between the upper run and the lower run is reversed. The conveyor furthermore includes at least
one lane of egg retaining pockets coupled to the endless element, moving in the conveying direction. Each of the retaining pockets
has a central axis and an upper receiving opening to receive an egg (50) with a longitudinal axis of the egg generally aligned with
said central axis. The retaining pockets are each coupled to the endless element by a bearing structure allowing rotation of the retain -
ing pocket around a rotational axis extending parallel to the rotational axes of said rotational wheels, allowing the retaining pockets
to remain in an upright position in every position in the lane. Adjacent retaining pockets of different lanes define a pocket row,
wherein, the conveyor comprises carrying elements (9) that carry the pockets of one row. The bearing structure of each pocket row
comprises a support arm (13) on either lateral side of the conveyor. The support arm is positioned upright with respect to the circu-
lating endless element and rigidly connected thereto. The bearing structure of said pocket row comprises at least one spindle (17) ri-
gidly connected to the carrying element which pivotally connects the carrying element to the support arms.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-15

An endless egg conveyor with egg retaining pockets, whereby
rotation of the retaining pockets is allowed around a
rotational axis that extends parallel to the rotational axes
of rotational wheels of an egg conveyor chain, allowing the
retaining pockets to remain in an upright position in every
position on the conveyor.

2. claims: 16-19

An endless egg conveyor with egg retaining pockets, which
comprise moveable fingers to engage the egg.




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

International application No

PCT/NL2016/050023
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
EP 0560458 Al 15-09-1993  EP 0560458 Al 15-09-1993
JP 3437854 B2 18-08-2003
JP HO6211213 A 02-08-1994
us 5232080 A 03-08-1993
US 3297139 A 10-01-1967  NONE

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (April 2005)




	Page 1 - front-page
	Page 2 - front-page
	Page 3 - wo-search-report
	Page 4 - wo-search-report
	Page 5 - wo-search-report
	Page 6 - wo-search-report

