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commerce in an environment in which multiple service providers (18) each
have associated vendors (16) and in which a user (14) may maintain an ac-
count at a service provider that is different from the service provider asso-
ciated with the vendor from which a user makes an on-line purchase. Both
tangible products and electronic content products may be sold using the sys-
tem. A bridge computer (22) may be used to facilitate interactions between
service providers. The bridge computer may be used to implement service
charge fees, to reimburse service providers for credit card transaction fees,
to reimburse service providers with appropriate referral fees, and to other-
wise support operation of the system.
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