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To aid, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JosEPH HAMM and 

ANTON F. HAMM, residents of the city, county, 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvementsin Clothes 
Line Fasteners, of which the following is a specification. 
Our invention relates to an improved de 

Vice for fastening clothes-lines-that is to 
Say, a means which can be applied to the ends 
thereof or intermediate of the points of at 
tachment of said line, whereby the same may 
be readily connected and the slack of the line 
taken up. 
The particular object of our device is to 

provide such a fastener and slack-adjuster of 
simple and inexpensive construction. 
A further object of this device is to obviate 

the necessity of tying the ends of a line to 
gether, as by simply fi one end of the 
line having our device applied said line can be 
taken down quickly or the slack thereof 
quickly adjusted, which is often desirable in 
the constant use of the line. 
To these and other ends, which will herein 

after appear, our invention comprises the 
novel features of improvement and details of 
construction, which will presently be de 
scribed and finally claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a dia 
grammatic view of the application of our im 
proved clothes-line fastener. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of our device. Fig. 3 is a cross 
Section thereof, taken on a line AA, Fig. 2; 
and Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of 
our device, showing the manner in which the 
ends of a line are held. 

Like numerals of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in the several views. 

Referring to Fig. 4, the numeral 1 indicates 
the body of our improved clothes-line fas 
tener and slack-adjuster, which is construct 
ed of any suitable material. In each end of 
the body 1 openings 2 and 2' are formed, the 
opening 2 communicating with a pocket 3, 

which is for the purpose of receiving a knot 4, 
formed in one end 5 of a clothes-line. The 
opposite end 6 of the clothes-line is passed 
through the opening 2 and secured in any 
form of knot. The end 7, which contains the 
opening 2", is provided at the upper surface 
7 thereof with a groove 8, which is a con 
tinuation of the rounded surface 8. The 
said surface 7 is shown as inclined longitudi 
nally and is for the purpose of permitting the 
rope to be tied flat upon the said surface 7', 
as shown at 9, Fig. 4. The rounded surface 
8 and groove 8 act as a sheave when it is de 
sired to take up the slack of the rope, as 
shown by dotted lines 10, Fig. 4. Within the 
channel 11 of the body 1 we provide an in 
cline 12, said incline facilitating the grasping 
of the end 6 of a line when inserted into the 
opening 2", as shown by dotted lines 13, Fig. 
4, in obvious manner. 
Our improved device is preferably con 

structed from an integral piece of metal and 
provides a simple form of clothes-line fas 
tener and slack-adjuster which can quickly 
be applied and with which the slack in a line 
can be promptly adjusted. 

Having now described our invention, what 
we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 
A device of the character described, com 

prising an elongated body having a pocket 
intermediate the ends thereof, the said body 
being provided with an opening in One end 
thereof communicating, with said pocket, a 
channel in said body adj acent to said pocket, 
said body being provided at its opposite end 
with an opening communicating with said 
channel, and an inclined plane in said chan 
nel adjacent to the opening communicating 
therewith. 

JOSEPH HAMM. 
ANTON E. HAMM. 

Witnesses: - 

BELLE. P. BLOCK, 
NATHANIEL LEVY. 
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