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a flat thin needle threader. To greatly facilitate their use
and operation, the needlé threaders extend outwardly to
the sides and lie in a plane which is at a 30° to 45° angle
to the axis of the support member.
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1
COMBINED TOOL FOR NEEDLEWORK

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed toward a combined
tool for needlework and more particularly. toward a
tool which includes a pick, a pair of tweezers and a pair
of needle threaders all arranged so as to be conveniently
and easily utilized primarily for, but not limited to,
needlework stitch correction and repair procedures.

Removing and replacing isolated or multiple stitches
are functions which usually are involved in most forms
of embroidery and canvas work. While not necessarily
designed for this procedure, the implements and devices
most commonly used includes the stitching needle,
needle threader, thimble and tweezers. These stitching
aids are generally acceptable for use with hand-held
ground fabrics where the fabric remains flexible and
easily manipulated for performing various™ stitching
procedures. However, they have certain limitations
when used on ground fabric, particularly needlepoint
canvas, that is tightly stretched and securely‘mounted
to a needlework frame, where the fabric remains taut
and cannot be manipulated as needed.

To explain these limitations, when workmg on frame-
mounted fabric, the stitcher is restricted not only to a
flat, unflexible surface, but also to the confines of the
needlework frame. As a result, several of the imple-
ments or devices which normlly are used for hand-held
stitching often are rendered inadequate, or must be
manipulated and maneuvered to perform as desired..
Specifically, embroidery and tapestry needles are char-
acteristically short, straight and thin, making their use
impractical for lifting and removing larger areas of
stitching from a firm flat surface. Needle threaders, as
described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,838,801 and 3,840,160 are
designed  primarily for threading hand-held needles
rather than needles positioned under worked stitches.
Because of their thin flat design, they can be awkward
to handle and difficult to maneuver when threading a
positioned needle lying substantially on a flat taut sur-
face, and particularly when threading said needle with
very short yarn and thread lengths. The rounded shape
of a conventional thimble makes it difficult to position
for proper contact with the ends of a needle positioned
on a taut flat stitched surface.

At the present time, there is no single device known
to Applicant which has been developed for correcting
stitching errors and which can be used interchangeably
with the different methods of stitching. However, sev-
eral attempts have been made in the past to combine
two primary tools into a single useful device. For exam-
ple, U.S. Pat. Nos. 951,891 and 1,230,142 describe de-
vices which have a curved hook or pick-like element at
one end thereof and tweezers adjacent the other end.
U.S. Pat. No. 2,416,260, on the other hand, discloses a
device which includes a pick element adjacent one end
and retractable needle threader at the other end thereof.
None of these patents, nor any others known to Appli-
cant, however, combine all three tools in a single device
nor are they conveniently arranged with respect to each
other so as to be particularly useful for needlework.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention overcomes the deficiencies of
the prior art and provides a tool which combines the
most needed components into a single device. Accord-
ing to the invention, an elongated support member has
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a curved and pointed pick adjacent one end thereof.
The other end of the support member is formed into a
pair of tweezers. Mounted on the free end of each tong
of the tweezers is a flat thin needle threader. To greatly
facilitate their use and operation, the needle threaders
extend outwardly to the sides and lie in a plane which is
at a 30° to 45° angle to the axis of the support member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

-For the purpose of illustrating the invention, there is
shown in the accompanying drawing one form which is
presently preferred; is being understood that the inven-
tion is not intended to be limited to the precise arrange-
ments and instrumentalities shown.

FIG. 1is a front perspective view of a combined tool
for needlework constructed in accordance with.the
principles of the present invention;

FIG. 2is.a front elevational view of the lower portlon
of the tool shown in FIG. 1, and

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the tool.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
' PREFERRED EMBODIMENT .

Referring now to the drawing in- detail wherein like
reference numerals have been used throughout the vari-
ous figures:to designate like elements, there is shown'in
FIG. 1 a combined tool for needlework constriicted in
accordance with the principles of the present invention
and designatéd generally at*10. The tool includes an
elongated support member 12, the upper half of which
is substantially circular in cross section. The top end of
the support member 12 tapers substantially to-a fine
blunt point 14 and is curved as-shown at 16 to form a
pick for lifting and removing needlework stitches.

The lower portion of the support member 12 is bifur-
cated at 18 so as to form a pair of tweezers 20 having
tongs 22 and 24. Preferably, the support member 12 and
the tweezers 20 are comprised of stainless steel or some
similar metal. In this way, the tweezers are normally
spring biased outwardly.

The free end of each of the tongs 22 and 24 is en-
larged so as to have a substantially flat surface such as
shown at 26 and 28 and are designed for multiple uses.
A plurality of grooves and/or ribs 30 may be formed on
the inner surfaces of the elements 26 and 28 in order to
increase the gripping strength of the tweezers. A V-
shaped cutout such as shown at 32 and 34 is formed in
the elements 26 and 28 so that points 36 and 38 remain.
These points provide the tool with a very fine tweezer
which is capable of lifting and holding onto a single
thread or the like.

In addition to serving as a dual purpose tweezer,
elements 26 and 28 of tong ends 22 and 24, when posi-
tioned as in FIG. 1, also serve as a modified thimble by
providing a broad flat surface and edge with which to
make contact with both the needle ends and taut flat
stitched surface. Points 36 and 38 of elements 26 and 28,
when positioned as in FIG. 3 for insertion through the
eye of a needle, are capable of gripping, lifting and
retracting a needle burrowed or lodged under worked
stitches.

Extending outwardly to either side of the tweezers 20
and adjacent the free ends of the tongs 22 and 24 are
needle threaders 40 and 42. Each needle threader is
comprised of substantially thin and planar sheet metal
and is, per se, shaped in a conventional manner and of a
width narrow enough so as to be inserted through the
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eye of most embroidery and tapestry needles. As shown
most clearly in FIG. 3, however, the needle threaders
40 and 42 lie in substantially the same plane which is
intersected by the axis of the support member 12 at an
angle of approximately 30° to 45° from the vertical. This
allows the tool shown in FIG. 3 to be held in substan-
tially the same manner as a pencil with the tweezer ends
and the needle threaders lying substantially flat on a
work surface. This is particularly useful when it is de-
sired to thread a positioned needle which is lying sub-
stantially on a flat taut work sirface. Prior art devices
are incapable of accomplishing this with the ease and
efficiency of the present invention.

The present invention may be embodied in other
specific forms without departing from the spirit or es-
sential attributes thereof and accordingly, reference
should be made to the appended claims rather than to
the foregoing specification as indicating the scope of the
invention.

I claim:

1. A combined tool for needlework including:

an elongated support member;

said support member tapering substantially to a point
adjacent one end thereof, said one end being
curved so as to form a pick;

a pair of needle threaders mounted adjacent the other
end of said support member, said needle threaders
lying in the same first plane and being comprised of
substantially thin planar metal and extending out-
wardly from opposite sides of said support mem-
ber;

the axis of said support member intersecting said first
plane and lying in a second plane which differs
from said first plane.

2. A combined tool as claimed in claim 1 wherein the

axis of said support member intersects the plane of said
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4
needle threaders at an angle of between approximately
30° and 45° from the vertical.

3. A combined tool as claimed in claim 1 wherein the
other end of said support member is bifurcated to form
tweezers.

4. A combined tool as claimed in claim 3 wherein said
needle threaders are mounted adjacent the free end of
one of the tongs of said tweezers.

5. A combined tool for needlework including:

an elongated support member;

said support member tapering substantially to a point
adjacent one end thereof, said one end being
curved so as to form a pick;

the other end of said support member being bifur-
cated to form tweezers;

a needle threader mounted adjacent said other end of
said support member, said needle threader being
comprised of a substantially thin planar metal and
extending outwardly from one side of said support
member.

6. A combined tool as claimed in claim § wherein said
needle threader is mounted adjacent the free end of one
of the tongs of said tweezers.

7. A combined tool as claimed in claim 6 further
including a second needle threader, said second needle
threader being substantially identical to said first needle
threader and being mounted adjacent the free end of the
other tong of said tweezers, said second needle threader
extending outwardly in the opposite direction of said
first needle threader.

8. A combined tool as claimed in claim 7 wherein the
axis of said support member intersects the plane of said
needle threaders at an angle of between approximately

30° and 45° from the vertical.
* * * * *



