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a depression 51, the latter serving as a 
pocket to receive either of the teeth 40 or 
41, and for a purpose which will presently 
be set forth. The detent 49 is also provided 
With an upstanding pin 52, the same playing 
within the slot 53 formed upon the head 54 
of a tumbler member 55, which is pivotally 
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connected to the underface of the plate 48. 
The tumbler 55 is also provided with a pin 
56, the latter extending upwardly through 
a circular opening formed in the said plate. 
The plate 48 is provided with a key hole 
opening 57, which registers with the key 
hole opening 32 of the casting 14 and 
through which the stud 31 partially pro 
jects. V t 

The numeral 58 designates a tumbler 
which is pivotally connected with the up 
per face of the plate 48. This tumbler is 
formed with a bayonet slot 51, and the pin 
56 of the tumbler 55 is adapted to normally 
engage with the off-set portion provided 
by the said slot. The inner edge of the tum 
bler 58 is formed to agree with the key hole 
opening 57 provided, and the said tumbler 
is normally forced toward the inner edge 
provided by the said slot 57 through the 
medium of a spring 60. Two of the springs 
60 are employed, and each comprises a re 
silient wire member which is coiled upon 
itself to provide an eye and the eye of each 
of the springs is arranged upon one of the 
pots 15. One of the leaves of each of the 
springs bears against the inner face of the 
casing and the opposite leaf of one of the 
springs bears against the tumbler 58, while 
the second member frictionally engages with 
the detent 49 to force the detent into en 
gagement with one of the fingers 40 or 41. 
The numeral 61 designates an operating 

member which is pivotally connected to the 
plate 48. This member is provided with 
an elongated slot 62, the same being ar 
ranged directly above but at an angle to the 
slot 47. The slot 62 is adapted to receive 
the pin 46 which is provided upon the lock 
ing bolt 37. One of the faces or edges of 
the operating member 61 is shaped to co 
incide with the wall of the key hole open 
ing of the plate 48 diametrically opposite 
that portion of the tumbler 58 which is 
also shaped to correspond to the shape of 
the said key hole opening. By reference to 
the detail view of the tumbler 55 it will be 
noted that its headed portion opposite its 
elongated slot 53 is curved inwardly to pro 
vide a rounded surface. 
The operation of the lock may be briefly 

described as follows: It will be noted by 
reference to the detail view of the key that 
the bits 33 and 34 thereof are slitted, and 
we will suppose that the staple is engaged 
by the locking bolt. The key is inserted 
through the key hole 32 and its hollow por 
tion engages the stud 31. One of the up 

per fingers provided by the bit, say 33, is 
thus brought into a position to contact with 
the tumbler 58, while the lower finger of 
the said bit is brought to a position to con 
tact with the rounded face of the tumbler 
55. A rotary movement of the bit will first 
rotate the tumbler 58 to bring the pin 56 
out of the off-set portion of the bayonet slot 
within the path of the longitudinal por 
tion of the said slot. The tumbler 55 
is rotated by the lower portion of 
the bit 33, thus, in turn, swinging the de 
tent 49, it being understood that the pin 52 
of the said detent engages within the slot 
53 of the tumbler 55. This movement brings 
the pocket 51 of the detent out of engage 
ment with the tooth 41. A further move 
ment of the key brings the upper member 
of the bit 33 into contact with the edge 65 
of the extension or finger of the operating 
member 61 which swings the said mem 
ber upon its pivot and causes the locking 
bolt 37 to be withdrawn out of the path of 
the opening 36. The spring 60, in the mean time, exerting a pressure upon both the de 
tent 49, and the upper tumbler 58 forces the 
said detent toward the opening 36, and 
brings its pocket into engagement with the 
finger 40 of the locking bolt, thus sustaining 
the said bolt away from the opening 36 and 
permitting the withdrawal of the staple 
from the lock. Should it be again desired 
to lock the staple, the said staple after being 
inserted in the opening 36 will contact with 
the head 50 of the detent 49 and will force 
the said head out of the path of the opening 
36, thereby releasing the tooth 40 of the 
locking bolt 37, and the said locking bolt, 
under the influence of the spring 43, Will be 
returned to its initial or locking position. 
Having thus fully described the said in 

vention, what I claim is:- 
1. A securing device for mail bags com 
RE a strap having a staple, a lock 
hingedly connected with the strap, a pivot 
ed detent within the lock casing, a swinging 
locking bolt within the casing, means pro 
vided by the detent for sustaining the bolt, 
in either a locking or unlocking position, 
and means for automatically bringing the 
bolt to a locking position when the staple 
has been inserted within the lock casing. 

2. A locking device for mail bags includ 
ing a strap provided with a staple, and 
means whereby the said strap may be re 
movably connected with the bag, a lock 
pivotally connected with the strap, said lock 
comprising an upper and a lower casting, 
the said lock being also provided with a 
back plate having a bulging portion, the 
said plate being rounded and positioned 
away from the rear edges of the casting, 
and means provided within the lock casing 
for automatically locking the staple within 
the casing. 
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3. A mail bag securing device comprising 
a strap having a staple and a lock pivotally 
connected with the strap, said lock having 
its rear face provided with a compartment 
adapted for the reception of an identifica 
tion card, and Said lock being further pro 
vided with means for automatically locking 
the staple thereon, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. A securing device for mail bags com 
prising a strap having a staple and a lock 
connected with the strap and adapted to 
engage with the staple, a pivoted locking 
bolt within the lock casing, a detent also 
pivotally connected within the lock casing, 
means between the bolt and detent for lock 
ing the Said bolt in either a locking or un 
locking position, and means provided by the 
detent whereby the bolt is swung from an 
unlocked to a locked position after the de 
tent has been contacted by the staple. 

5. A lock provided with a card receiving 
pocket, said lockhaving one of its faces formed 
With an opening, a pivoted locking bolt hav 
ing an off-set head normally positioned 
above the opening, a pivoted detent also 
provided with a head normally lying above 
the opening, the bolt having spaced teeth, 
the detent being provided with a pocket 
adapted to engage alternately with the teeth, 
means for forcing the said pocket into en 
gagement with one of the teeth, and a key 
for retracting the bolt to permit of the 
pocket of the detent engaging with the sec 
Ond tooth to sustain the bolt away from the 
opening of the casing. 

6. A locking device for mail bags includ 
ing a strap, a staple for the strap, and a lock 
pivotally connected with the strap, said lock 
being formed with a card receiving pocket, 
the said lock being provided with an open 
ing for the reception of the staple, a pivoted 
locking bolt within the lock casing, said 
locking bolt having a culved head provided 
with a rounded face, the said head adapted 
to normally lie within the area of the open 
ing, spring means for forcing the head to 
this position, the bolt being provided with 
spaced teeth, a detent pivotally connected 
to the lock casing, said detent having a 
head normally lying within the area of the 
opening of the casing, the said detent being 
further provided with a head having a 
curved face, Spring means for normally 
forcing the said head within the area of the 
opening, the detent being further provided 
with a pocket adapted to engage with One of 
the fingers of the locking bolt to retain the 
bolt in either a locking or an unlocking po 
sition, and a key for actuating both the de 
tent and the locking bolt. 

7. A mail bag Securing device embodying 
a strap, a staple for the strap and a of 
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pivotally connected with the strap, said lock 
having its inner face formed with a lock, 
the said lock having its casing provided 
with an opening for the reception of the 
staple, a locking bolt pivoted within the 
casing, said bolt having its head normally 
arranged within the area of the opening of 
the casing, a Spring member for sustaining 
the bolt in this position, the said bolt hav 
ing spaced fingers, a detent comprising a 
substantially rectangular member pivoted 
within the casing, the said detent having an 
off-set head which normally lies within the 
area of the opening, a spring member for 
normally retaining the detent in such a 
position, the detent being provided with a 
pocket normally engaging with one of the 
fingers of the bolt, a plate arranged above 
the bolt and detent, both the bolt and the 
detent being provided with upstanding pins, 
a tumbler having an elongated slot engaging 
the pin of the detent, said tumbler being 
pivotally connected with the under face of 
the plate, the plate being formed with 
elongated openings, a pin upon the tumbler 
passing through one of the openings, the 
upper face of the plate having pivoted fin 
gers, a tumbler having a bayonet slot which 
is adapted to receive the pin of the tumbler 
beneath the plate and projecting through 
one of the slots of the plate, the pin of the 
bolt projecting through the second opening 
of the plate, an operating member pivotally 
connected with the face of the plate and hav 
ing an elongated slot arranged at a right 
angle to the slot of the plate and engaging 
the pin of the bolt, the plate being pro 
vided with a key hole opening, the casing 
being also provided with a registering key 
hole opening, the casing having a stud ar 
ranged below the said openings, a spring 
adapted to contact with the tumbler upon 
the upper face of the plate for forcing the 
same toward the key hole opening, a key 
having double bits, each of said bits being 
bifurcated, and whereby the said key upon 
rotation will first contact with the tum 
blers to move the pocket of the detent out 
of engagement with one of the fingers of 
the lock, and then swing the operating mem 
ber to cause the -bolt to be retracted a Way 
from the tumbler of the opening of the 
casing and to permit of the detent being 
moved by this spring so that its pocket will 
engage the second tooth of the bolt to sus 
tain the said bolt in an unlocking position. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signa 
ture in presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES S. RCKARD. 
Witnesses: 

GRACE M. SMITH, 
FRED R. WALIKER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' ' 
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