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No. 748,288.

UNITED STATES

Patented December 29, 1903.

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE KLEIN, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

CONVERTIBLE KNAPSACK, HAMMOGK, AND SLEEPING-BAG.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Ej'atenf No, 748,288, dated December 29, 1908.
- Applioation flled September 2, 1903, Serial No, 171,647, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that I, GEORGE KLEIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of San Francisco and State of

.California, haveinvented new and useful Im-.
provements in Convertible Knapsacks, Ham-

mocks, and Sleeping-Bags, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. -

My invention relates to an improved article:

which is convertible on occasion into either

a knapsack, a hammock, a sleeping-bag, or a.

section of a tent.

It consists of the parts and the econstruetion-

and combination of parts, as hereinafter more
fully described, having reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—
Figure1lis a perspective of the device when
folded in the form of a knapsack. Fig. 2 is
a perspective of the device when strung asa
hammock. Fig. 3 is a plan of the fabric con-
stituting my invention. ‘
A represents arectangular sheet of canvas,
rubber cloth, or other suitable fabric of any
convenient size. Twoormoreringsarranged
in pairs, as shown at 2, are secured adjacent
to each end of the sheet and equidistant from
the longitudinal center line thereof. When
the sheet is to be used asa hammock, the sus-
pending-ropes are attached to opposed pairs
of these rings and hung from any suitable
fixed supportsin the usual manner. Thedis-
tance between any two engaged rings at
either end of the sheet determines the width
of the hammock, which it may be desired to

-vary to accommodate the convenience of in-

dividuals of different size. The longitudinal
edges of the sheet on the side opposite to that
to which the rings are seeured are provided
with suitable interlocking members, as 3, by
which the edges may be united when theslack
lateral portions a of the sheet are folded over
upon the occupant of the hammock, and so
form a coverlet or combined hammock and
sleeping-bag, or, if desired, the sheet may be
spread upon the ground, and after the blank-
ets have been spread upon the sheet the edges
of the latter may be folded over and united
in the manner of a sleeping-bag.

Where two people similarly equipped with
sheets A are traveling or come together, they
may quickly rear an A-tent by uniting two

correspondingedges of the twosimilar sheets,
supporting the united edges on a suitable
ridge-pole and forming end folds in the two
sections. When the sheet is to be converted
into a knapsack, it is folded centrally and
longitudinally so that the two opposite sel-
vage edges are brought together. The dou-
bled portion is then folded again longitudi-
nally, bringing the central fold of the sheet
coincident with the aforesaid selvage edges.
Thesheetnowcomprisesfourthicknesses,with
an opening between the two intermediate
layers along the selvage side and closed along
the opposite side. The folded strip is now
folded transversely from each end toward the
center, these transversely-folded portions
finally laid flat one upon the other and se-
cured together along one side by means of
suitable adjustable fasteners, as 4 4, and
along the bottom by similar fasteners 5 5'.

In appearance the folded sheet is a rectangu-

lar flat package with open pockets between
the folds along the top for the reception of
various articles. The open top is closed by
means of a flap 6 secured to the back por-
tion of the knapsack. The flap is adapted
to be secured by a suitable adjustable fasten-
ing, as 7, on the front of the knapsack. The
package isswung over the shoulders and sup-
ported by means of the adjustable straps 8
in the usual manner of a knapsack. To in-
sure regular transverse folding of the sheet,
the latter may be provided along one edge
with suitable markings 9, corresponding in
size to the knapsack limits.

By reference to Fig. 1 it is observed that
the flap 6, which comprises a strip of a width
approximately that of the completed knap-
sack, is secured to the outside of the sheet
along one of its selvage edges at any conven-
ient point intermediate of the ends of the
sheet and in a space between any two of the
markings 3. Thefastening devices 44, 5 5/,
and 7, the straps 8, and their: fastener 10
(which latter is also a part of fastener 5) are
all disposed relative to the flap and to the
adjacent rectangular area of the sheet which
is to form the front and back of the knap-
sack, so that when the sheet is folded as
previously described the several parts will
appear in proper apposition.
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Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is— - -

1. A new article of manufacture, compris-
ing a rectangular fabric foldable into- knap-
sack form, and having suspending devices
adjacent to each end and upon each side of
the longitudinal center thereof, each of said

- devices including a plurality of suspending-
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points permitting the fabric when folded, to

be varied in width,said fabric provided with -

interlocking members along its two longi-
tudinal edges. :
2. A new article of manufacture-compris-

ing a rectangular sheet having suspending.

devices adjacent to the ends of the sheet and
located in pairs with one member of each
pair equidistant from the longitudinal cen-
tral line of the sheet, said sheet adapted to
be folded along a longitudinal central line
and its outer edges brought together over the
main portion to form a bag-like structure,
fastening devices along one longitudinal edge
of the sheet, and companion fastenings along
the opposite longitudinal edge of said sheet
and adapted to interlock with the first-named
fastenings to unite said edges.

3. Anew article of manufacturecomprising
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arectangularsheet of fabric having suspend-

ing devices located adjacent to each end of 3o

the sheet-and one upon each side of the longi-
tudinal center thereof, each of said suspend-
ing-devices including a plurality of suspend-
ing-pointslocated at different distances from
the center of the sheet whereby the width of
the sheet, when folded, may be varied, in-
terlocking members along its opposite sides
by which the edges may be united to form a
bag, a lateral flap portion upon one of the
longitudinal sides of the fabrie, said fabrie
adapted to be folded to form a package with
open pockets between the folds on one side
and to be closed on the opposite side and to
bring said flap into apposition with the open
side of said package, and adjustable secur-
ing devices for the remaining open sides of
the package.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of the subseribing wit-
nesses.

GEORGE KLEIN,

Witnesses:
Gro. T. KNOX,
PiErRE KLEIN,
A. REPSOLD.
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