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L |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

See extra sheet.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

A matter common to the intentions in claimg 1-31 and the inventionsg
in claimg 32-41 ig an imaging device comprising an imaging lens composed
of aplurality of lenses and a solid imaging element, wherein the imaging
lens is constituted such that the effective aperture of amogt-image-gide
lens positioned closest to an image is larger than those of the other
lenses, and focusing is made by moving a focusing lens including at
least a first lens positioned closest to an object in a light axisg
direction.

However, our gearch has found the above common matter isg disclosed
in document JP 2005-148109 A (Konica Minolta Opto, Inc.), 09 June, 2005
(09.06.05), Par. Nos. [0035]-[0053], [0063]-[0068], [0095]-[01071,
[0110]-[0115], Figs. 3, 5, 10, 12, and therefore is not clearly novel.

A matter common to the inventions in claims 1-5, the inventions in
claims 6-13, the inventions in claims 14-23, the inventions in claims
in 24-31 which locates at least part of actuators for driving a focusing
lens group to be moved at focusing in a space produced around a minimum
effective aperture lens by the difference between the outer diameter
of theminimumeffective aperture lens and the outer diameter of a maximum
effectiveaperturelensisalsodisclosedintheabovedocument, therefore
it is not clearly novel.

A matter in claim 1 which is a matter common to the inventions in
claims 1,2, claim 3, claim 4, claim 5, a matter in claim 6 which is
a matter common to the inventions in c¢laims 6-8, claim 9, claim 10,
claim 11, c¢laim 12, c¢laim 13, a matter in claim 14 which is a matter
common to the inventions in claimg 14-18, c¢laim 19, c¢laim 20, claim
21, claim 22, claim 23, a matter in c¢laim 15 which is a matter common
to the inventions in c¢laim 16, claim 17, claim 18, a matter in claim
24 which is a matter common to the inventions in claims 24-26, claim
27, claim 28, c¢laim 29, claim 30, claim 31 are all disclosed in the
above document, and therefore are not clearly novel.

Consequently those common matters are not gspecial technical features
within the meaning of PCTRule 13.2, second sentence, since these matters
make no contribution over the prior art.

Therefore, there is no matter common to all the inventions.

There exists no other common matter to be considered to be a special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
therefore no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13
can be found among those different inventions.

Therefore, the inventions in claims 1,2, claim 3, claim 4, claim
5, ¢laims 6-8, claim 9, ¢laim 10, ¢laim 11, claim 12, claim 13, claims
14-16, ¢laim 17, claim 18, claim 19, c¢laim 20, ¢laim 21, claim 22, claim
23, claimg 24-26, claim 27, claim 28, claim 29, claim 30, claim 31,
claims 32-41 do not fulfill the requirement of unity of invention.
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