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(57) Abstract: A tunable optical filter is provided that includes
an array of independently tunable filter elements. Each of the
elements is located along a different optical path that extends be-
tween an input and an output port. Optical assemblies for receiv-
ing an incident optical signal for providing a filtered optical sig-
nal are also provided. In one embodiment, polarization indepen-
dent spectral filtering can be achieved. Wavelength selectable
add/drop multiplexers and demultiplexers, dynamic gain equal-
izers and attenuators, optical channel blockers and branch fil-
ters, switches, and modulators are also provided. Furthermore,
methods for contructing and operating filters consistent with this
invention are also provided.
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