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same is disclosed. The spinal fixation system and instruments may include an insertion guide op-
erably connected to a screw or hook for insertion into a vertebrae. The insertion guide may have
first and second longitudinal slots creating flexible arms for attachment to the screw. The slots are
preferably sufficiently wide to permit the insertion of a spinal rod therethrough to be received in a
channel in the screw. The insertion guide has a bore and preferably is sized to be inserted through a
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a second position to allow the rod to move down the slots of the insertion guide(s) and into the head
portion of the screw. Holding instruments to facilitate placement and angulation of the rod are also
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-4
Insertion guide operably connectable to each other and to a
head portion of a screw (fig. 3B).

2. claims: 5-8

System comprising an insertion guide and a guide sleeve
configured to fit within the bore of the insertion guide.

3. claims: 9-12
Sleeve comprising two Tongitudinal openings and two openings
intersecting one corresponding longitudinal opening at an
angle (figs. 8A-8B).

4. claims: 13-39

Device with an elongated rod and an holding instrument (fig.

9).
5. claim: 40
Sleeve with two spiral openings.
6. claim: 46

Insertion guide with two sleeves and an actuation mechanism
between the two sleeves.
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