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To all, Luhon, it indif CO726e772. 
Be it known that I, FREDERICKC. KLEE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Du 
buque, in the county of Dubuque and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Leaf-Holding Devices, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention has relation to leaf-holding 

devices for books, portfolios, albums, or the 
like; and among the objects in view is to pro 
vide a simple, inexpensive, and efficient de 
vice adapted to hold the leaves of a book, as 
Well as the covers of the latter, in a flat con 
dition when the book is open for use. 
A further object is to provide a device of 

the described character adapted to prevent 
curling of the corners of the leaves. 
The invention consists in the novel con 

struction, arrangement, and combination of 
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus 
trated in the drawings, and pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view illustrating the applica 
tion of my invention to a book. Fig. 2 is a 
detail perspective view of one of the sockets 
F and nut thereon. Fig. 3 is a detail view of 
a spring Ci. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view 
of a portion of a rod B and a clip attached 
thereto. Fig. 5 is a perspective view, partly 
in Section, showing the connection of one end 
of a rod B. With the supporting base or plat 
form. Figs. 6 and 7 are detail views show 
ing the means employed for securing the T 
shaped pieces to the cover of a book, album, 
or the like. 
My invention is applicable to books of va 

rious kinds, but is particularly applicable for 
use with hotel-registers, which it is desirable 
to maintain in a flat condition when opened 
for use to enable names and addresses to be 
conveniently registered upon the leaves. 

In carrying out my invention I provide a 
suitable base or support C, preferably of 
Wood, though it may be of other material, 
upon which the book or register is adapted 
to rest and being of such size as to afford a 
Support for the covers of the book or register 
When the latter is opened. Arranged trans 
versely of the base or platform adjacent to 
each of the lateral edges thereof is a metal 

rod B. The means which I employ for secur 
ing the rods in position comprises a T-shaped 
piece F, the portion or head F of which is 
in the form of a socket and the shank Flbe 
ing threaded and adapted to pass through a 
perforation in the base aid receiving a nut 
E. There are four of these pieces F, one ad 
jacent to each corner of the base. The head 
F8 of each piece F is provided with alined 
notches or slits f, adapted to receive an end 
f' of a coiled spring a. Each end of a rod B 
is provided with a slot b. The springs are 
adapted to be inserted over the ends of the 
rod B until the ends at of the springs rest in 
the slots b, and the ends of the rod carrying 
the springs are then inserted within the 
socket portion F until the ends f of the 
springs engage in the slits f. 
When the parts are assembled as de 

scribed-that is to say, when the pieces F are 
secured to the base by the nuts F and the 
rod and springs are connected as just above 
set forth-the rod will be secured in position 
and the springs will tend to turn the rod in 
one direction, but will tend to prevent turn 
ing thereof in the opposite direction. 
Each rod B is provided with two arms A, 

performing the function of clips, and these 
latter are preferably located at such points 
on the rods that they will clip the leaves of 
the book near the corners thereof, thus ob 
viating the curling of the corners of the leaves. 

If desired, instead of the ends f" of each 
spring engaging in the notches f said ends 
may bear upon the base or platform. 
The arms A will by reason of the tension 

exerted upon the rod B bear upon the leaves 
of the book or the like with sufficient pres 
sure to maintain the leaves and covers in a 
flat condition, and when it is desired to re 
move a leaf from beneath the arms A one of 
the latter is raised, thus partially turning the 
rod, and consequently the arm, at the opposite 
end, when the uppermost leaf may be readily 
freed. Upon releasing the arm A the Springs 
automatically cause the arms to assume their 
normal clamping position. 
Where the material used as a base or Sup 

port is a book-cover or the outside covers of 
a portfolio, album, or the like, I secure the 
T-shaped pieces F by the means shown in 
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Figs. 6 and 7. In this case Isecure the pieces 
F to the cover a by means of a short headed 
screw ly, adapted to be operated by a screw 
driver, said screw taking into threads within 
the short shank of the piece F. This shank 
passes through the material ac, which receives 
the embedded head of the screw. The head 
of the screw may be concealed by any book 
cover-finishing material 2. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. A device of the character described, 

comprising a base or platform, socket-pieces 
secured to the base and being each provided 
with a lined notches, a rod arranged trans 
versely of the base and having its opposite 
ends extending within the socket-pieces and 
being revoluble therein and each end of the 
rod being provided with a slot, clips secured 
to the rod, and springs encircling the ends of 
the rod within the socket-pieces and having 

747,188 

one end engaging in the slots of the rod and 
the other end engaging in the alined notches 
of the socket-pieces, for the purpose set forth. 

2. A device of the character described 
comprising a base or platform, socket-pieces 
having threaded shanks entering the base, 
nuts screwing upon the threaded shanks, a 
rod arranged transversely of the base and 
having ends inserted within the heads of the 3o 
Socket-pieces, clips secured to the rod, and 
springs encircling the ends of the rod within 
the heads of the socket-pieces and arranged 
to exert a torsional strain on the rod, for the 
purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

FREDERICK C. KLEE. 
Witnesses: 

E. A. FITZ, 
W. ZUMHOE. 
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