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1,158,808. 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
Roy HERBY IRWIN, OF STANFIELD, OREGON. 

FILING DEVICE. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Roy H. IRWIN, a citi 
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Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
Stanfield, county of Umatilla State of 
Oregon, have invented a new and Improved 
Filing Device, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. . . 
My invention relates to a filing element 

which may be embodied in the form of a 
drawer, or a like portable structure, a plu 
rality of the drawers being fitted in a cabi 
net, in practice. 
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The prime object of my invention is to 
provide a drawer or the like which is arranged 
to contain papers in bulk, while an auxil 
iary compartment beneath the main holder 
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is adapted to receive a single paper, means 
being provided whereby the front end of 
the single paper will be positioned to dis 
play indicia thereon at the front 
element. 
The main holder may contain legal forms, 

one of such forms being received in the aux 
iliary compartment with the caption or 
heading visible at the front of the filing ele 
ment, thus indicating the character of the 

of the filing 

ifiling papers without opening the drawer. 
In the case of correspondence files the aux 
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iliary compartment will receive the last 
communication, in a manner that the name 
of the party addressed and the date of the 
letter will be visible at the front, the ob 
ject being to show the date of the last come 
munication, without opening the drawer, 
and display it as an index to the name of 
the correspondent. The device may be em 
ployed also for the filing of charge slips, 
credit memorandum, and as an aid to book 
keeping, the charge slips or the like being 
filed as follows, to wit: When the slip is re 
ceived it is at once filed in the auxiliary 
compartment with the name and file num 
ber visible, as well as the amount of the 
purchase, and the account to date, if so de 
sired. When an additional slip is to be filed 
the first slip or memorandum will be re 
moved from the auxiliary compartment and 
placed in the main container, usually in the 

50 

55 

form of a tray, and so on in succession as 
the slips or the like are received. The result 
will be that the slips will be kept in the 
proper chonological order, and may be self 
indexing. 
The invention also has for its object to 

improve filing devices in various partic 
ulars whereby to promote convenience in the 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Nov. 2, 1915. 
Application filed October 16, 1914. Serial No. 866,931. 

use of the device, as well as providing a 
simple and durable structure. 
The invention will be particularly ex plained in the Specific description following. 
Reference is had to the accompanying 

drawings forming part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference in 
dicate corresponding parts in all the views, 
and in which: - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a 
portion of the cabinet with my improved 
filing elements, one of the latter being 
shown partly open and the other closed. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of 
one of the elements, and Fig. 3 is a perspec 
tive view of the stop device in the auxiliary 
compartment to properly position a paper 
in the latter. 

Referring to the illustrated construction, 
the body 10 of my filing element is prefer 
ably in the form of a sliding drawer, any 
convenient number of which may be assem bled in a cabinet 11, of approved design. 
The front 12 of the body 10 is hinged at its 
lower end, as at 13, to be swung downwardly 
from the closed position shown in Fig. 2 
to the lowered position shown in Fig. 1, and 
said front is provided with a knob 14, or 
the like. The ends of the front 12 are rab 
beted at the sides, as at 15, to engage the 
front ends of the sides of the body 10. 

In connection with the body 10 a main 
holder 16 is employed, preferably in the 
form of a tray, which is hinged at its rear 
end, as at 17, to the transverse back 10 of 
the drawer body. The tray 16 is made with 
an open front, and the sides thereof termi 
nate short of the front end of the drawer 10 
to conform to the rabbeted ends 15 on the 
front 12. The bottom 18 of the tray 16 is 
spaced above the bottom of the drawer 10 to 
provide an intermediate auxiliary compart 
ment 19, which is designed to receive a sin 
ple paper B, while the bulk of the papers A 
are accommodated in the tray 16 above. 
iliary compartment 19 terminates short of 
the rear end of the tray 16. 

In the example shown I have provided a 
stop 20 on the bottom of the drawer 10 
against which the rear end of the paper B 
will contact to limit the rearward movement 
of said paper. The said stop as shown best 
in Fig. 3, may be formed of sheet metal 
bent to provide a bottom and three sides, 
there being holes 21 to receive screws or 
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The available or effective space in the aux 
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equivalent fasteners to secure the stop to the 
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proper position on the bottom of the 
ment whereby to hold a quantity of papers, 
the holder being spaced from the bottom of 

drawer 10. 
The hinged front 12 is provided with a 

transparent portion 21 which may consist 
of glass, and at the back of the said front 
12, or within the same between the front 
and the forward end of the tray 16, a space 
22 is provided which is complementary to 
the auxiliary compartment 19 and forms an 
upward extension of the latter in front of 
the tray 16. The arrangement is such that a 
paper B placed in the compartment 19 will 
lie with its rear end against the stop 20. 
while the forward end, as clearly shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, Will project beyond the tray 
16. When now the front 12 is swung up 
Wardly, the front end of the paper B will 
extend upwardly at the interior of the trans 
parent portion 21, so that any indicia on 
said paper, such as the words “Memorandum 
of payments, file No. 9’ will serve to indi 
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cate the nature of the paper. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. An individual filing element compris 
ing a body, and a holder in the body pre 
senting the major containing space of the 
filing element and adapted to contain a 
quantity of papers, there being an auxiliary 
paper receiving compartment beneath the 
holder, between the same and the bottom of 
the body and extending to the front of the 
said holder, the front of the body and the 
front end of the holder defining an inter 
vening space complementary to the auxil 
iary compartment and forming an upward 
extension thereof, whereby a paper Will be 
accommodated jointly by the auxiliary com 
partment and said complementary front 
space to dispose the front end of the paper 
in indicating position. . . . 

2. An individual filing element compris 
ing a body, and a holder movably supported 
in the body and presenting the major con 
taining space of the filing element, the said 
holder being spaced above the bottom of the 
holder to form an auxiliary paper receiving 
compartment, said compartment being of 
less length than the containing space of the 
holder and there being a space in front of 
the holder complementary to the said com 
partment. m 

3. An individual filing element compris 
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ing a body, a holder in the body presenting 
the major containing space of the filing ele 

the body to form an auxiliary paper receiv 
ing compartment, and being movable rela 
tively to the body to afford access to the 
Said compartment from the top, said com 
partment terminating at its rear end for 
Ward of the rear end of the holder, and 
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65 there being a space in front of the holder 
complementary to the said compartment and 
forming an upward extension thereof. 

4. An individual filing element compris 
ing a body, and a holder movably support 
ed in the body above the bottom thereof to 
form an auxiliary compartment beneath the 
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holder, and a front on the body hinged to 
swing toward and from the holder, said. 
hinged front defining a space complemen 
tary to the said compartment and extending 
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upwardly therefrom in front of the holder. 
5. An individual filing element compris 

ing a body, a tray hinged at its rear-end to . . 
the body, the said tray presenting the ma 
jor containing space of the filing element 
and being spaced above the bottom of the 
holder to form an intervening auxiliary pa 

having a front hinged to swing toward and 
from the front of the tray and forming a 

: closure to the front of the auxiliary com- . 
partment, the said hinged front having a 
transparent portion and there being a space. 
at the back of the hinged front to accom 
modate the front end of a paper placed in 
the compartment. . . . . . . . . . 

6. An individual filing element compris 

hinged at its rear end to the drawer and 
spaced from the bottom of the latter to form 
an auxiliary paper receiving compartment, 
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per receiving compartment, the said body. 
85. 
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ing a body in the form of a drawer, a tray . . 
95 

a stop in the compartment positioned for 
Ward of the rear end of the tray, and a 
hinged front on the drawer, there being a 
space at the back of the said hinged front. 
complementary to and forming an upward 
extension of the said compartment. : 
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In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. . . . . . . . . 

ROY HERBY IRWIN... 
Witnesses: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

RALPH. A. Hoi TE, 
DON PRUITT. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the * Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ . . . . 
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