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3 Claims.

While the present disclosure relates more pat-
ticularly to the dressing of cadavers, it will be
understood that the block here illustrated may
be ‘used for other purposes without departing

5 from the spirit of my invention. Among the ob-
jeets of this invention are fo provide a.device
for supporting a portion of a human body in a

convenient. position for- dressing, operations, or

the like; to provide a device of the character in-
10 dicated which will make it easy to put clothing

upon cadavers; and such further objects, advan-

tages and capabilities as will ‘hereafter appear

and as are inherent in the construction disclosed

herein. My invention further resides in the com-

15 bination, construction and arrangement of parts

illustrated. in the accompanying drawing and,

while T have shown therein what is now con-

sidered the preferred empodiment of this inven-

- tion, T desire the same to be undersiood as il-

20 lustrative only and not to be 1‘1neLp1eued in a
) limiting sense.

In the drawing annexed hereto and formmg a

part hereof,
Fig. 1 is an elevation illustrating my present
25 invention;
Fig, 2 is a bottom plan view of the structure
shown in Fig. 1; ‘
Fig. 3 is an end view of this invention 111uo-
trating the use thereof in supportmg either
30 live or dead body.
- While I have chosen to make this structure of
partly vulcanized or semi-hard rubber, it will be
understood that the same may be made of other
materials, such as wood.or metal. - Naturally, the
35 semi-hardened rubber will have a certain amount
of plasticity or resiliénce and will therefore be
-more comfortable when the block is used for the
support of a living person. However, it might
be made of aluminum and be lighter in weight
40 than when made of rubber.  Such a block could
be made integral, as illustrated in the present
drawing, and would work entirely satisfactorily
on a flat dressing table. However, it is the cus-
tom st present to have the table top curved
45 transversely in order to permit fluids to fow from
the table top into the troughs at the sides of the
table. When g block of semi-cured rubber is
used, it will bend and conform to the table top
and will not rock thereon. If a solid block such
as wood or metal were used, it could be made
in more than one piecz and the pieces hinged to-
gether. This would permit the block to hend
at the joints to conform more or less to the sur-
face of the table top.  Also, the bottom of the
block could be made concaved so that the outer
ends would rest upon a flat table or the whole
bottom surface upon a curved table.- These are
- merely various ways of accomplishing the same
purpose as is accomphshed by the use of the
60 rubber block.. - ,
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In the annexed drawing, the block is repre-
sented as comprising two hollow ends 1 connected
by-a hollow bridge 2 which parts rest upon the
dressing table and leave an opéning 3 above the
bridge 2 and below the bedy being dressed, the
position of which is illustrated by dotted lines
4. In-dressing a body, the clothing is placed
around the upper part of the body and drawn
dewn to the block. ' In case it is the body of a

man which is being dressed, the hand is put 7

through the opening 3 to draw the shirt down
into position so that the front and back parts
thereof may be fastened together to hold ths
shirt smooth while the rest of the clothing is
being put on. “The same opsration could be used
in dressing a patient in a hospital; or elsewhere.
Inasmuch as various uses canh be made of: this
construction, I do not aim- that any limitation
be placed upon the scope of my invention because
of the deseription of any particular use.

Fig. 3 shows how the block is.used in support-
ing a body as described above.

Having now described my invention, I claim:

1. A structure of the nature indicated compris-
ing a pair of supporting end members flexibly
connected together by a bridge attached to one
side thereof, said end members being spaced and
heing extended laterally away from the means
connecting them so as to leave an opening for the

passage of a hand between the end members and

within the contour of the whole,

2. A structure for the purpose 1ndlcated con-~
prising .a unit made in part at least of flexible
material, said unit having a pair of end suppori-
ing elements spaced sufficiently for the insertion
of a hand, said end supporting elements being
flexibly connected so.as to conform to a support
upon which the implement rests, when suppori-
ing a- human body, and the space between the
supporting ‘elemernts being sufficiently unch-
structed so that a hand can be passed completely
through the unit between the flexible connecting
means and a body supported on the end elements.

3. A structure for the purpose indicated com-~
prising: means for supporting a part of the
weight of a human body, said means comprising
hollow- end members and s hollow bridge, the

- end-members extending laterally from one sida

of the bridge and being spaced so as to .permit

-the insertion of a hand between them and be- i:

tween the bridge and a body resting on the end

members, so that clothing may be drawn through.

the opening between the bridge and the sup-
ported body. .
A. A. EVERSON.
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