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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
Disrairvice 

Application October 19, 1940, Serial No. 361,883 
(C. 312-62) 5 Claims. 

This invention relates to an improved sanitary 
dispensing device and is particularly provided 
with means for receiving and dispensing Sanitary 
sheet tissues. The use of tissue paper for hand 
kerchiefs or for drying or cleansing the skin, as . 
when complexion creams and cleansing creams 
are to be removed, has grown greatly with the 
improved methods of manufacturing Such an 
absorbent tissue and the consequent lowering of 
the sale price. 
The majority of the tissues provided on the 

market are delivered to the consumer in a paper 
carton Which is designed to dispense the tissues. 
However, the exterior of a majority of these car 
tons is provided with advertising matter and 
Color combinations which may not be desirable 
or which may hot appeal to the user of the 
tissues. 

'In addition, these containers, being of card 
board, are often easily damaged by being torn 
Or crushed 'So that their further use is in 
practical. 
A common disadvantage of the use of ab 

Sorbent tissues is the danger of spreading in 
fection by their promiscuous disposal in waste 
baskets or the like. 
The main object of my invention is to provide 

a container or dispenser device into which a 
-quantity of folded sheets or absorbent tissues 
may be placed, and from which a sheet, -one at 
a time, may be withdrawn with facility. 
A further object of my invention has been the 

-provision of means in such a dispensing icon 
itainer of maintaining a quantity of folded sheets 
closely associated with the dispenser opening of 3 
the container so that at all times the quantity 
of contained sheets will be properly positioned 
in a vertical arrangement. 
A Still further object of the invention has been 

the provision of a spring-pressed follower for 
automatically compensating for the tissues as 
they are withdrawn from the container. 
Another object of my invention has been the 

provision, in a dispenser container for interfolded 
or stacked absorbent tissue sheets, of means co- 4 
Operable with a Spring-pressed follower mecha 
nism, to withdraw the follower mechanism, and 
also the device nay have means for holding the 
follower mechanism in an inoperative position 
during such period as the container is being 
charged with a fresh supply of tissue. 

Still another object of my invention has been 
the provision of latch means cooperable to hold 
the follower member in its operative position. 
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"Still a further object of my invention has been 55 

the provision in a container of means for receiv 
ing used tissue, which, after a certain accumul 
lation has been reached, may be easily removed 
for the disposal of used tissues from the con 
tainer. 
A further and an important object of the in 

vention resides in the provision of a crank mem 
ber for withdrawing the follower member from 
the urgence of the Spring, so that the container 
can be easily and handily recharged with a 
quantity of absorbent tissues. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will appear by reference to the following specifi 
cation and the accompanying drawings, wherein 
I have illustrated the container embodying a se 
lected form of my invention. 

In the drawings 
Figure 1 is a perspective View of the container 

illustrating the component parts thereof, 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of an auxiliary 

container used in connection with my invention, 
Figure 3 is a perspective view, as though from 

the rear, of the spring-pressed follower plate and 
the mechanism associated therewith, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
a quantity of the absorbent tissue of the type 
employed in my invention, 

Figure 5 is a vertical cross-sectional view 
through the container illustrating the manner of 
hanging it on a wall or other surface, 

Figure 6 is a Vertical sectional view disclosing 
the interior arrangement of the container when 
a quantity of absorbent tissue is provided therein, 

Figure 7 is a similar vertical sectional view il 
lustrating the general interior appearance when 
the follower plate is withdrawn against the urg 
ence of its Spring, 
Figure 8 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view 

as though looking down upon the container and 
is taken online 8-8 of Figure 6, and 

Figure 9 is a similar longitudinal sectional 
View disclosing a slightly modified form of my 
invention. 
The numeral designates the rear wall of a 

container having end wall , a, bottom wall 2, 
and a front Wall 3 having a dispenser opening 
4. 
In the container shown in the drawings I pro 

vide the intermediate spacer wall 5 which forms 
a Secondary chamber 6 for the reception of an 
auxiliary removable container T as illustrated in 
Figure 2. The auxiliary container 7 is inserted 
into the chamber 6 and may be withdrawn 
therefrom by means of the thumb notch. 8 pro 
Vided in the front wall 3 of the container. 
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The container device includes a chamber 2 

adapted to receive on edge a quantity of tissue 
sheets folded in the usual manner. Chamber 2 
is closed by the lid 24 hinged at 25 which may 
be opened as shown in Figure 7 to permit access 
to the interior of the container or closed as shown 
in Figure 6 to afford a neat appearance to the 
container. 
A spring-pressed follower plate 20 is fitted into 

the chamber 2 and has end flanges 22, 22 Which 
are slotted as at 23, 23. The length of the plate 
20 is approximately that of the length of the 
chamber 2 and the height of the plate is Sub 
stantially the same as the depth of the cham 
ber 2. 
A quantity of tissues, such as is shown in Fig 

ure 4, may be placed between the front face of 
the plate 20 and the inner face of the wall 3, 
so that the edges 26 of the tissues 27 are posi 
tioned in substantial alignment with the open 
ing 4 through which the sheets may be with 
dra W. 
To the plate 20 I secure curved, contractible 

leaf springs 28, 28, as by means of the rivets 
29, 29. The springs 28 may have the curved or 
upturned end 30 to reduce friction when they 
are in operation in the container. The ends 
30 of the spring are normally positioned against 
the rear wall iO of the container and the springs 
constantly urge the plate 20 forwardly in the 
container. 
A crank comprises arms 3 and 32, the longi 

tudinal crank member 33 and trunnions 34 and 
35. Member 33 is inserted in the slots 23 in the 
flanges 22 and the trunnion 34 is mounted for 
pivotal movement in the wall 5 in the con 
tainer. The trunnion 35 is also pivotally mount 
ed in the container in wall f. Attached to the 
trunnion member 35 is the operating lever 37, 
which may be angularly disposed to the plane 
Of the member 32. Lever 3 is useful for ro 
tating the crank about its trunnion and causing 
the crank member 33 to cooperate with the slots 
23 to withdraw the follower plate to the posi 
tion shown in Figure 7, whereupon the angularly 
disposed lever 3 assumes the position indicated 
by the dotted lines. 
A stop lug or knob 38 may be provided on the 

outer face of the wall . Due to its natural 
resiliency the lever 37 may be pushed or Snapped : 
past lug. 38 and by this abutting relationship 
retain the follower plate in the withdrawn posi 
tion. 
The Wall to may extend above the general 

height of the remainder of the container and ; 
have holes 40, which are useful for engaging 
hooks 4 that are secured in the wall or Surface 
2 to suspend the container. 
In Figure 6 have illustrated the rear Wall 

f0 of the container as being provided with an 
opening 50. A resilient hook 52 has the rear 
wardly bent portion 54 passed through the open 
ing 50 and the tongue 55 is secured against dis 
placement under the keeper 55. Such hooks 52 
may be provided single or in pairs and Will have 
a resiliency permitting them to be engaged over 
the head or foot of a bed, the arm of a chair 
or any other convenient structural edge So that 
the contained tissue will always be handy for 
Se. 
Referring now to Figure 9, leaf springs may be 

secured to the inner faces of the walls and 
5, and these springs are indicated by the nu 

merals 43 and 44 secured to the Walls and 
5 respectively. The purpose of Springs 43 and 
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2,274,866 
44 is to retain the plate 20 in the rearward 
position during such periods as the container is 
being charged with a fresh supply of folded 
absorbent tissues. The springs 28 are thus held 
flexed against their normal urgence. 
To charge the container, the follower plate 

is placed in the position of Figure 7 and a quan 
tity of the sheets are removed from the box or 
package in which they are delivered to a pur 
chaser. The sheets are stood on their longi 
tudinal edges in the chamber 2 between the 
inner face of Wall 3 and the follower plate. 
Then the follower plate is released against the 
urgence of the spring to compress the sheets in 
the dispensing chamber. Normally this release 
of the follower plate is accomplished by dis 
lodging the lever 37 from behind the stop lug 
or knob 38, but it may also be accomplished as 
shown in Figure 9 by compressing the Springs 
43 and 44 against the walls if and 5 respec 
tively, thus freeing the plate from the latch ac 
tion against the ends of the Springs. 
As tissue is desired it may be Withdrawn by 

grasping the end 26 and pulling the sheet 
through the opening 4. As one sheet is with 
drawn the space that it occupied is displaced 
by the forward movement of the follower plate 
and progressively as the chamber 2 is dis 
charged of absorbent sheets the follower plate 
automatically compensates therefor. 
My device is useful for dispensing the inter 

folding type of cleansing tissue sheets as Well as 
that which is merely folded and piled in stacks. 
The opening 4 in the front wall of the con 
tainer is shown as being elongated substantially 
the length of the chamber 2, but having semi 
circular or semi-ovate ends, so that only in a 
portion of its face is the full length of the sheet 
exposed. This manner of forming the slot is 
extremely useful to resist accidental slippage or 
dislodgement of the body of sheets in the con- . 
tainer and to hold them smoothly against the 
pressure imparted by the follower plate 29. 

Ordinarily the absorbent sheets are of soft 
material which permits them to be ruffled or 
crumpled as they are withdrawn without injury. 
The curved restrictions of the slot at its end 
tends to prevent the accidental removal of more 
than one sheet at a time by reason of the firm 
manner in which the body is held against its 
following pressure. 
Whether the container is full or nearly empty 

makes no difference in its operation because of 
the body of Sheets within the container are al 
ways firmly held against the inner face of the 
Wall 3 and stretched more or less tightly across 
the opening 4. As the sheets are used they may 
be disposed of by being placed in the container 

which is removable from the chamber 6. 
After a sufficient quantity of used tissue has ac 
cumulated, the container may be emptied into 
any suitable disposal means that is convenient 
for such use. 
While have described my invention in con 

nection with the Ordinary soft, absorbent tissues 
that are commonly used, it is to be understood 
that my invention is equally serviceable for the 
dispensing of paper towels, paper napkins, paper 
cups or any other type of article that may be 
stacked or piled one upon the other, changes and 
alterations in the structures described in the 
foregoing specification may be made without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention and from 
the Scope of the Subjoined claims, the same being 
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construable as broadly as possible consistent with 
the state of the art. 
I claim: 
1. In a dispenser container designed for dis 

pensing sheet material or the like, which con 
tainer is generally rectangular and has a bottom, 
front and back side Walls and end Sections that 
are joined together to define the Walls of a box 
having the general form of a right rectangular 
prism, said box forming a chamber for the recep 
tion of a quantity of stacked sheet material to 
be dispensed, one wall thereof having an inter 
mediate elongated dispensing slot, a follower 
member positioned in said chamber between the 
rear portion of a pack of sheet material dis 
pensed therein and the back wall thereof and 
having rearwardly directed end flanges each hav 
ing a longitudinal slot, springs engaging the rear 
wall of the box for urging the follower member 
against the pack of sheet material, a crank jour 
naled in the end sections of said container and 
having its throw member disposed in the slots 
of the end flanges of the follower member to per 
mit the Withdrawal of the said follower against 
the urgence of the springs, and a lever associated 
With Said crank for SWinging it in its journals. 

2. In a dispenser container designed for dis 
pensing sheet material or the like, which con 
tainer is generally rectangular and has a bot 
tom, front and back side walls and end sec 
tions that are joined together to define the Walls 
of a box having the general form of a right rec 
tangular prism, Said box forming a chamber for 
the reception of a pack of sheet material on edge 
to be dispensed, one wall thereof having an inter 
mediate elongated dispensing slot, a follower 
member positioned in said chamber between the 
rear portion of a pack of sheet material disposed 
therein and the back Wall thereof, said follower 
member having leaf Springs secured intermediate 
of their ends to the follower member and hav 
ing their free ends disposed against the Wall of 
the chamber opposite said slotted side wall, said 
Springs urging the follower member against the 
pack of sheet material, a crank journaled in the 
end Sections of said container and having its 
throw member coupled to the follower member 
to permit the withdrawal of the said follower 
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against the urgence of its springs, and a lever as 
Sociated with said crank for Swinging it in its 
journals. 

3. In a dispenser container designed for dis 
pensing sheet material or the like, which con 
tainer is generally rectangular and has a bot 
tom, front and back side walls and end sections 
that are joined together to define the walls of 
a bOX having the general form of a right rec 
tangular prism, said box forming a chamber for 
the reception of a pack of sheet material on edge 
to be dispensed, one wall thereof having an in 
termediate elongated dispensing slot, a follower 
member positioned in said chamber between the 
rear portion of a pack of sheet material disposed 
therein and the back Wall thereof, a spring rest 
ing against the rear wall of the box for urging 
the follower member against the pack of sheet 
material, a pair of arms each journaled in an 
end Section of said container and coupled to the 
follower member to withdraw the said follower 
against the urgence of its springs, and means as 
Sociated With said arms for swinging them in 
their journals. 

4. In a container adapted for dispensing ma 
terial sheet by sheet fram a pack of folded sheets 
disposed on edge, a follower plate having a pres 
Sure face substantially equal to the size of the 
pack of material to be pressed, slotted end flanges 
on said plate directed away from the pack of ma 
terial being pressed, means including a crank 
passed through said slots for withdrawing the 
follower plate from said pack, and means oper 
able against a Wall of said container for con 
stantly urging said follower plate against said 
pack. 

5. In a container adapted for dispensing ma 
terial sheet by sheet from a pack of folded sheets 
disposed on edge in said container, a follower 
plate having end flanges directed away from said 
pack of sheet material, expansible means oper 
able against a wall of said container urging said 
follower plate toward the pack of sheet material, 
and means coupled to said end flanges for with 
drawing the follower against the urgence of the 
expansible means. 

WILLIAM. H. MARTENS. 


