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GAEMENT BAGGING MACHINE 

John R. Zaoudek, Omaha, Nebr. 

Application March 17, 1949, Serial No. 81,910 
(C. 226-18) 3 Cains. 

This invention relates to the handling of 
clothing and more particularly it is an object of 
the invention to provide a machine for facilitat 
ing the placing of protective bags on garments. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a machine as described which is adapted to Sup 
port large quantities of garment bags in con 
Venient positions from which they can be pulled 
downwardly over a supported garment. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a machine as described which is 
adapted to uphold an overcoat or the like in a 
position of sufficient height for preventing its 
Coming in contact with the floor, permitting the 
garment to swing downwardly, while yet sup 
ported, to a position such that the operator 
can easily remove the garment from its support. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

Wide a garment bagging machine having two 
garment Supports, one of which is adapted to 
Swing into position for receiving a garment to 
be bagged at the time when the other is swing 
ing into position for delivering a bagged gar 
ment. 
A pairticular object of the in Vention is to pro 

vide a novel atching mechanism for catching a 
Swinging garment Support and releasably hold 
ing the same in a position for bagging. 

Still a further object of the invention resides 
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in the provision of a notch in the end of a gar-30 
ment supporting member of the invention, the 
notch being shaped in a manner for facilitat 
ing the placing of a garment therein and the 
relanoval of a garnent therefrom. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device for the purpose described which is 
Sturdy and durable in construction, reliable and 
efficient in operation, and relatively simple and 
inexpensive to manufacture, assemble and uti 
Iize. 
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Other and still further objects and advan 

tages of the invention will become apparent 
from the following detailed description of a pre 
ferred embodiment theseof. 

in the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a frontal elevation of the garment 

bagging machine of this invention shown With 
a garment in bagging position thereon, and with 
a garment bag partially drawn over the top of 
the garment, the garment and the bag being . 
shown in dotted lines. 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the machine 
shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a Side elevation of the machine 
as seen from the right-hand side in Figure . 
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Figure 4 is a view-in-section taken along the 

line 4-4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a detailed view of an end portion 

of One of the garment supporting members of 
the invention. 

Figure 6 is a frontal elevation of the latching 
mechanism of the invention, together with a 
broken away portion of the adjacent frame, an 
edge of a garment supporting member being in 
dicated in dotted lines between the two latehes 
thereof. 

Figure 7 is a side elevation of the parts shown 
in Figure 6, the Said portion of the garment 
Supporting member also showing in dotted lines. 
The garment bagging machine of this inven 

tion comprises a frame generally indicated at 0. 
The frame 10 preferably has three upright 

members 2 formed of pipe or the like, and a 
fourth upright member 4, preferably formed of 
angle iron. 
The tiprights 2 and 4 are disposed in the 

opposite corners of a rectangle, and the frarae 
further includes horizontai members 6 disposed 
around the bottom of the rectangle and inter 
coanecting the members 2 and 4; other hori 
Zontal members 8 disposed upwardly from the 
members 6 and horizontally arranged in a rec 
tangle for supporting garment bags indicated 
in dotted lines at 20. 
Two opposite ones of the members 8 are con 

nected by a cross member 22 for further sup 
porting the bags 20. 
Upwardly spaced from the members 8 are a 

Second group of horizontally disposed frame 
members 26 arranged in a rectangular con 
figuration for supporting a second group of gar 
ment bags 30. Two of the frame members. 26 
are further connected by means of a cross nem 
ber 34, which latter serves to further support the 
garment bags 39. 
The frame thus formed may be diagonally 

braced by means of members 36, if desired, and 
the franae is arranged having the lower end of 
the various upright members disposed in hori 
ZOntal plane for resting upon the floor 40 of the 
building. 
This invention further includes garment sup 

porting means, including a member 50 having a 
preferably straight elongated center section 52 
formed of angle iron. 
The section 52 is pivotally mounted on the 

frame 10 at its center and by means of an axle 
shaft 56, which latter is rotatably disposed in 
bearing blocks 58. One of the latter is secured 
to the upright 4, the other is secured to that 
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upright 2 which is directly rearwardly disposed 
from the upright 4, and is secured to the said 
upright 2 by means of a mounting plate 60. 
The garment supporting means further in 

cludes two sections 70 which extend in opposite 
directions outwardly from opposite ends of the 
Straight portion 52 and at preferably a right 
angle With respect to the straight portion 52. 
The Sections have arcuate portions 74 con 

necting elongated garment bag receiving por 
tions 76 to the straight section 52. 
The garment bag receiving portions 76 are each 

preferably straight and are provided on their 
Outer end with notches 80 having side walls 82 
and 84. The side wall 84 preferably extends out 
Wardly from the end of the garment supporting 
rod a greater distance for catching coat-hanger 
hooks to guide the latter into the notches 8). 
The longer walls 84 are disposed on the frame 

sides of the notches 80. The shorter wall 82 
serves to permit the free removal of a hanger 
hook 86 holding a garment 90, as indicated in 
dotted lines in Figure 1. 
The elongated garment receiving portions 76 

of each of the members 70 are disposed each in 
a position with respect to the straight section 52 
such that at times when the section 52 is verti 
cally disposed, the tip end of one of the portions 
76 will be disposed under the middle of the open 
ends 96 of the garment bag 2). 

It is preferable that the garment supporting 
members, as thus described, be reinforced by 
means of ange irons 90. The latter are each 
disposed on the inside of the curved portions 74 
and are secured thereto by pins 75. 
the sections 22, however, the reinforcing irons 
are spaced apart from the sections 70 and join 
and are secured to the sections 52 at points spaced 
inwardly from the sections 70. 
As thus described, it will be seen that those 

parts of the garment supporting member 50 
which are disposed on opposite sides of the pivot 
shaft 56 counter-balance each other and are 
preferably of identical shape. 
This invention further includes latch means 

for arresting pivoting movements of the garment 
supporting member 50. Such means includes two 
latch members 20 and 22. The latter are each 
elongated and are each pivotally mounted on a 
bearing pin f24, which latter is secured in ears 
26 of a mounting member 3). 
The mounting member 30 is disposed in par 

allelism with the forward side of the upright 
member 4 and is pivotally secured thereto by 
means of a bolt .40 and Washer 44. 
The mounting member 30 is further provided 

with a transversely disposed forwardly extend 
ing nib SC which is disposed spaced apart from 
the undersides of the latch members 2 and 22, 
The latch members 20 and 22 are each pro 

vided with an outwardly extending lug 54 and 
f 56 respectively. Two springs f6) are provided 
disposed each connecting one of the lugs 56 to 
the nib 50. The disposition of the lugs 54 and 
56 is such that the springs (6) will urge the 

latch arms f20 away from and forwardly from 
the Supporting member 4. 
The latch arms f2) and 22 are each provided 

with a transversely disposed arm 70 and 72, 
respectively. 
The arm O of the left-hand latch member 
20 preferably functions as a guide and is curved 

rearwardly at its outer end for catching the 
rearward edge of the section 52 of the garment 
Supporting member 50 at times when the latter 
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is rotating in the diretcion of the arrow 80, as 
ShOWn in Figure 1. 
The arm or guide TO Will cause its latch 20 

to be deflected rearwardly for permitting the 
rearward edge of the section 52 to pass. 
The other latch arm f 22 will prevent the fur 

ther movement of the section 52 in the direction 
of the arrow f$0, except at times when the op 
erator pushes rearwardly upon the arm T2 to 
release the latch 22, as later described. 
Shock absorbing means are provided by the 

invention for gradually resisting the impact of 
the garment supporting member 50 upon the 
latch member 20. Such means includes the 
mounting member 30, previously described, and 
further includes a mounting bolt 90, which lat 
ter is disposed through a horizontal bracket 92, 
which latter extends forwardly from the upright 
4. The bolt 99 is held in a horizontal position 

transversely of the support f4, in parallelism 
with the front thereof and in parallelism with 
the plane of rotation of the mounting member 
30. 
TWO SpringS 200 are disposed on the bolt 90 

On opposite sides of a forwardly extending tab 
20, which latter is secured to the lower end of 
the member 30. The tab 2.0 is provided with 
an aperture therethrough for receiving the bolt 
90, the aperture being of such size as to permit 
considerable movement of the mounting 30 
along the bolt f 90. 
As thus described, the springs 200 will resist 

pivoting movements of the mounting 39 in both 
directions. 

In Operation, it will be seen that the garment 
Supporting member 50 will be disposed in the po 
sition shown in Figure 1, with a garment 9) 
thereon at the time of bagging. The supporting 
member 50 will be held in this position by the 
latch members 29 and 22. 
One of the garment bags 20 may then be pulled 

downwardly over the upper end of the elongated 
end portion 96, over the suit 90 and the hanger 
220. 
When the bag is in position over the garment 

99, the operator may push rearwardly on the arm 
72 releasing the garment supporting member 

50. The latter will be caused to rotate by gravity 
in the direction of the arrow 80, since the weight 
of the garment 90 will over-balance the other 
half portion of the supporting member 50. When 
the garment has reached a convenient position 
Within reach of an operator, the garment 90 may 
be held while the garment supporting member 50 
continues rotation. The member 50 will then 
pass outwardly from the garment bag, leaving the 
garment in bagged condition in the hands of the 
operator. 
The garment supporting member 50 will con 

tinue its rotation until such time as the opposite 
end 76 of the support 50 is in the position shown 
in Figure 1. Just prior to reaching this position, 
the straight portion 52 will bump the guide 70, 
deflecting the same rearwardly against the urge 
of the Spring f60 until the portion 52 has passed 
the latch member 20. At this time it will abut 
and be stopped by the latch member 22 and will 
be locked in bagging position. 

It will be seen that this invention has provided 
a garment bagging machine which is adapted to 
facilitate the convenient placing of bags on gar 
ments, to Support large quantities of garment 
bags in convenient positions, to remove itself by 
gravity from a bagged garment, to rotate with 
out the application of power under the weight of 
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garments placed thereon, to automatically and 
Securely lock in a desired bagging position, to be 
conveniently releasable for movement from a 
bagging position to delivery position; and has 
provided a bagging machine so constructed as to 
be shock absorbing. 
From the foregoing description it is thought to 

be obvious that a garnent bagging device con 
Structed in accordance with my invention is par 
ticularly well adapted for use by reason of the 
convenience and facility with which it may be 
assembled and operated, and it will also be ob 
vious that my invention is susceptible of Some 
change and modification Without departing from 
the principles and spirit theerof, and for this 
reason I do not wish to be understood as limiting 
myself to the precise arrangement and forma 
tion of the several parts herein shown in carry 
ing out my invention in practice except as 
claimed. 
I claim: 
1. A garment bagging machine comprising: a 

frame; means on Said frame for Supporting gar 
ment bags; a garment Supporting member hav 
ing two elongated end portions for the reception 
of garment bags thereover, said end portions be 
ing disposed extending in opposite directions, 
said member being pivotally secured to said frame 
at a point on said member between said end por 
tions for pivoting in a normally vertical plane, the 
tips of said end portions being provided with 
notches, one side wall of each notch being dis 
posed extending further outwardly than the other 
side Wall; two releasable latches pivotally Se 
cured to said frame in a manner for eitgaging 
opposite sides of said garment Supporting men 
ber to hold said member in a garment receiving 
position, one of said latches being provided With 
an inclined guide portion for engaging said men 
ber at times to depress said one latch for permit 
ting the passage of said member; and resilient 
means for urging said latches toward positions 
for engaging said garment supporting member. 

2. A garment bagging machine comprising: a 
frame; means on said frame for Supporting gar 
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ment bags; a garment supporting member hav 
ing an elongated end portion for the reception of 
a garnent bag thereover; means pivotally mount 
ing said member on said frame for permitting the 
Swinging of said end of said member from a nor 
mally upper garment receiving position to a nor 
mally lower garment delivering position; a 
imounting member pivotally Secured to said frame 
for pivoting in a plane in parallelism. With the 
plane of pivoting of said supporting member; 
shock absorbing means engaging Said mounting 
member and secured to said frame for resisting 
Inovements of said Yaounting member from a rest 
position; two releasable latches pivotally Secured 
to said nounting member in a manner for en 
gaging opposite sides of Said garment Supporting 
member to holid said member in a garment re 
ceiving position; releasable latch means for hold 
ing said member in a garment receiving position; 
and springs secured to said latches and to said 
mounting member for urging said latches toward 
positions for engaging and Supporting Said garr. 
inent Supporting member. 

3. A garnient bagging machine comprising: a, 
frame; means on said frame for Supporting gar 
ment bags; a gai'iment supporting member having 
two elongated end portions for the reception of 
garment bags thereover, said end portions being 
disposed extending in opposite directions, Said 
Innenber being pivotally Secured to Said frame at 
a point on said member between said end por 
tions for pivoting in a normally vertical plane; 
and releasable means for holding Said member in 
a garment receiving position. 

JOHN R. ZAIOUDEK. 
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