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UNITED STATES

Parent OFricE,

DENNIS J. O’SULLIVAN, OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN.

BASE-BALL MASK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 379,655, dated March 20, 1888.

Application filed June 29, 1887,

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, DENNIS J. O’SULLIVAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, in the county of Wayne and State of
Michigan, have invented certain new and use-
fal Improvements in Base-Ball Masks; and I
do declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such aswill
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which forma part of this specification.

This invention relates to a face-guard or
safety-mask for base-ball players, and is espe-
cially intended to be worn by the catcher or
person playing behind the batsman, for the
purpose of preventing such player from being
struck in the face by foul-tips or misthrown
balls. .

Masks constructed with a chin-rest and fore-
head-strap, which fit the face only when said
mask is placed with the chin-rest and forehead-
strap in their respective positions on the face,
are found tobeobjectionable,for the reason that
at certain times it is necessary to remove and
replace the mask with great haste; and as it is
necessary to adjust the mask right end np be-
fore replacing it, and as the forehead-strap is
commonly attached, it often drops down over
the eyesand obstrnets the sight. Thus the ma-
nipulation in replacin: the mask after it has
been removed from the face requires consid-
erable time, and is therefore inconvenient.

The object of this invention is to overcome
these objections. .The mask is so arranged
that it may be readily removed from and at-
tached to the face regardless of the relative po-
sition of the ends of said mask, and is also pro-
vided with means whereby it may be adjusted
to fit a Iarge or small face, as required, all
of which will be hereinatter more fully set
forth, and the essential features pointed out
particularly in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
face view of my improved mask. Fig. 2isa
side elevation of same, showing the position
of the mask when placed on the face of the
wearer.
sition of the side pads and end straps or sup-
ports, Iig. 4isa detail, partly in seetion.

Fig. 3 is a back face view showing po- |
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As indicated in the drawings, A represents
the wire frame-work of the mask; B, the back
strap by which the mask isattached to the face
of the wearer,

P shows the pads, of which there are four,
whichareattached tothewings or wires D of the
main wires F by means of the wires %, which
pass through the back lining of the pads and
are wound around said wires. (See Fig. 1.)

C C areend straps or rests, one of which acts
as a chin-support. Theother rests on the head
and prevents the mask from dropping down.
Said end straps are attached to the main wires
F F of the mask, and are provided with
buckles k and tongue-straps ¢, to lengthen or
shorten them when adjusting said mask to dif-
ferent sizes, as hereinafter set forth.

E is a right and left screw-threaded thumb-
nut, which receives the screw-threaded ends a
of the main wires F of the mask, and by turn-
ing said thumb-nuts the mask will be caused
to expand or eontract transversely, the former
position being shown by dotted lines in Fig.
1, thus enabling the ready adjustment of the
mask .to conform to the shape of the face of
the wearer.

The back strap, B, may be of leather or an
clastic band, being attached at its ends cen-
trally to the main wires If, and passes around
the back of the head, having a buckle, L, for
tightening said strap.

It will be observed that as the form of the
mask is alike at both ends it may be readily
placed in position on the face, with either end
up, thus enabling the operator to rapidly re-
move and replace the mask, obviating the ne-
cessity of first placing the mask right end up,
as is necessary with masks as ordinarily con-
structed. It will also be observed that, if de-
sired, the mask may be made to more readily
conform to the shape of the face by simply
turning the thumb-nuts in opposite directions,
which will cause one end of said mask to con-
tract and the other to expand, thus conform-
ing to the shape of the face; and when adjust-
ing the mask to different sizes the end straps
or supports, CC, should belengthened or short-
ened, by means of the buckles % and tongue-
straps ¢, to suit such adjustment.

In Fig. 2 the dotted line » shows the reversed
position of the face in the mask.

The new and important features of my in-

55

6o

65

70

75

&o

o]
w

Q0

100



I0

vention lie in the construction of the mask,
whereby it may be adjusted to the varioussizes
required, and in the form and arrangement of
the rim,side pads, and end straps orsupports,
whereby the ends of said mask may be re-
versed, and when placed on the face perform
the same functions as when in its normal or
former position.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a mask, and in combination, the cage
orframehaving the main wires F F, with screw-

379,655

threaded ends, and the thumb-nuts engaging

therewith, as and for the purposes specified. 15

2. In combination with the cage having the
frame-wires F D, the pads P, attached thereto,
as specified, the thumb-nuts attached to the
main wires, and the e¢hin-straps C C, as and for
the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses. )

DENNIS J. O'SULLIVAN.

‘Witnesses:

B. F. WHEELER,
R. B. WHEELER.

20




