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This invention relatcs to a combination
casket and burial vault and has for its
object the provision of a cover-like vault
member adapted to fit down over a casket
of any construction and to cooperate there-
¢ith to form a seal to prevent water from
rising arvound the casket within the vault
member to a height sufficient to reach the
cover joint of the casket, said vault member
when placed on the casket heing fastened
against removal therefrom.

The invention is fully described in the
following specification, and two embodi-
ments thereof are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which,—

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a casket
and a vault member embodying the inven-
tion in assembled relation with parts in
transverse section.
showing a slightly different construction of
coffin. Fig. 3 is'a fragmentary sectional ele-
vation of an alternate form showing another
manner of fastening the vault and coffin.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
casket of the customary or any suitable con-
struction which may be formed at its lower
edge with a base flange or projection 2. ex-
tending entirely around the lower edge of
the casket and beyond the vertical plane of
{he top flange or bead 8 thereof. The outer
edge portion of the base flange 2 is formed
entirely therearound with a ledge or seat 4,

the inner sidewall of which extends upward,

and inward to the casket body.

The casket is enclosed by a cover or vault
member 5, which is of a size to fit freely
down over the casket, and is adapted to
clogely fit at its lower edge on the flange 4
and to engage with the upwardly extending
cidewall of said ledge to hold the vault
member against lateral displacement rela-
tive to the casket. VWhen the vault member
is mounted on the casket base, it cooperates
therewith to form a protecting vault or case
for the casket. The member 5 may be se-
cured against removal from the casket in
any suitable manner. ,

Tn Fig. 1 the casket and the vault member
are both shown as stamped from sheet metal,
and in Fig. 2 the casket is shown as being
of some other material, for instance wood,
and as provided with a sheet metal ‘base
facing 6, which is secured to the casket base
by having its edge 7 turned or drawn in-
ward over the base flange 8 of the casket.

Fig. 2 is a similar view.
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The provision of the metal encased base
prevents rodents from gnawing into the ex-
posed portion of the casket. The facing 6
forins the seat or ledge 4 on which the
lower edge of the vault member rests, the
same as in Fig. 1. Tt is apparént that with
this form the cagket is entirely enclosed in
sheet metal when the vault member 5 is in
position thereon.

In the present instance, the sheet metal
base portion of the casket in each case is
provided at intervals around its edge at the
inner side of the ledge 4 with outwardly
pressed upstanding tongues 9, and each
tongue has a catch lug 10 on its outer side
with which a shoulder 11 on the lower edge
of the vault member 5 is adapted to have
snap holding engagement when the cover is
pressed down on the seat 4. For this purpose
the lower edge of the cover 5 is shown as
being provided with outward depressions 12
for receiving the catch lugs 10.

In Fig. 8 the cover or vault member which
is designated 5* is now shown as seating on
and forming a substantially close joint with
the lower projecting base edge portion of
the casket but as seating at its upper por-
tion, as at 13, on the edge portion of the
casket cover. In this case the fastening
means is shown as constituting spring
tongues 14 secured to the inner side of the
vault member 5* in position to spring under
and engage the lower edge of the top flange
or bead 3° of the casket to prevent removal
of the vault member from the casket.

Tt will be understood that the vault mem-
ber, no matter how it is secured to the casket
or whether its lower edge seats on the base
flange 2 or the member seats in some other
manner on the casket, cooperates with the
casket to form a seal so that when water
rises within the lower portion of the vault
member avound the casket, the air is com-
pressed .in_the upper portion of the vault
member and prevents the water from rising
to a point where it will reach and leak
through the cover joint of the casket. An
important feature of the invention consists
in the fastening of the vault member to the
casket when or after it is placed thereover,
so that the two may be handled together
the same as the casket could be handled if
the vault member were not provided. This
yault member may be used in connection
with any construction of casket and provide
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capable of numerous

2

an exceedingly simple and inexpensive pro-
tection therefor.

It is evident that I have provided an ex-
ceedingly simple and inexpensive protect-
ing means for a casket, the base member of
which constitutes the base portion of the
casket.

It will be understood that the invention is
not restricted to any specific construction,
arrangement or form of the parts, as it is
modifications and
changes without departing from the spirit
of the claims. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
1'claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: - , ’

1. In combination, a casket having a sur-
rounding base projection with a Tedge at

its outer edge portion and a vault member.

adapted to fit down over the casket and to
closely seat at its lower edge on said base
ledge, and means for retaining the vault
member and casket in assembled relation.
2. In combination, a casket having a sheet
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metal base portion forming a lateral pro-
jection entirely around the casket, and a
sheet metal vault member adapted to fit
down over the casket and to seat at its lower
edge on said sheet metal base portion, and
interengaging means formed on the sheet
metal base portion and vault member for
retaining the parts in assembled relation. .

8. In combination, a casket having a sheet
metal base portion forming a laterally pro-
jecting ledge entirely around the casket with
an upwardly projeécting wall at the inner
edge of such ledge, a sheet metal’ vault mem-
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ber adapted to fit down over the casket and -

to seat at its lower edge on said ledge, said

sheet metal base portion and the lower edge
of said casket having interengaging parts
formed thereon which snap into engagement
when the vanlt member is pressed down to

seat on said ledge. ,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto

signed my name to this specification.

 WILLIAM I GROVE.
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