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5 Claims. 

This invention relates to a simulated football 
game and is adapted to provide game mechanism 
whereby the various plays and the scoring there 
of closely approximate that of an actual game 
of football. 

It is an object of the invention to provide means 
whereby a game of football can be simulated 
wherein the plays are not selected by mere chance 
such as through the rolling of dice or the turning 
of a spinner, but one player can determine the 
most feasible offensive play depending upon his 
position in the field, the number of downs and 
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the period of the game, and the other player 
will determine his defensive position in a like 
manner, attempting to anticipate the probable 
play which will be attempted by his opponent un 
der the Specific conditions. It is a game which 
can be played according to the rules of regula 
tion football and it is one wherein the Success 
of the player depends upon his actual knowl 
edge of the game of football and the proper of 
fensive and defensive plays under the many con 
ditions which might arise in a game. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide a simulated football game of the type set 
forth above which not only Will serve as a source 
of amusement for persons who enjoy regulation 
football games, but which can also be used as a 
training device to increase the strategic ability 
of football players. 
The above and other objects and advantages 

of the invention, will more fully appear from the 
following description made in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, wherein like refer 
ence characters refer to the same parts through 
Out the views, and, in which: 

Figure i is a plan view of the apparatus; 
Figure 2 is a plan view thereof with the upper 

cover and slide members removed; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged longitudinal vertical 

Sectional view through the apparatus with the 
ends broken away; 

Figure 4 is an enlarged transverse vertical Sec 
tional view; 

Figure 5 is an enlarged plan view of the of 
fensive play slide member; and 

Figure 6 is an enlarged plan view of the de 
fensive play slide member. 
As best shown in Figure 4 there is provided a 

base having stepped rails 3 and 9 mounted 
thereon. A transparent offensive play slide mem 
ber 0 is located between the rails 8 and 9, and 
a transparent defensive slide member lies 
above the slide and rests upon the steps 2 
formed on the rails 8 and 9. The offensive slide 
member has a sheet 3 thereon which, as shown 
in Figure 5, is subdivided into a plurality of indi 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

50 

2 
Widual indicia, bearing areas 4. An inspection 
of Figure 5 will show that certain of the areas 
4 bear numerals, some bear letters, and others 
bear letters and numerals. It will also be seen 
that the sheet 3 is provided with a zigzag con 
nected Series of blank areas 5 between certain 
of the areas 4 which bear letters and/or numer 
als. The ZigZag blank portion 5 is transparent. 
The overlying transparent defensive slide men 

ber carries a sheet 6 having a plurality of in 
dicia, bearing subdivisions some of which bear 
numerals and other of Which bear numerals and 
letters. 

In the case of the indicia, in the areast of the 
offensive slide f) and the areas of the defensive 
slide it should be understood that Some of 
the indicia. On each slide are of one color and 
other indicia are of a constrasting color. Cer 
tain of the indicia on each slide member are 
underlined to indicate that their colors are dif 
ferent from the indicia, which are not underlined, 

Beneath the slide members and in the 
cantral area of the board is a sheet 8 shown in 
Figures 3 and 4 and also in Figure 2. This sheet 
is divided into numeral bearing indicia areas. 

Referring to Figure 2 it will be seen that the 
left hand end portion of the base T is provided 
with notations "center,' 'guard,' 'tackle,' 'off 
tackle,' 'end,” “wide end run-kick.' The right; 
hand end of the base it is provided with sets of 
numerals indicative of different defensive forma 
tions. For instance, the first line of numerals 
reads '6, 3, 2'. This means a defensive forma 
tion with a six man line, three men in the sec 
Ondary and two men back. The second line “8, 
2, 2’ Would then, of course, mean an eight man 
line, a twoman secondary and one man back. 
Mounted across the rails 8 and 9 is a central 

COver plate 9 having a plurality of rectangular 
apertures 20 formed therein, as best indicated in 
Figure 4. Each aperture 29 is normally closed 
by a hinged closure 2 having a small handle 2 a. 
at its edge to facilitate opening thereof. Re 
ferring to Figure 1 it will be seen that there are 
four rows of hinged closures 2 , each of which, of 
Course, COvers an aperture 20. The transverse 
row A is the row of line apertures, B is the row 
of secondary apertures, C is the row of safety 
apertures, and D is the row of kick and punt 
apertures. It will also be noted that there are 
eleven apertures or closures 2 in each of the 
rows A, B, C, and D. In the line and secondary 
rows A and B the central covered aperture of each 
is for a Center play and is indicated by the letter 
'c'; the flanking apertures 'g' are for plays 
through guard; next the apertures 't' are for 
through tackle plays; the next two labeled “ot.' 
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are for off tackle plays; the next are for end 
plays and are marked 'e'; and the two outer 
Ones are marked “U.e.' for Wide end runs. 
The cover plate 9 has a pair of hinged screens 

22 connected thereto as at 23, it being possible to 
raise the Screens so that opposing players cannot 
See the manner in which the other has set his 
Offensive or defensive side member in setting up 
the play. 
At one side of the base 7 is a dovetailed track 

or guide 24 upon which is movable a yard marker 
element 25. The guide 24, as shown in Figure 1, 
is provided with one hundred apertures 26 which 
are adapted to removably receive a suitable peg 
to determine the position of the ball longitudinal 
ly of the field. The yard marker 25 is adapted 
to measure off ten of the holes 26 in the same 
Inanner as the Ordinary linesman's chain. A ro 
tatable square block 27 is mounted on one side 
of the base 7 and is adapted to carry numerals 
through So that the particular down can be 
indicated and remembered. 
The original position of the ball on kick-off 

must be determined in Some arbitrary manner as 
by the rolling of dice. For instance, the higher 
number of the two dice can be multiplied by ten 
and the lower number added thereto. If a five 
and two are rolled the five would be multiplied 
by ten and two added making a kick-off of fifty 
two yards. The offensive player then sets the 
edge or outer end of the slide is at the play posi 
tion indicated on his end of the board which he 
desires to utilize as his opening scrimmage play. 
If the first scrimmage play is to be off tackle he 
would move his slide 0 to the off tackle indication 
on the base 7. This is done With the shield or 
screen 22 raised so that the opponent cannot see 
the Setting of the offensive slide f. The defen 
sive player then tries to anticipate what type of 
play might be expected with the play at first down 
after an opening kick-off of fifty-two yards. The 
defensive player would then set his defensive slide 
f to one of the line formations indicated on his 
end of the base 7 and shown at the uppel' end of 
Figure 2. 
cover the apertures 20 at the center of the cover 9 
Will be raised, the offensive player lifting either 
the right hand or left hand off tackle hinged 
cover at his option. This will expose an indicia, 
area, on the defensive slide or if there is a 
transparent or blank area beneath the particular 
cover on the slide it may expose indicia on 
the underlying slide f). It might happen that 
there is a transparent area, exposed on the slide 
O because of the particular position thereof, 
whereupon one of the indicia areas on the sta 
tionary table or sheet 8 will be exposed. The 
background colors of the areas are different to 
indicate whether a gain or loss should be counted. 
The Specific and complete rules of playing the 

game are not disclosed herein, but a brief de 
Scription of the method of play is indicated above. 
Under certain circumstances the indicia, area, ex 
posed in the first line A may permit raising of 
an off tackle hinged closure in the secondary 
line B. Of course, in other plays involving safe 
ties and kickshinged closures in the lines C and 
D Will be opened. 
With apparatus arranged generally as disclosed, 

it is possible to simulate a game of football which 
provides realistic actual game conditions, games 
and Scoring resultS When the rules and tactics of 
regulation football are followed. It not only pro 
vides an absorbing diversion for persons who have 
a knowledge of football but, as stated in the ob 

Then the hinged closure 2 which 
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4. 
jects, it provides a very good medium for training 
players in the tactical theory of an actual foot 
ball game. 

It Will, of course, be understood that various 
Changes may be made in the form, arrangement, 
details and proportions of the various parts With 
out departing from the scope of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a simulated football game, a base, a pair 

of members Supported on Said base having in 
dicia bearing portions subdivided into individual 
indicia areas representing the results of football 
plays, one of Said members lying over the other, 
Said members being independently movable rela 
tively to said base, Said upper member having Win 
doWS disposed in its indicia bearing portion and 
between certain of said individual indicia areas 
to permit the reading of indicia on the underlying 
of said members, a cover overlying said members, 
and said cover having apertures with movable 
closures to permit viewing of indicia, aligned with 
said apertures When Said closures are shifted to 
an open position. 

2. The Structure in claim 1, and one of Said 
lmembers having an indicator a SSociated there 
With to show the setting thereof for different 
types of offensive plays, and the other of said 
members having an indicator associated there 
with to indicate the setting of said member for 
different defensive formations. 

3. The structure in claim i, and one of said 
members having an indicator a SSociated there 
With to show the setting thereof for different types 
of offensive plays, the other of Said membel's 
having an indicator associated therewith to in 
dicate the setting of said member for different 
defensive formations, and the position indicators 
for said members and the indicia on said mem 
bers being correlated to provide for a showing of 
a gain or OSS commensurate With the expected 
average gain Ol' OSS in an actual football game 
under similar offensive plays and defensive plays. 

4. The structure in claim 1, and the underly 
ing of Said members having windows therein be 
tWeen certain of said individual indicia areas, 
and a fixed indicia, element underlying said first 
linentioned members. 

5. The structure in claim 1, and one of said 
members having an indicator associated there 
with to show the setting thereof for different types 
of offensive plays, the other of said members hav 
ing an indicator associated therewith to indicate 
the setting of said member for different defensive 
formations, and Said WindoWS being arranged in 
sets, one set being provided for plays terminating 
at the end of the line of scrimmage, another set 
being for plays terminating in the second area of 
defense, and another set for the results of kicks. 

EDWARD A. KOBS. 
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