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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, ANTHONY BARTOSZEK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Beot or Shoe Cleaners, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and usefnl im-
provements in boos and shoe cleaners; and
its object is to provide a device of simple and
inexpensive construction by means of which
mud, snow, &¢c., can be removed.

The invention consists in providing a re-
ceptacle having a drawer in the bottom there-
of and a series of transversely-extending
strips arranged within the receptacle and
above said drawer. Brush-bristles are se-
cured to theuppersurface of these strips and
also to the sides and ends of the receptacle,
and a cross-strip is arched over said recepta-
cle from one side to the other and is provided
upon its nnder surface with tufts of bristles.
The boot or shoe is adapted to be inserted
into the top of the receptacle and under the
arched strip and when moved backward and
forward therein will be completely cleaned of
all material which may have accumulated
thereon, and said material will be deposited
in the drawer arranged in the bottom of the
receptacle,

The invention also consistsin the novel con-
struction and combination of parts hereinaf-
ter more fully described and claimed, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which-—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice, and Fig. 21is a vertical longitudinal sec-
tion therethrough. .

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 designates a receptacle which is
open at the top and has recesses 2 in the up-
per edges of thesides thereof. A drawer 3 is
slidably mounted upon the bottom of the re-
ceptacle and is provided with a suitable han:
dle 4, whereby the same may be withdrawn
from thedevice. Strips5are arranged trans-

versely within the receptacle at points above
the drawer 3, and upon each strip are series
of tufts 6 of snitable stiff bristles, which are
arranged slightly below the lower edges of the
recesses 2. Anarched strip 7 extends upward
fromr the sides of the receptacle at the front

endsof the recesses 2,the front edge of the arch
and the rear edge of the recesses merging,
and the under surface of this strip is also
provided with tufts 8. Theinner surfaces of
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the sides and ends of the receptacle are

curved at the corners, as shown at 9, and
said sides and ends are covered by bristles
10, as iliustrated in the drawings.

To use this device, the shoe is inserted in
thetop thereof without removing it from the
foot and is moved back and forth under the
arched strip 7. The bristles extending from
this strip will clean the top of the shoe, while
the sides and ends of said shoe will be thor-
oughly cleaned by the bristles 10. The lower
tufts 6 serve to remove any accumulations
which may be upon the sole of the shoes, and
when it is desired to clean the instep it is
merely necessary to bend the shoe, so that
the uppers will be brought into position in
one of the recesses 2. By constructing the
sides of the receptacle with the recesses 2 the
foot may be turned over at an angle toward
eitherside to clean that part of a boot orshoe
between the vamp and the rear quarter or
heel, which is usually difficult to reach by
the use of ordinary ecleaning devices, the re-
cesses forming clearances for the ankle to
permit the foot to be turned over a greater
distance than would be permitted if the sides
of thereceptacle were closed throughout their
length and devoid of the recesses. The re-
cesses 2 also permit the foot to be laterally
turned under the arched strip 7 to thoroughly
clean the vamp and the instep portion of a
boot or shoe. It is obvious that the joint of
the ankle at opposite sides would strike
against thesides of the receptacle if said sides
were of a height in rear of the arched strip

‘equal to the height of the remaining portions
“of said sides.

The material which has been
removed from the shoe will fall into the
drawer 3 and can be removed by withdraw-
ing said drawer and emptying the same.

It will be seen that this device is extremely
simple and inexpensive in construction and
the boot or shoe inserted thereinto can be
thoroughly cleaned without necessitating its
removal for the purpose of reversing it.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but I do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
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modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages of my invention, and I
therefore reserve the right to make such
changes and alterations as may fairly fall
within the scope thereof. :

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— _

A boot and shoe cleaning apparatus com-

.prising a rectangular receptacle having

brushes spaced apart and extending trans-
versely across the central portion of the re-

_ceptacle, the inner surfaces of the opposite

ends of the receptacle being curved and pro-
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vided with brushes so as to conform to the
curvature of the heel and toe of a boot or
shoe, a ecurved arch having brushes spanning
the side walls of the receptacle, the side walls
of vthe receptacle being provided with recesses
in rear of said arches, brushes on said side
walls, and a drawer mounted in said recep-
tacle to coact with the spaces between said
transverse brushes,substantially asspecified.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses, ’
ANTHONY BARTOSZEK.
Witnesses:
JouN KNOZEWSKI,
JAN DRELICH.
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