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To all whom it may concern: ,

Beitknown that I, GEORGE G. F. BOSWELL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at In-
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Shaft-Supporter Tension-Ad-
justers, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to new and usefulim-
provements in adjustable shaft supporters
and consists in a tension adjusting device
hereinafter set forth.

The object of my invention is to provide
simple and effective means whereby the ten-
sion of the supporting spring for supporting
the shaft may be regulated and adjusted read-
ily. I attain this object by means of the de-
vice illustrated in the acctompanying draw-
ings, in which similar numbers of reference
designate like parts throughout the several
views. )

Figure 1. is a side elevation of the appara-
tusshowing abroken off portion of a shaftand
the axle to which it is attached, and having
the supporting spring and its tension adjust-
ing deviceapplied thereto. Fig. 2,isa plan of-
the same. F¥ig. 3. is an enlarged broken sec-
tional detail view of the tension adjuster of
the spring, and its holder. Fig. 4. is an' end
elevation of the same; and Fig. 5. is a per-
spective view of the tension adjusting wedge
of the supporting spring.

The axle 1. of the vehicle has the shaft 2.
pivoted thereto by means of the eye or fork
3. formed integral on the clamping strap 4. of
the axle 1, and the strap 5. secured on the un-
der side of the rear bent end of the shaft 2.
in the usual well known manner peculiar to
vehicle shafts. The supporting spring 6. of
the shaft 2. has its free looped end 7, engag-
ing the eye 8, of the shaft engaging hook 9,
which latter hooks under the shaft to support
it; asshownin Fig. 1. Thelooped fulerum end
10 of the spring 6. rests in one of the notches
11, formed on the edge of the wedge shaped
tension adjuster 12. and is fulerumed and
supported on thearms13. formed onthe holder
14. which holds or retains the tension ad-
juster of the shaft supporting spring.

The tension adjuster 12. is of a wedge form
and has its T-head 15. adapted to fit into the
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ways 16, formed in the tension adjuster hold-
er. On the face of the T-head of the spring
tension adjuster of the shaft supporter is
formed a series of notches or pointed teeth
17, of aregular piteh which interlock and en-
gage thesimilarly formed notches or teeth 18,
formed in the way or recess 16, of the holder
14, and are provided for the purpose of pre-
venting said wedge formed tension regulator
or adjuster 12, from sliding orslipping longi-
tudinally in its way 16, from the position to
which it is set. The holder 14, is also pro-
vided with the upwardly projecting arm 18,
which is foreed by the supporting spring
against the eye of the shaft strap 5, to pre-
vent the latter from rattling in its pivotal con-
nection. .

It will be readily seen that to increase or
decrease the tension of the supporting spring
6, all that is required to be done is to disen-
gage the hook 9, from the shaft 2, to free said
supporting spring, after which the tension ad-
juster 12, may be moved longitudinally back-
ward or forward in its way 16, till the notches
at either the thick or the thin edge of the
wedge 12, engage the loop 10, of the support-
ing spring 6. thereby facilitating the adjust-
ment of the tension of said spring without
necessitating the removal of said shaft sup-
porting spring from its natural position.

Having thus fully deseribed the nature and
construction of my invention, whatI claim as
new and useful, and desire to cover by Letters
Patent of the United States therefor, is—

1. In a tension adjustment for shaft sup-
porters, the combination with a vehicle axle,
and the shaft pivoted thereto, of a spring
holder beneath said axle and having out-
wardly projecting spring supporting arms,
and an upwardly projecting retaining arm, a
wedge piece adapted to be moved longitudi-
nally in said holder, and a shaft supporting
spring looped over said wedge and passing
over said springsupporting arms, and having
its free end supportingsaid pivotal shaft, sub-
stantially as set forth.

2. In a tension adjustment for shaft sup-
porters, the combination -with, a shaft sup-
porting spring and itsholder having the under
side of its base or bearing plate recessed to
form a T-way or dovetail longitudinal way,
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said way havinga series of notches or serra-
tions formed on its bearing face, of ‘a wedge
- piece having a T-head or dovetail adapted
to loosely fitin said way and to be movedlon-
gitudinally therein, said wedge provided with |
projecting teeth or serrations adapted to in- |
terlock and to engage the similarly formed
- teeth of the holder way, and having sunitable

spring engaging notches arranged along the |

1o outer edge of and extending from the thick |

to the thin.edge of said wedge in regular
graduations,substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. : )

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

“my hand in the presence of two subsecribing 15

witnesses. ,
GEORGE G. F. BOSWELL.
Witnesses:
TarOMPSON R. BELL,
FANNIE B, BOSWELL.




