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1 Claim. (Ol 15—105)

This invention relates to a device whereby soap,
lather, or other substances may be applied to the
face and worked into the pores of the skin pre-
paratory to the act of shaving, or for toilet pur-

poses. It may be explained that lather is formed-

by the incorporation of air into a soap and water
mixture.

The application of soap lather to the face by
means of a brush only, does not ensure an ef-
fective or clean shave, especially when the beard
is strong. Consequently it has become the prac-
tice to rub the lather into the skin by means of
the fingers. This is not a convenient method,
moreover it is very unpleasant owing to the lather
working over the fingers. Apart from the incon-
venience, the above method introduces a multi-
plicity of operations. It has also been proposed
to provide a combined lathering brush and mas-
saging device wherein the bristles are manually
retractible but these are objectionable on account
of the moving parts which require cleaning and
introduce a secondary operation.

An object of the present invention is to provide
a device in which there are no manually retracti-
ble parts tending to bring the beard into a con-
dition more suitablie for the operation of shav-
ing, and which is capable of more effectively com-
bining and improving the above operations with-
out soiling the fingers.

According to the present invention the device
has no retractible parts and is formed in at least
two portions, one of which is of compressible
material such as sponge rubber, and on the ap-
plication of light intermittent pressure of being
compressed in a holder and serving to form g
lather on the skin termed the holder while the
other portion, on the application of heavier and
more sustained pressure is capable of massaging
the skin or of working the lather or other sub-
stance into the pores of the skin.

It has been found that sponge rubber is very
suitakle for the formation, holding and applica~-
tion of the lather, and that for the working of
the lather into the skin, a suitable surface may
be formed from vulcanized rubber, in various
configurations, and of various grades known in
the trade.

According to the inventicn a handle or like
holder is provided in or upon which is mounted
the sponge rubber or the like by which the soap
lather or other substance is formed. The for-
mation of lather as already explained is the in-
corporation of air into a socap and water mixture
and in this invention it is chiefly brought about by
compression and expansion of the sponge rubber.

In the case of a rigid holder the sponge rubber will
extend beyond the massaging surface, but when
the holder itself can be compressed inwards by
the fingers, as in the case of a holder made of
rubber, to compress the rubber sponge and sc 60
assist in lather formation, the length of the
sponge is of necessity not so great and need not
normally extend beyond the surface of the mas-
saging surface formed upon the holder.

According to the invention, the sponge rubber 65
is mounted in a non-retractible manner to the
surface to he lathered that on light application
it may be used to apply the lathering or other
substance, but on heavier and more sustained
pressure in the same manner the sponge rubber 70
allows the massaging surface to come into con-
tact with the skin and work the lather into the
pores of the skin, By this means the desired op-
erations can be carried out successfully by one
device. 78

In order that the invention may be more read-
ily understood reference will now be made to
the accompanying drawing wherein:—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation illustrating one
form of the invention. 80.

Figure 2 is a plan view thereof. -

Figure 3 is a part sectional elevation of a mod-
ification wherein the sponge rubber or the like,
and fthe massaging portion are held in a2 metal
holder. : .

Figure 4 is a part sectional elevation illustrat-
ing & modification wherein the massaging por-
tion is disposed at an angle to the holder.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, the holder §,
which serves to form the handle of the device, 90
is provided with & surface 9 capable of massag-
ing the face or of working lather or other sub-
stance into the pores of the skin. ‘This massag-
ing surface 9 may take many forms; as illus-
trated in Figure 1, it comprises a plurality of 95
rubber pintles which may be hollow. The mas-
saging surface is preferably of vulcanized rub-
ber of any suitable grade. If desired the holder
may be provided with a surface 10 of suitable
configuration for massaging face cream into the 10
skin,

The holder 8 is adapted to receive a sponge
rubber 11, for applying lather to the face. On
the application of pressure the sponge rubber 105
will expand and contract in the holder. As il-
lustrated in Figure 1, the sponge rubber 11 is
disposed in an anhnular recess or cavity in the
holder 8, formed by a core 12, which is part of
the holder 8. Sald recess may also contain a 110
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lathering substance such as soap or shaving
cream or the like.

Tt will be readily understood that the sponge
rubber 11 may be disposed in the holder in many
ways.

As regards the massaging surface 9, this may
consist of ridges in various patterns or shapes,
or of hollow circular projections or pintles as
above described, or it may consist of a flat sur-
face covered with small cup shaped depressions
approximately &th inch in diameter, and into
which the bristles of the beard may enter, and
be given a rotary and flexing action, tending to
work the lather round the bristle and soften it
preparatory to shaving., In some cases the mas-
saging portion of the device may be flexible to
enable it to follow different contours of the face
or bedy under pressure from the fingers.

If desired, the outer edge 13 of the massaging
surface 9 may be curved upwardly in the form
of a channel, or downwardly in the form of a
flange, tending to prevent the lather working
upon the fingers of the person using the device.

The handle or holder 8 can ke made from rub-

- per, metal or other suitable material. If made

of rubber advantage can be taken of its com-
pressibility to assist formation of lather in the
sponge rubber by squeezing.

In Figure 3 the lathering material 22 is con-
fined in a somewhat spherical shaped casing 23
of vulcanized rubber having projections 24 or
the like to form a massaging surface, The cas-
ing 23 has at each end an opening 25 and con-
tains the sponge rubber 22, which forms, holds

‘and applies the lather upon compression and
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expansion of the casing 23. The Iower opening
25 is provided to facilitate removal of the lath-
ering material 22 from said casing.

The modification illustrated in Figure 4 is
somewhat like that shown in Figures 1 and 2,
except that the massaging surface 26 is disposed
at an angle to the holder 27, the lathering mate-
rial 28 being disposed in a central cavity in the
holder.

The device is intended to completely replace the
usual shaving brush, and give a better shave be-
cause of its massaging action.

To use the device as illustrated in Figure 1, for
example, water is taken up in the sponge rub-
ber, lathering substance is then placed on the
face, or on the said sponge rubber, and the face
is rubbed lightly with the sponge rubber, if nec-
essary compressing the holder until a sufficient
lather is formed as a preliminary step to mas-
saging. When this is done greater and more
sustained pressure is used and the lathered skin
is massaged by the massaging surface. A final
lather is formed by intermittent pressure on the
sponge rubber. After shaving the device should
be washed in water and dried.

I claim.

A device for forming on, and applying soap
lather, to the skin, comprising & holder, a cav-
ity in the holder, a sponge rubber portion dis-

pesed in the cavity in a non-retractible manner i

and normally projecting therefrom, said holder
2lso having & massaging surface surrounding the
cavity and projecting beyond the holder.
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