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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK SCHOENHUT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State

5 of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Ladders, of which
the following is a full and complete specifica-
tion, such as will enable those skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the

10 same. '

This invention relates to ladders for use by
plasterers, paper-hangers,and others; and the
object thereof is to provide a device of this
class which may serve as an ordinary ladder,

15 as an elevated platform, and also as a table;
and with this and other objects in view the
invention consists in a device of the class
specified constructed as hereinafter described
and claimed. -

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompany-
ing drawings form a part, in which the sepa-
rate parts of my improvement are designated
by the same reference characters in each of
25 the views, and in which—

Figure11is a side elevation of my improved
ladder with the separate parts thereof folded
together; Fig. 2, a plan view showing the
parts extended when used as an elevated plat-

30 form, and Fig. 3 a sectional side view of the
device as shown in Fig. 2.

In the practice of my invention I providea
ladder of the class specified comprising two
separate similar parts 5, each of which con-

35 sists of separate side plates or bars 6, in which
are secured steps 7, any desired number of
which may be employed and five of which are
shown in the drawings.

The steps 7 constitute the rounds of the

40 ladder, and hinged to the bottom of the top
step 7 of one part of the ladder, as shown at
3, is a board 9, to the free end of which is se-
cured a transverse strip or bar 10, having end
projections 11, which fit in and are adapted

45 to move in slots 12, formed in the opposite
sides of the other part of the ladder, and said
slots are provided at their free ends with
downwardly and outwardly directed exten-
sions 13, which are also adapted to receive

so the projections 11 of the metal strip or bar
10. The metal strip or bar 10 serves to
strengthen the end of the board 9, as well as

20

to form a connection between the separate

parts of the ladder, and secured to the top of
the hinged end of said board is a transverse
plate 14, which overlaps the corresponding
top step 7 of that part of the ladder to which
said board is hinged and serves to strengthen
the hinge, and said plate 14 is provided at
each end with transverse recesses 15, and piv-
oted to the inner side of the side portions 6
of that part of the ladder to which the top
board 9is hinged, and about midway thereof,
asshown at 16, are metal bars 17, which when
the separate parts of the ladder are folded
together, as shown in Fig. 1, rest in the re-
cesses 15 of the plate 14 and within the sepa-
rate sides of said part of the ladder,

When the parts of the Iadder are extended
to form an elevated platforim, as shown in
Fig. 2, the bars 17 are swung outwardly and
connected with catches secured to the top
board 9 at 19 about midway of said board
and serve to securely brace and strengthen
the elevated platform so formed.

Hinged centrally to one of the steps of one
partof theladder, preferably the bottom step,
as shown at 20, is a bar 21, and a correspond-
ing bar 22 is hinged to the opposite part of
the Jadder in the same relative position, and
the steps 7 of each part of the ladder are pro-
vided centrally of their inner edges with re-
cesses 23, adapted to receive these bars when
the separate parts of the ladder are folded
together, as shown at Fig. 1, and these bars
are provided at their free ends one with a
plate 23, secured to its upper side, and the
other with a corresponding plate 24, secured
to its lower side, and each bar is provided
with a transverse- hole or opening 25, and
when the parts of the ladder are in the posi-
tion shown in Figs. 2 and 3 the said bars 21
and 22 are connected by a key-pin 26, passed
therethrough, and said bars 21 and 22 also
serve to securely brace and strengthen the
device or apparatus when used as an elevated
platform.

Arranged transversely in each side or part
of the ladder and preferably just below the
second step from the bottom on each side are
supports 27, which are adapted to be drawn
out, in which position they serve to support
a board for use as a table by paper-hangers
and decorators, and the separate parts of the
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ladder may be secured or held in the folded
position shown in Fig. 1 by means of a catch
28, pivoted to one side and adapted to engage
with a keeper or similar device 29, secured to
the other side or part.

The bars 21 are held in position when the
separate parts of the ladder are folded to-
gether,asshownin Fig. 1, by means of catches
30, pivoted to the bottom of one of the steps
and adapted to enter a suitable recess in said
bars, one of which is shown at 31 in Fig. 3.

Thisdeviceissimplein construction and op-
eration and perfectly adapted to accomplish
the result for which it is intended, and it will
be apparent that changes in and modifica-
tions of the construction described may be
made without departing from the spirit of
my invention or sacrificing its advantages,
and I reserve the right to make all such al-
terations therein as fairly come within the
scope of the invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

A device of the class described; comprising
two separate ladders one of which is provided
with a plate or board hinged to the top step
thereof within the sides thereof and provided
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at its free end with lateral projections and

the other part or ladder being provided with 30

slots in the opposite sides thereof in which
said projections move said slots being pro-
vided at their upper ends with downwardly
and backwardly directed extensions, one of
said partsorladders beingalso provided with
pivoted members at each side thereof which
are adapted to be folded between the sides
thereof and also to engage with said plate or
board when said parts or ladders are extend-
ed and both of said parts or ladders being
provided near the bottom with pivoted bars
which are adapted to be folded upwardly be-
tween the sides thereof and to be lowered
and adjustably conneected in a horizontal
position when the separate parts or ladders
are extended, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
enceof thesubseribing witnesses, this22d day
of December, 1900,

FREDRICK SCHOENHUT.

Witnesses:
F. A. STEWART,
M. K. LORWERRE:
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