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To cell, Luhon, it 7) (t1/ CO7 cer'72: 
Be it known that I, THOMAS BUSH GRAY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Silverlake, in the county of Shawnee and 
State of Kansas, have invented certain new 
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had therein to the ac companying drawings. 
My present invention relates to improve 

ments in mail-delivery boxes, and is espe 
cially designed to overcome the objections to 
the mail-delivery box invented by me and 
shown and described in my United States 
Patent No. 754,441, issued March 15, 1904, 
the said box being for the same purpose to be 
used in connection with rural delivery and 
so constructed as to be easily inserted in 
place and removed without the necessary 
registering of the latch with a certain portion 
of the rim of the cover. To attain these ob 
jects, I simplify the construction of the box 
as set forthin my former patent and produce 
a much more durable and quickly-operated device. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 
is a perspective view showing the device in 
the position it assumes when in use. Fig. 2 
is a vertical central sectional view thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the scoop, and 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the securing 
rim removed from the cover or shield. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 
designates the cover or shield, which is pref 
erably of a conical or acorn shape in eleva 
tion, whereby snow or hail, &c., falling there 
on will by gravity be shed therefrom, and 
being provided at the top with the conical 
cap 2, having pivotally mounted therein the 
indicating device or leaf 3, this indicating 
device having the name of the party to whom 
the mail is to be delivered stamped thereon 
and also acting as an indicator to advise the 
party whether or not there is any mail with 
in the receptacle. Secured by rivets or other 
well-known means to the lower open end of 
the shield or cover is a band, rim, or skirt 4, 
which consists of the upwardly-projecting 
band 5, containing the openings 6 for the 
reception of the rivets 7 and terminating in 
the outwardly and downwardly projecting 
portion or skirt 8 and the inwardly-bent 
flange or latch rim 9, a securing plate or Sup 
port 10 being carried by the under surface of 

the flange, by means of which the entire de vice is secured to the post or proper support. 
It will be noted that the curved inner Sur 
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face formed by the rim 9 and the skirt 4 con 
stitutes what may be graphically termed a 
'runway,' or “channel,' or 'groove,' or 'pocket.’ 
Adapted to be removably mounted within 

the cover or shield is the removable mail-re 
ceptacle 11, which is preferably of a scoop 
shape and has mounted upon the closed end 
12 thereof the L-shaped bracket 13, whose 
other end terminates in the curved portion 14. 
Secured to this curved portion is the straight" 
and curved terminal 15 of the handle 16, . 
which has formed integral therewith the 
latch 17, which is given a spring tension by 
means of the inwardly-bent terminal or 
spring 18, the end of which is connected to 
the body of the receptacle and alines with 
the vertical depression or recess 19, formed 
in the wall of the mail-receptacle, the bottom 
of which depression or recess lies in one un 
broken plane, so that the arm of spring 18 
when the scoop is inserted in the shell and 
the spring thereby compressed will lie flatl 
against the bottom of the recess, closing all 
space between the spring-arm and the bot 
tom of the recess. By this means the curved 
portion of the handle may be compressed so 
that the flat spring-terminal will fit snugly 
within the recess and allow the mail-recepta 
cle to be inserted into or withdrawn from the 
cover or shield without the latch interfering 
with the movement, the latch being adapted 
after the receptacle has been inserted within 
the shield to be released and rest upon the 
upper interior edge of the locking-flange of 
the band or rim, thus holding the mail-re 
ceptacle within the cover or shield without 
the necessity of requiring the latch to regis 
ter with an opening or predetermined point, 
as in my former patent. In this way a great 
deal of time is saved in withdrawing and in 
serting the mail-receptacle within the cover 
or shield, as it is simply necessary in remov 
ing to depress or compress the handle and 
withdraw the receptacle, while in inserting 
it is simply necessary to push the receptacle 
home until the latch engages the locking-rim. 
The longitudinal groove or channel 19, 

formed as above described, is very important, 
as it forms a pocket for the reception of the 
strip 18, so that the exterior surface of the 
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strip lies in the same plane as the exterior 
surface of the scoop 11, and binding or wedg 
ing of the strip, and the scoop against the 
walls of the shield is thus prevented and ab 
solutely free movement insured. Necessa rily the scoop is advantageously designed of 
a size snugly to fit within the shield 1, be 
cause if it were otherwise constructed any 
slight jar to the handle 16 or to the shield 1, 
as by wind or the like, would rock the scoop 
within the shield, and, as would be obvious, 
tilting rearward or backward of the scoop 
within the shield would bring the catch or 
latch 17 forward, disengaging the same from 
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from the pocket 8, and the scoop would then 
fall to the ground. This would destroy the 
efficacy of my device. Wherefore my scoop 
fits snugly within the shield, so that any tilt 
ing movement backward of the scoop is im 
possible and at the same time the pocket 19, 
by cradling the strip 18, prevents any possi 
ble binding or wedging of the scoop within 
the shield. Wherefore I consider my longi 
tudinal pocket 19 an important element of 
my invention. 
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What I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

In a mail-box, the combination with an 
open-bottomed shield or shell formed with a 
circumferential runway or channel, of a 
mail scoop or receptacle adapted to be dis 
posed within the shield, and formed with a 
longitudinal depression or groove, the bot 
tom of which lies in one unbroken plane, and 
a depending, elbowed arm secured to said 
scoop, said arm, above the elbow thereof, 
being disposed in said depression or groove 
of the scoop, whereby, when the scoop is in 
serted in the shield, the elbow lockingly en 
gages said circumferential runway and said 
arm is compressed to cause it to lie flatly 
against the bottom of said depression or 
groove throughout the extent of said bottom. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

THOMAS BUSH GRAY. 

Witnesses: 
T. N. McBRIDE, 
W. H. MCBRIDE. 
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