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o all whom 7t may concern:

Be it known that I, Cumster C. MoHLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Signal Indicat-
ing Devices for Drip-Pans, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to a “ signal-indicat-

ing device for drip pans ”—or otherwise ex- |

pressed—an overflow notification means for
drip-pans.

Some of the principal objects or purposes
of this invention consist in providing a

ready and handy means or device— (which-

is more especially intended and designed for
the drip-pan of refrigerators and ice-boxes
and which is placed in a convenient posi-
tion, generally underneath same for catch-
ing the waste-water therefrom; and in this
connection it is herein illustrated and de-
seribed) ;—and is intended to prevent the
overflow of said waste water as collected in
said drip-pan, by giving a signal to call at-
tention thereto: also to show or indicate this
condition, thus giving a notification of same.
Also, to provide a device of this kind that
will be quite effective in its results; simple
in construction ; composed of few parts; and
one which can be manufactured at a small
cost and is therefore quite inexpensive.

My invention consistsessentially, referring
briefly and in general terms to the construc-
tion of my improved signal-indicating de-
vice for drip-pans, of the pan or waste water
receptacle and its float; the trip-lever; the
signal and indicator; and the operative
mechanism for actuating same; also the
other and minor details of construction; and
the very peculiar and novel construction and
combination of these various mechanical ele-
ments or parts as will be hereinafter re-
ferred to in detail, and set forth in the sub-
joined claims in accordance with the stat-
utes In such cases made and provided there-
for.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
illustrating my invention and constituting a
formal part of this specification, and where-
in the same letters of reference are used to
indicate or point out the same parts wher-
ever occurring throughout the several
views —Iigure 1, is a general view of the
device in operative position and connected
to a refrigerator,—showing the application
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of my invention. Fig. 2, is a detail view of
the signal and indicating means, and the
mechanism for actuating same. Fig. 8, is a
detail view of the indicator. TFig. 4, is a
plan view of the drip-pan and float; Fig. 5,
15 a side view of the float and its guide-pin,
partially in section and broken away; and
Iig. 6, is a perspective view of the trip-
lever.

In describing my said invention specifi-
cally, and referring in detail to the various
mechanical parts or elements of construc-
tion making up my signal-indicating device
for drip-pans by means of the characters of
reference as aforesaid;—A, refers to a re-
frigerator ice-box of any ordinary or pre-
ferred style or formof construction provided
with the usnal small waste-pipe a—or simi-
lar outlet,—for all waste-water from the ice
therein, to flow or drip as it passes there-
from into drip-pan or waste-water recep-
tacle B. Said drip-pan or waste-water recep-
tacle, in practice, may of course be of various
styles and sizes according to the style of re-
frigerator or ice-box it 1s intended for, but
I prefer a style like the one herein shown
which is provided with conveniently located
handles b, for readily removing to empty
same,—without interference with any of the
parts. Located within said drip-pan is a
float supporting frame consisting of the up-
rights or standards ¢ each connected at one
end to the bottom of the drip-pan and at the
opposite end to cross-piece ¢, which in turn
is connected at each end to said pan or re-
ceptacle. Approximately midway the space
from cross-piece d and the bottom of the
pan, said uprights are connected by a brace-
bar e see Fig. 1. Held in position in the
space between cross-piece d and brace-bar e,
by means of a guide-pin £, is a float G,
which is held in position on said pin by
means of nuts ¢, said float being constructed
out of good quality of cork or other light
suitable material of a buoyant nature that
will float in water, and said guide pin be-
ing constructed out of aluminum or other
light strong metal and preferably hollow,
and fitting loosely in said cross-piece and
brace-bar as shown, will permit of said
float rising with the water in said drip-pan
as it comes from waste-pipe a. It will here
be observed that as saild guide-pin fitsloosely
in said cross-piece and brace-bar, said float
in its normal position will rest with its
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lower nut ¢, upon brace-bar e, thus keeping |
said float from contact with the water until-

said water is about to rise to the top of said
pan or receptacle and operate the device;
thereby avoiding the objectionable rotting
or decaying of said float, as is the case
where said float rests continuously in the
water.

As float G rises with the water in'said pan-

or receptacle as just described, the top -of
its guide-pin f, which is pointed at fi, to
avoid as little frictional contact as possible,
will raise the disk %, at end of trip-lever
H,—which is fulerumed to a bracket K con-
nected to and depending from the floor of
refrigerator ‘A. ~ Said fulerum or point

* where said trip-lever is pivotally connected
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to bracket K, being beyond the longitudinal
center of said lever, so that its greatest
weight will be at disk %, thus causing said
disk through the power of gravitation to
always lightly rest or-contact with point
f*of said guide-pin; and as said disk end

rises, said lever will turn on its fulerum and.

the opposite end thereof will be depressed—
see dotted lines Fig. 1,—and with it wire
pull %, which is connected to said lever at
l—said pull being formed from wire of
suitable strength -and rigidity,—while the
opposite end thereof-is connected at 7%, to a
trigger or pawl m, fulerumed at m*, to a
small bracket m?, projecting from support-
ing plate or body M. Said plate or body
being provided with small openings or
eyes m® (see Fig. 2); by which it is firmly
attached by screws or otherwise to the
side of the refrigerator. Said trigger is
provided with an actuating spring =, con-
nected at ', to bracket m?, which allows of
said trigger to be operated by pull %, and
throws it back into its normal position after
being operated, while stops n?, projecting
from the top of this bracket limit the move-
ment of said trigger.

A foot o', also another foot o project
respectively from near the center and top
of said plate, through which rests and moves
hammer arm O, provided with trip-finger
Py to which is secured at p?, the end of arm
p*, of movable shield or cover P, while the
top end of said arm is bent and has rigidly
secured to it the end or top of said hammer-
arm, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2.
When hammer arm- O is raised until its
finger p rests on and is supported by the
upper portion of the trigger, as shown by
dotted - lines in Fig. 2, spring », which ex-
tends around the hammer-arm, between
finger p and foot 0 will now be compressed
or contracted, and the parts will now be in
the position.indicated by solid lines in Fig.
1, and ‘hammer R, will be raised and bear
up against “foot' ¢*, and the indicator s,
which is somewhat in the form of a shield,
or may be of any suitable shape desired,—
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and is secured to and supported by foot o,
as clearly shown in Fig. 3, will be hidden
behind cover P, as shown in dotted lines
in Fig. 1.

When the end of trip-lever H to which
pull % is connected at 7, has been depressed
by the action of the float through the rising
of the water in the drip-pan, as heretofore
fully described, said pull will have operated
trigger m, moving its end as indicated by
dotted lines in Fig. 2, thus releasing trip-
finger p, when spring 7, also being released
will now suddenly expand throwing the
parts as above described down to the posi-
tion shown by solid lines in Fig. 2, when
hammer R, will strike bell or gong S, con-
nected to foot #, projecting from plate M,
and rebound, slightly clearing the bell,
through “the action of the trip-finger in
striking bifurcated spring w connected to
foot o, thus giving a clear loud vibrating
ring or sound, and at the same time cover
P, having moved down from over indicator
s, which now being uncovered and exposed
to view, will also indicate to the eye,—the
same as the signal of the bell did to the
ear,—that the drip-pan needs emptying or
the water therein will shortly overflow.

In practice it is intended that said in-
dicator be painted red or some bright color
to indicate danger or attention, but of a
different color from the refrigerator or the
cover P, or of the inclosing casing V, which
is extended from the refrigerator to pro-
tect the parts, as shown: said cover and
casing being preferably of the color of the
refrigerator. '

If deemed necessary for the purpose of

vertically adjusting the trip-lever, also the
float according to the depth of the drip-
pan, as found necessary by the space under-
neath the refrigerator, I place several extra
eyes or openings in bracket K-—see Figs.
1, and 6-—for the fulerum-pin, and also
screw-thread guide-pin f—see IMig. 5.
- I am well aware of a few patents setting
forth devices or attachments intended for
a like purpose as mine, but in most of these
devices the mechanism is entirely too com-
plicated, and accomplishes the result in a
very indifferent manner; also some are pro-
vided with an expensive electric equip-
ment; however all of them are entirely
different from mine.

Having now described my invention and
the construction of my signal-indicating
device as set forth in the drawings;—I
claim :— : T
.- The combination in an overflow alarm
and indicating signal device; of a suitably
formed waste-water receptacle provided
with a supporting frame; a float having
the body constructed of material of a buoy-
ant quality, and mounted in said support-

| ing frame; a trip-lever fulcrumed above

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110

115

120

125

130



ot

1,003,636 ' s

said water receptacle, and having one end | substantially in the manner and for the
so formed as to be readily actuated by said | purposes described.

float; a pull operated by said lever; a spring | In testimony whereof I affix my signature
actuated pawl operated by said pull; an | in presence of two witnesses.

alarm gong; an indicator; a spring actuated CHESTER C. MOHLER.
hammer-arm provided with a hammer and | Witnesses:

cover, adapted to sound said alarm gong O. H. Yaaceg,

and uncover or expose said indicator; all W. S. REUTCHAMEL.

Cdpies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ‘“ Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.” .
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