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The present invention relates to athletic 
shirts and has particular reference to an 
athletic shirt adapted to carry an athletic 
supporter and to provide a maximum de 

5 gree of freedom of movement for the arms 
and shoulders of the wearer. . 
The present application is a division of 

my co-pending application, Serial No. 52,577, 
for a combined shirt and supporter, which 

10 has resulted in the issue of Patent. No. 
1658,448, dated February 7, 1928. 
One of the objects of the present inven 

tion is the provision of a novel athletic shirt 
structure particularly adapted to be worn 

15 over the usual shoulder pads of a football 
harness and adapted to permit a maximum 
degree of freedom of movement of the 
wearer and to carry an athletic supporter. 
Another object of my invention is the pro 

20 vision of an athletic shirt structure which is 
adapted to stretch about the usual heavy 
football shoulder pads, and which may be 
worn with such pads inside the shirt with 
out hampering the free movement of the 

25 players' arms and shoulders during the play, 
and without stretching the collar out of 
shape. w - 

Another object of my invention is the pro 
vision of a novel athletic shirt structure 

30 adapted to be used in combination with a 
supporter, to adjustably carry the latter and 
Jretain the shirtin proper position without 
the objectionable tendency of the shirt to 
bunch in the top of the football pants or to 

35 creep out of place. 
Other objects and advantages of my in 

vention will appear more fully from the foll 
lowing description and from the accompany 
ing drawings, in which similar characters 

40 of reference indicate similar parts through 
out the views. ' - 

Referring to the drawings, 
Figure 1 is an elevational view of my 

athletic shirt, including an adjustable sup 
45 porter; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the shoulder 
and neck structure of my athletic shirt; and 

Figure 3 is a detail view of the lower end 
of the athletic shirt taken from the front 
with the supporter detached at the front. 

Referring to. Figure 1, the athletic shirt 
is indicated in its entirety by the numeral 
5 and the supporter structure in its entirety 
by the numeral 6, The shirt may consist of 
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stretch in a direction transverse to the body 

adapted to stretch over the shoulder to per 
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the front panel portion 7, the back panel 55 
portion 8, shoulder gores 9 and 10, a ring 
neck 11, and the sleeves 12 and 13. 
The front panel portion 7 may be formed 

of an integral piece with a back panel por 
tion 8, or these may consist of two separate 
pieces sewed together beneath the arms, and 
both panel portions are formed with an 
upper curved boundary 14 adapted to be se 
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cured to the ring neck 11. The panels 7 and 
8 are preferably formed of jersey knit or 
flannel material adapted to stretchin a hori 
zontal direction as shown in Figure 1, and 
the panels are cut on lines 15 substantially 
parallel with the top of the shoulder from 
the ring neck 11 to the sleeves 12. 
The ring neck 11 is preferably formed of 

a double layer of elastic knit material folded 
back upon itself and secured by stitching to 
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the-front and back panels 7 and 8 and the 
shoulder gores 9 and 10. The shoulder 
gores 9 and 10 are also formed of elastic 
knit material and are preferably made sub 
stantially trapezoidal in shape, having two 
converging sides 16 and 17, a curved edge 
17 adjacent the neck band 11, and the oppo 
side side 19 formed with two straight por 
tions, or curved substantially as shown. The 
shoulder gores 9 and 10 are cut from elastic knit materialso that they are adapted to 
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of the wearer; that is, up over the shoul- 85 
der from front to back. - 

It will thus be observed that the panel 
portions and shoulder gores are adapted to 
stretch with the neck band at their inner go 
edges and to. stretch uniformly to insure a 
smooth fit over any shoulder pads or other 
harness that may be worn. Furthermore, 
the trapezoidal or triangular gores are 

95 
mit the use of extremely heavy shoulder pads 
without hampering the freedom of move 
ment of the wearer and without drawing 
the neck band out of shape. Besides con 
forming closely to the shoulder pads and 100 
holding them to the body of the wearer, the 
gores 9 and 10 are adapted to stretch to a 
greater degree when the arms are lifted, 
raising the shoulder pads. - : 
The shirt is also provided with the usual 105, 

sleeves 12 which are secured to the front and 
back panels at the curved armholes 20 and 
to the gores at the outer boundary 19 at a . 
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point well beyond the outer edge of the 
shoulder. The sleeves 2 may be provided 
with reinforcing at the elbows, consisting of 
double layers of material, and the lower 
edge of the panel ( is preferably cut away 
as at 21 to form a concavely curved lower 
edge. 

Besides being particularly adapted to be 
used over a football harness, my athletic 
shirt, is provided with means for adjustably 
attaching the supporter 6 which retains the 
shirt in adjusted position without any unde 
sirable creeping up or bunching of the shirt, 
in the football pants. The supporter 6 is 
made of elastic webbing, similarly to the 
popular type of athletic supporter, this 
eiastic webbing having considerably more 
eiasticity than the jersey knit or fiannel ma 
terial of the shirt portion 5. This stip 
porter portion comprises the front pouch or 
Sack 22, and the two diagonally extending 
leg straps 23. In accordance with the usual 
practice, these leg straps are stitched to 
gether and to the lower end of the pouch 
portion 22 to extend at an angle therefrom 
for drawing up over the outer sides of the 
buttocks. 
To the upper end of the pouch portion 22 

is stitched a multiple button fastening tab 
24 for detachably securing the front, part 
of the supporter portion to the lower front 
end of the shirt portion. It is desirable that 
£his fastening tab have comparatively slight 
eiasticity so that it, WiFi serve as a firinse 
curring surface for the buttons 25, and so 
that practically all of the elasticity or give 
of the Supporter portion will occur in the 
pouch part 22 and in the leg straps 23. Fo 
this end, this fastening tab. 24 nay consist 
of any heavy, relatively inelastic naterial, 
but as illustrative of what E. consider the 
preferred method of forming this tab, E. 
make the body portion thereof of elastic 
webbing and stitch across the outer face 
thereof, duck or SOIne other similar fabric. 
The buttons 25 are arranged in two or 

Enore horizontal rows of three buttons each, 
and these buttons are adapted to be fastened 
in One or more rows of button-holies 26 in 
the shirt portion 5. These but&on-holes are 
re-enforced in the body of the shirt by stitch 
ing a re-enforcing panel or backing 27 of 
relatively inelastic fabric such as duck, to the 
inner side of the shirt, the button-holes be 
ing worked in the shirt, and in this re-en 
forcing panel. By fastening either row of 
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buttons 25 in these button-holes 26, two dif 
ferent, heights of attachinent for the front 
part of the supporter portion are obtained. 
The rear ends of the straps 23 are looped 

through horizontal slits 28 cut in the rear 
tail portion 29 of the shirt. There are two 
of more of these sits 28 cut in superposed 
relation in each side hip portion of the shirt 
to afford an additional adjustment for the 
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rear part of the supporter portion 6. In 
forming these looped ends in the straps 23, 
lacing strings 30 are -laced through eyelets 
3i formed in the ends of the straps and in 
the intermediate portions of the straps. 
These lacing eyelets or holes 31 are prefer 
ably openings faced or worked in thread in 
re-enforcing strips 32 stitched to the straps. 
For re-enforcing the garment around the 
slits 28, plies of felt, or other re-enforcing 
material 32 are stitched to the inner and 
outer sides of the shirt, and these slits are 
cut through the shirt. Imaterial and through 
the two piles of felt. The three thicknesses 
of material are stiched together along the 
margins of the slits and around the outer 
margins of the feit re-enforcing plies, and 
this stitching adequately prevents any un 
Faveling of the shirt material. . 

It will be apparent, that the two vertical 
adjustments for the front part of the Sup 
porter portion and the two vertical adjust 
ments through the rear part of the supporter 
portion will afford a latitude of adjustment 
equal to any requirements. These two ad 
justments for both the front, and rear parts 
of the supporter portion enable the pouch 
portion 6 to be moved either up or down in 
the crotch to practically any desired position 
for greatest comfort. By the mere unfas: 
tening of the buttons 25 and the uniacing of 
the lacing strings 30, the entire supporter 
portion 6 can be removed for Washing or 
substitution. - 

It will thus be observed that, E have in 
vented an athletic shirt which is particu 
iarily adapted to be worn with football har 
ness and which will permit a maximum de 
gree of movement of the shoulders and arms 
of the player when such harness is worn 
beneath the shirt. My athletic shirt is also 
adapted to carry an adjustable supporter 
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which wiFi retail the shirtin proper position 
without any creeping. Or bunching of the 
shirt in the football parts. 
While inave illustrated and described a 

preferred embodiment of Iny invention, 
imany modifications Bay be made without 
departing from the spirit of the invention, 
and Edo not wish to be inited to the precise 
details of structure set, forth, but desire to 
avail myself to a charges within the 
scope of the appended claims. 

E claim: - - 

1. En an athletic shirt for football players, 
the combination of a closed, circumferen tially elastic neck band forming a relatively 
fiat ring having an outer edge of a greater 
circumference than its inner edge with panel 
portions forming the front and rear of said 
shirt, said panel portions having curved up 
per edges.secured to the outer edge of said 
elastic neck band, and a pair of shoulder 
gores having curved inner edges secured to 
said elastic neck band, said shoulder gores 
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and panel portions having their adjacent 
edges secured together and said panel por 
tions and gores being arranged to stretch 
circumferentially with said elastic band. 

2. In an athletic shirt for football players 
the combination of a closed, circumferen 
tially elastic neck band forming a relatively 
flat ring having an outer edge of a greater 
circumference than its inner edge with panel 
portions forming the front and rear of said 
shirt, said panel portions having curved up 
per edges secured to the outer edge of said 
elastic neck band, a pair of shoulder gores 
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having curved inner edges secured to said 
elastic neck band, said shoulder gores and 15 panel portions having their adjacent edges 
secured together and said panel portions and 
gores being arranged to stretch circumfer 
entially with said elastic band, said gores 
tapering in width toward said neck band, 
and sleeves secured to said gores and said 
panel portions. . 
In witness whereof, I hereunto subscribe 

my name this 8th day of December, 1927. 
DAVID LEWINSON. 
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