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Io all whom it may concern.:
Be it known that I, HowaARD J. KELDER, a

ville, in the county of Ulster and State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Can-Opener, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

The invention relates to an improvement

- in ean-openers.
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The primary object of this invention is to
provide a device of the character described,
which shall be adjustable for the purpose of
adapting the same to cut through the mate-
rial of the can at any desired distance from the
upper edge or corner thereof.

Another object of the invention is to form
the handle in such manner that greater lever-
age is obtained than heretofore.

To accomplish the above objects the inven-
tion consists in certain novel features and de-
tails of construetion, as hereinafter fully de-
seribed, illustrated in the drawings, and em-
bodied in the claim. :

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of an improved can-opener
constructed in accordance with thisinvention.
Fig. 2 is an elevation of the handle-casting,
showing the arrangement of the rounded
shoulder or bearing-face thereof.

Similar numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in both figures of the draw-
ings.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
1 designates a suitable handle, which is pref-
erably made in the open-loop form shown in
the drawings and ecast from iron or anysuitable
metal. The upper portion of the handle is
rounded off, as shown, to protect the hand of
the operator, and the lower end is shouldered,
as indicated at 2, and provided with a down-
ward extension 3, projecting below the shoul-
der2and provided with a threaded perforation
4, adapted to receive a thumb-screw 5. The
shoulder 2 is rounded off from side to side, as
shown, and serves as a bearing-face upon
which the device may berocked in its progress

. around the edge of a can, thereby affording

50

greater leverage and facilitating the cutting
of the heavier grades of tin and thin sheet
metal. The handle is also notched, as indi-
cated at 6, to receive a knife-blade 7, secured
in place by means of a through-rivet 8, or in

-for removing the contents of the can.

any convenient manner. Theblade7ispoint-
ed and sharpened upon both edges, so that it
may be used in either hand and operated in
either direction.

By means of the construction above de-
seribed it will be apparent that by adjusting
the set-serew 5 the distance which the knife is
to cut from the edge of the can may be regu-
lated as desired or as may be rendered neces-
sary by reason of the material of the can being
thicker adjacent to the edge. Besides this
itisdesirableand often necessary tocutnearer
to the edge of a small can than a large one, in
orderfoleave an opening of the necessary size
By the
adjustment of the set-screw referred to this

_can be readily accomplished. By rounding

off the shoulder 2, as explained, the leverage
of the device is equalized no matter at what
angle the device may be operating. This
rounded shoulder is so disposed with relation
to the set-screwand the cutting-blade that no
matter what distance the blade is operating
from the edge of the can therounded shoulder
will bear against said edge. .

The device described is very simple and in-
expensive in construction, and will be found
very convenient and efficient in operation.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

In acan opener,the handlethereof provided
with a downward extension formed. integrally
therewith and projecting below the bearing
shoulder of the device, a pointed blade dis-
posed opposite to said downward extension
and secured to the handle, and a rounded
shoulder arranged at the lower end of the
handle between said blade and downward ex-
tension, in combination with an adjustable
thumb screw operating through a threaded
perforation in said downward extension,
whereby the distance which said blade cuts
from the edge of the can may be regulated,
substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. . ,
HOWARD J. KELDER.
Witnesses: R

TuLLY H. GRAY,
SAMUEL B. Low.
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